THE TRAGEDY OF BEING LOST

INTRODUCTION – There are many people in the world who lose their life each day.  Many of these deaths are the result of a tragic incident such as a car wreck, plane crash, tornado, hurricane, or some similar disaster.  The most tragic part of these incidents is that many who die are not prepared to meet God in judgment because they have not obeyed the gospel, or having at one time rendered obedience are no longer faithful in their service to God.  


It is indeed a tragedy for a man to live his life and never fulfill the purpose for his existence – ECCL. 12:13 – Let ‘s note the teachings of Christ – MK. 8:36-37 – Christ taught the true tragedy is that of being lost eternally.


In this lesson we will study 5 reasons many people will find themselves in the tragic situation of being lost on the day of judgment.  Many people have the misconception that everyone will be saved – MATT. 7:13-14 – Jesus says many will be lost.


One reason many will walk the broad way that leads to destruction is because of:

1) CARELESSNESS – HEB. 2:1-3 – Most people today could care less about what Christ has to say, but they will listen to philosophies of men.  God urges man to hear Christ – MATT. 17:1-5.
Notice the condition of those who did not care to hear and heed the commands of Christ – MATT. 7:21-23, Christ said those who would not heed his words are foolish – MATT. 7:26-27

Many Christians carelessness will cost them their soul – JAMES 4: 17 – We do not become unfaithful by conscientiously choosing to do wrong but by letting things go undone that we know we should do.  


Often we are careless in our actions because our mind is absorbing the matters of the world – ROM. 8: 5-8 – We can become so worldly minded to the point that we could care less whether the church grows or not, having forgotten the words of Christ – MATT. 5:14

Another reason many will be lost on the day of judgment is because of:

2) USELESSNESS – a Christian should be useful to his master – 2 TIM. 2: 19-22 – Our heavenly father is glorified when a Christian is useful, and bearing fruit – JN. 15: 1-8 – Note the condition of the branches that did not abide in Christ.  Christ taught the importance of being useful – MATT. 24: 42-51 - If you are using your time wisely you will be prepared for his return.

3)  WASTEFULNESS – This is yet another reason many will be lost.  LUKE 15:11-14 – Look at what the young son wasted.  Many of us waste years we could have spent in faithful service to the Lord.  EPH. 5:15-17 – Most people do not concern themselves with wasted time because they think they have many years in which to live – I.E. – Tommy Sallee – JAMES 4:13-15 – As a result of this misconception most people think they have plenty of time to waste before they obey the gospel – ACTS 24:24-25 – Felix

Christians are also often wasteful of the time they have – MATT. 20: 1-6 – We should not eat the bread of idleness, but be busy working in the vineyard of the Lord.

4) WILLFULNESS – Knowing something is sinful and doing it anyway – ACTS 5: 1-11 – They knowing lied to God – But do we sometimes sin willfully – HEB. 10: 23-31 – and when we do there remains no more sacrifice for sins.  Notice the result of placing your will above God’s will.  NUM. 20: 7-12
5) BITTERNESS – Many will lose their soul because of bitterness.  ACTS 8: 14-23 – If Simon had not repented he would have been lost    because of bitterness in his life.


Parable of the lost son, notice the older brothers attitude was on e of envy and jealousy.  He was not happy for his brothers return- LUKE 15: 25-32 – God’s word states that envy and strife are devilish – JAMES 3: 13-18 – The first murder was committed because of bitterness, envy, and jealousy – GEN. 4:3-6 – Often times Christians get angry if corrected and instead of repenting they turn bitter and harden their   heart to the truth – HEB. 12: 5-6

CONCLUSION –   The tragedies we mentioned in the first part of our lesson are unavoidable, but the tragedy of being lost is very avoidable, Jesus invites you to come to Him – MATT. 11: 28-30 – TODAY – 2 COR. 6:2

