THERE’S A FINE LINE BETWEEN…

2 SAMUEL 13:1-19 - TEXT

INTRODUCTION – In life there is a expression that is commonly used, “There is a fine line between…” and we fill in the blanks with words like life and death, peace and war, courage and coward.  Perhaps the typical use of this expression is “There is a fine line between love and hate. It seems hard to believe that love could turn so easily and quickly to hatred but it does and there is even a Bible example of this – 2 SAM. 13:1-19 – The story of Absalom’s brother Amnon and his love for his sister Tamar that quickly turned to hate after he raped her.

It takes great wisdom to live an effective life in service to God and fine lines have to be drawn in order to distinguish between Satan’s camouflaging of evil that he wants to us appear as good - 2 COR. 11:13-15.

We need a keenly trained spiritual eye to discern the fine line between good and evil - MATT. 7:1-20 – That is why Jesus teaches us we need to be able to wisely discern between emotions or motives that are closely associated.

“THERE’S A FINE LINE BETWEEN…”

1. TRUTH AND ERROR – The distinction between truth and error can sometimes be a subtle one.  This is not to say that the difference between truth and error is unimportant or inconsequential.  The subtlety is from the perspective of human beings in other words differences may seem minor to people thought they are actually very important – I.E. – one church is as good as another.

a. ISA. 55:8-9 – People do not see matters as God sees them.

b. MATT. 22:29-32 – Did the Sadducees have the same view of the resurrection as Jesus?  Who was right?

c. EPH. 2:8-9, 10 – See it says we are saved by grace thru faith but note verse 10 – JAMES 2:20-24 – Not by faith only, you see the Bible talks about “faith only” but it says we are not justified by faith only, but we must be justified by our works

d. COL. 1:23 – The sincere seeker of truth must be careful and perceptive in trying to discern the truth in the scriptures and differentiate it from error.

e. JN. 14:6 – Note what Jesus said – “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh unto the Father but by me.”
2. PEACEMAKING AND COMPROMISE – God desires for his people to be peaceable in nature.

a. MATT. 5:9 – The peacemakers are called the children of God.

b. ROM. 12:18 – We need to try to live in such a way that we can be at peace with all men.

c. 1 TIM. 2:1-2 – As Christians we need to be prepared to humble ourselves and make compromise in matters that do not involve sin or serious indiscretion.  Yet there are some who would insist upon having peace at any price, even if it means the compromise of the truth.

d. JAMES 3:17 – Wisdom from above is first pure then peaceable. Wisdom from above is first pure because it is the truth and nothing is so precious even peace that we should compromise the truth – PROV. 23:23 – We cannot have peace at any cost.

e. GAL. 4:9-16 – Did Paul neglect teaching the truth for the sake of peace?  No, he said, “Am I become your enemy because I tell you the truth.”

3. OBEDIENCE AND DISOBEDIENCE – 

a. 1 SAM. 15:2-3, 7-9, 13-21, 22-24 – Saul was so close to obeying the command of the Lord yet so very far away.

b. MATT. 7:21-23 – So close to obedience yet still so far away.

c. MATT. 15:7-9 – Are we like the Pharisees that we draw nigh to God with our mouths but our heart is so far from God?

d. ACTS 26:28 – “Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian” Agrippa almost obeyed and became a Christian.

e. ACTS 2:36-41 – Verse 41 - 3000 obeyed but many more did not take advantage of the opportunity.  So many so close to obeying.

CONCLUSION – Would you obey Jesus today?  Do not just get close to obeying but actually do it!  Maybe at one time you did obey Jesus, but now you are riding that fine line between obedience and disobedience.  Come back to Jesus giving him first place in your life and giving Him priority when it comes to choosing truth or error, the fine line between peacemaking or compromise and obedience and disobedience.

