THE WARNINGS OF GOD
ACTS 20:28-32 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – God used the apostle Paul to warn the elders from Ephesus about the problems that they would face in the near future.  Today God continues to warn us thru his word and those who faithfully proclaim it. These warnings are given because of God’s care and love for us.  In our lesson today we want to examine the warnings of God.

THE WARNINGS OF GOD:
1. GOD WARNS TEACHERS AND PREACHERS
A. JAMES 3:1-2 – He warns us we will receive a heavier judgment, so we should take our responsibility seriously. - My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment. 2 For we all stumble in many things. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle the whole body
2. GOD WARNED NOAH – 

A. HEB. 11:7 - He warned Noah of the great flood that was to come.  Noah responded to God’s warning in a positive way he moved, he built, and he saved his family - By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith. God warns us today about the consequences how many of us are responding in a positive way.

3. GOD WARNED JOSEPH – 

A. MATT. 2:13-15 – He warned Joseph to take Jesus to Egypt because Herod had decreed the death of all male children 2 years old and under.- Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, "Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him." 14 When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and departed for Egypt, 15 and was there until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, "Out of Egypt I called My Son."  

4. GOD WARNED THE WISE MEN – 

A. MATT. 2:7-12 - They heeded God’s word even though it caused them to go another way - Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined from them what time the star appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search diligently for the young Child, and when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship Him also." 9 When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. 11 And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed for their own country another way. 

5. GOD WARNED THE WICKED –

A. EZK. 3:16-21 - He warned them to turn from their evil and wicked ways.  He also warned the righteous to be very careful to show concern for those entangled in sin. - Now it came to pass at the end of seven days that the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 17 "Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; therefore hear a word from My mouth, and give them warning from Me: 18 When I say to the wicked, 'You shall surely die,' and you give him no warning, nor speak to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life, that same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood I will require at your hand. 19 Yet, if you warn the wicked, and he does not turn from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have delivered your soul. 20 Again, when a righteous man turns from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and I lay a stumbling block before him, he shall die; because you did not give him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he has done shall not be remembered; but his blood I will require at your hand. 21 Nevertheless if you warn the righteous man that the righteous should not sin, and he does not sin, he shall surely live because he took warning; also you will have delivered your soul." 

6. GOD WARNED THE IGNORANT – 
A. HOSEA 4:6 - He warned them they would be destroyed if they lacked knowledge - My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for Me; Because you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children.

B. ACTS 17:11 – The same holds true today we will be destroyed if we lack knowledge of the will of God - These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so
7. GOD WARNS THE UNRULY – 

A. 1 THESS. 5:14 – To stop their rebellion and start following God’s rules for their life - Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all. 

B. GAL. 6:1-2 - Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. 2 Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.
8. GOD WARNS US TO BEWARE OF COVETOUSNESS – 
A. LUKE 12:15-21 – This warning is for all whether we or rich or poor - And He said to them, "Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses." 16 Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: "The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully. 17 And he thought within himself, saying, 'What shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops?' 18 So he said, 'I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry." ' 20 But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?' 21 So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God." 
9. GOD WARNS US TO BEWARE OF FALSE PROPHETS  – 

A. MATT. 7:15-20 – False doctrine is poison we must not ignore the warnings – I.E. warning of snakes on golf course in drainage ditch -  "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. 16 You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles? 17 Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Therefore by their fruits you will know them.
10. GOD WARNS US TO BE PREPARED – 

A. PSA. 19:7-12 – Death can come at any time - The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; 8 The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; 9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 10 More to be desired are they than gold, Yea, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 11 Moreover by them Your servant is warned, And in keeping them there is great reward. 12 Who can understand his errors? Cleanse me from secret faults. 

B. 2 THESS. 1:7-9 – God warns us of judgment - and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,
C. 2 COR. 5:10-11 - For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 11 Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are well known to God, and I also trust are well known in your consciences. 

CONCLUSION – 

God warns us of many things in his word.  

Are we heeding the warnings?
Are we prepared?

If not then obey the gospel today !

