THE TONGUE

JAMES 3:2-12 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – 

The Bible clearly states that the tongue is a very small member of our body yet it can defile our whole body.  The work of the tongue is very important with it we can ask questions that need to be answered that can leads us to obeying the gospel, but on the other hand with it we can ask questions that are those of busy bodies and involve the sin of gossip.

The work of the tongue is very important and it can determine our eternal destiny so it is with these thoughts in mind that we enter this study.  Let’s look at what the Bible has to say about the tongue.

1. POWERFUL – 

a. The power of life and death – PROV. 18:21
i. JAMES 3:6-8 – It is unruly – unrestrained.

ii. PROV. 10:19, 21:23; ECCL. 5:2; JAMES 1:19 – The tongue must be controlled.

iii. MATT. 12:34 – It is driven by the mind. Our words are a reflection of our heart.

b. The power of justification –MATT. 12:37a
i. Choose words of life – JN. 6:63, 67-68; JN. 17:8
ii. Choose words of correction – ZEPH. 3:2
iii. Choose words of truth – ACTS 26:25 

c. The power of condemnation – MATT. 12:37b
i. Idle words – MATT. 12:36
ii. Vain words – EPH. 5:6
iii. Words of iniquity –PSA. 36:1-3
iv. Words that wound – PROV. 18:8
2. PURPOSEFUL – How are we going to purpose to use our tongue? 

a. Bless God – 

i. JAMES 3:9 – Bless or curse

ii. PSA. 119:172 – Let our tongue speak of God’s word.

b. Edify brethren – 

i. EPH. 4:29 – Not corrupt communication but words that are good and edifying.

ii. ROM. 14:19 – Nothing edifies better than purposeful words from God.

c. Curse men –

i. EPH. 4:31 – Do not speak evil put it away from you.

ii. EPH. 5:3-4 – Do not talk foolishly

iii. JAMES 3:10-12 – What are the answers to these rhetorical questions posed by James?

3. PROPRIETY – Conforming to an acknowledged or correct standard of behavior, conformity to a set of rules or principles.

a. Words must be carefully chosen – PROV. 25:11
i. COL. 4:6 – Speech must be seasoned with salt.  Knowing what to say and how to say it.

ii. PROV. 15:1 – Soft answers turn away wrath.

iii. PROV. 15:2,7 – Use knowledge when you speak.  

b. Words of wisdom – PSA. 49:3 – How do I speak wisdom?

i. PROV. 9:10 – Fear God is the beginning of wisdom.

ii. ROM. 11:33 – Must seek wisdom and knowledge of God

c. Words acceptable in God’s sight – PSA. 19:14
i. ECCL. 12:10 – They must be sought and found – they are the words of truth.

ii. ISA. 58:13-14 – If we do not speak our own words but the words of God they bring delight to Him.

iii. JER. 15:15-16 – God’s words if we take them in and meditate upon them bring joy and rejoicing.

CONCLUSION – How do you use your tongue?  If you are not using it correctly then repent.  You can also use your tongue to become a child of God by confessing that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God.

