THE WISDOM OF THE WORLD IS FOOLISHNESS WITH GOD

1 CORINTHIANS 3:19-21
INTRODUCTION – The bible clearly teaches that true wisdom only comes from God as is affirmed by the prophet Daniel – DAN. 2:20-23 – God revealed to Daniel the interpretation of the dream.

Men desire to glory in their wisdom and be honored and recognized for their wisdom but the prophet Jeremiah warns of the dangers of this attitude – JER. 9:23-24
Notice the inspired instructions given by Paul to the Corinthians – 1 COR. 3:19-21. When man decides to pit his wisdom versus the wisdom of God he will always come up on the short end of the stick – ROM. 11:33-36.
Why do we make theses points? Recently a man by the name of Harold Camping predicted the end of the world – May 21st 6:00 p.m. eastern standard time.  The end would come about as the result of a great earthquake.  The man who made this prediction was an educated man with an engineering degree and had served as a minister for the Reformed Baptist church for 31 years. Through his calculations the world should have ended May 21st. He had previously predicted the end of the world in September 1994 and as soon as his recent prediction failed he revised it to October 21, 2011..
The purpose of this lesson is to show us that anytime man pits his wisdom versus the wisdom of God he will be met with defeat.

WISDOM OF MAN VERSUS THE WISDOM OF GOD – 

I. JUDGMENT DAY – 

A. 2 PET. 2:1-3 – On the subject of the judgment day – Harold Camping is a false teacher because he claimed to speak with the wisdom of God and his prediction did not come true.  Remember how they determined who was a false prophet in the O.T. – DEUT. 18:20-22
B. 2 PET. 3:10-12 – What does the bible teach about judgment day and the 2nd coming of Christ?  Peter is emphasizing that we need to be prepared by living holy and godly lives.  Are you prepared? How is your conduct?

C. 1 THESS. 5:1-6 – As a Christian we should not be overtaken by this day. We should watch and be sober – be ready.

D. MATT. 24:36-39, 42-44 – We do not know when any judgment of God will come upon us but we know it will be in his time.

E. MATT. 25:1-13 – Judgment parables of Jesus begin – 10 virgins – 5 wise/5 foolish, parable of the talents – 5-2-1 and the parable of the sheep and the goats.  What is the message of Jesus in all these parables? BE PREPARED!!! Why?
F. 1 JN. 2:28 – So we will have confidence and not be ashamed at his coming.

II. ONCE SAVED - ALWAYS SAVED – Many of the Baptist faith are now proclaiming that Harold Camping is a false teacher and has led many of his followers astray and needs to repent, but this puts those same people who make these accusations in an awkward position because of their doctrine of “once saved always saved.” I believe what he taught is false and since he is a liar what does the bible say his ultimate destination will be if he does not truly turn to God– REV. 21:8 – This doctrine of “once saved always saved” is again in direct conflict again with the wisdom of God. Examine the following scriptures - 
A. 1 COR. 10:12 – It has always been possible for the people of God to fall.   Did not man fall in the garden? GEN. 3:22-24 Did not Israel fall in the wilderness? NUMBERS 14:26-38 
B. GAL. 5:1-4 – The Hebrew Christians were able to fall.

C. REV. 2:4-5 – Christians in the church at Ephesus had fallen and needed to repent and return to their first love.

D. 1 TIM. 6:9 – Christians who desire to be rich – fall into temptation.

E. HEB. 3:12,14,19 – The Hebrew Christians were warned not to depart from God.

F. HEB. 6:4-6 – We can fall!

G. HEB. 12:14-17 – We can fall short of the grace of God and reject our birthright

III. BAPTISM AND SALVATION HAVE NO CONNECTION – What does the wisdom of God proclaim?
A. MARK 16:15-16 – Notice what Jesus says and those who condemn Harold Camping need to be consistent and judge righteous judgment. If they speak contrary to the wisdom of God aren’t they also false teachers?

B. ACTS 2:22, 32-36, 41, 47 – What did the apostles teach?

C. ACTS 10:47-48 – What did Peter command Cornelius and his household to do?

D. ACTS 22:16 – What did Ananias tell Saul? What had Saul been doing prior to these instructions? ACTS 9:9-11 – Praying and fasting

E. ROM. 6:3-7 – Note how Paul describes his baptism. Does our salvation have anything to do with the death-burial and resurrection of Christ? YES – then so does baptism.
F. ACTS 8:34-39 – What did Philip teach?

G. GAL. 3:26-27 – In order to be saved we must put on Christ. We do that when we are baptized into Christ. 

H. TITUS 3:4-5 – Some would say if baptism is connected with salvation then we are removing God’s grace from salvation and nothing could be further from the truth.  Listen to Paul’s exhortations to Titus. 

CONCLUSION – 

Have you been baptized into Christ for the remission of your sins? Why are you waiting?
Are you submitting to the wisdom of God in your life? MATT. 7:24-27 
If not the Bible describes you as a foolish man? 

There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death – PROV. 14:12
