THE THREE WALKS OF THE CHRISTIAN

DEUTERONOMY 5:33 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – How important is it for us to walk?  In the physical sense it is very good for our cardiovascular health.  The Bible also uses the word “walk” but it uses it often in a different way. The Bible often uses the word walk to refer to the way we choose to live our lives - MARK 7:5 - Then the Pharisees and scribes asked Him, "Why do Your disciples not walk (live by) according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashed hands?

In our study today we want to look at the three walks of a Christian.
THREE WALKS:

1. PAST WALK – Before becoming Christians we all walked in sin, but we can no longer continue this walk.

A. 1 PET. 4:1-4 – These Christians had walked in a certain way in the past -  Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2 that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. 3 For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles--when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries. 4 In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run with them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you
B. 1 COR. 3:1-3 – Many are still walking in this walk which is of men - And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now you are still not able; 3 for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere men?
C. 2 COR. 4:1-2 – This past walk was a walk of craftiness - Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not lose heart. 2 But we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness nor handling the word of God deceitfully, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.
D. GAL. 2:11-15 – This past walk was not upright and serves as a bad example to others - Now when Peter had come to Antioch, I withstood him to his face, because he was to be blamed; 12 for before certain men came from James, he would eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing those who were of the circumcision. 13 And the rest of the Jews also played the hypocrite with him, so that even Barnabas was carried away with their hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter before them all, "If you, being a Jew, live in the manner of Gentiles and not as the Jews, why do you compel Gentiles to live as Jews? 

E. EPH. 2:1-2 – This past walk received the approval of the world and Satan - And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, 

F. EPH. 4:17-20 – This walk was the walk of the Gentiles - This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, 18 having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardening of their heart; 19 who, being past feeling, have given themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. 20 But you have not so learned Christ
G. PHIL. 3:18-19 – This past walk was the walk of the enemies of Christ. For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: 19 whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame--who set their mind on earthly things
H. COL. 3:5-7 – This was a walk of disobedience - Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.
I. 2 THESS. 3:11 – This walk is a disorderly walk - For we hear that there are some who walk among you in a disorderly manner, not working at all, but are busybodies. 

J. 1 JN, 1:6 – This past walk was a walk in darkness - If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 

K. JUDE 16-18 – This past walk was a walk of lust - These are grumblers, complainers, walking according to their own lusts; and they mouth great swelling words, flattering people to gain advantage. 17 But you, beloved, remember the words which were spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ: 18 how they told you that there would be mockers in the last time who would walk according to their own ungodly lusts.
2. PRESENT WALK – There is a such thing as our present walk – 
A. 1 PET. 4:4 – Running is a form of walking and the present walk is different from the past walk.  It is so different that it is strange to those who still walk in the past – In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run with them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you. In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run with them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you. 
B. ROM. 6:4 – the present walk is a new walk - Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
C. ROM.13:13- The present walk is a walk of honesty - Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. 

D. 2 COR. 5:7 – The present walk is a walk of faith - For we walk by faith, not by sight.
E. GAL. 5:16- The present walk is a walk after the Spirit - I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 

F. EPH. 2:10 – The present walk is a walk in good works - For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 

G. EPH. 5:2 – The present walk is a walk in love - And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma
H. EPH. 5:15-17 – The present walk is a walk in wisdom - See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 

I. EPH. 4:1 – The present walk is one that needs to be done with honor - I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called
J. PHIL. 3:17 – The present walk is a walk like the apostle Paul. Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as you have us for a pattern.
K. 1 JN. 1:7 – The present walk is in the light - But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.
L. 3 JN. 3-4 – the present walk is walk in truth - For I rejoiced greatly when brethren came and testified of the truth that is in you, just as you walk in the truth. 4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth. 
M. 2 JN. 6 – The present walk must be after his commandments - This is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the commandment, that as you have heard from the beginning, you should walk in it. 
N. Are you walking in the present truth?
3. FUTURE WALK – We do not know much about the future walk yet, but we will some day.
A. REV. 3:4 – Christians who have not defiled their garments are promised they will walk with Christ - You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy  This will be a walk in white.

B. REV. 21:24 – Christians who  overcome are said to be able to walk in the light of God’s glory - And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and honor into it.

CONCLUSION –

Where are you walking now?

The new walk begins at baptism – ROM. 6:3-4 - Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
You can begin this walk today.  

If you began this walk at an earlier time in your life but have since gone back to your past walk repent today

