THINGS FORBIDDEN BY GOD’S GRACE
ROMANS 5:15 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – ROM. 5:15 - But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the one man's offense many died, much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many. 

As Paul by inspiration instructs the brethren at Rome – grace is only possible because of Christ and as a result of this grace we have unlimited access to the spiritual blessing that are available to us as his children.  Even though it is thru the grace of God that we are set free from sin the bible teaches us very clearly there are some things forbidden by God’s grace.

This will be the topic of our study today.

THINGS FORBIDDEN BY GOD’S GRACE – 

I. WORLDLY LUSTS – 

A. TITUS 2:11-12 – God’s grace teaches us to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts.
B. ROM. 5:20 – Wherever there is sin God’s grace is abundant enough to overcome it.   God is never in short supply of his grace
C. ROM. 6:1, 15-23 – Because God’s grace abounds is that reason for us to continue in sin – GOD FORBID!!! – We are set free from sin (servants of sin unto death) to become slaves to God (servants of obedience unto righteousness).
D. ROM. 12:1-2; 13:8-14 – Grace does not call for us to be conformed to the world but transformed from the world.
E. 2 COR. 6:1, 14-7:1 – Can we receive the grace of God in vain?  YES – How do prevent this from happening? Vs. 14 – Do not become yoked to the world – to unbelievers, but rather cleanse ourselves and perfect holiness.
F. HEB. 12:14-15 – Do not become defiled and fall short of the grace of God.
II. PRIDE – 

A. PROV. 3:34, 8:13, 29:23 – The humble receive the grace of God.  Those who fear the Lord hate evil and pride.  A man’s  pride will bring him low.
B. JAMES 4:6 – God resists the proud – gives grace to the humble – WHY?
C. 1 PET. 5:5-6 – Grace is given to the humble because they are able to submit to the mighty hand of God in all things.
D. ISA. 2:11-12, 13:11 – God will humble the pride of man.  What had caused Israel to stumble?  PRIDE – They did not think God would bring them down after all they were his people.
E. LUKE 18:9-14 – Who gained the approval of God the proud Pharisee or the humbled tax collector.
F. ROM. 12:3 – We do not need to wear rose colored glasses.
G. GAL. 6:3 – Do not think to highly of your self.
III. ANOTHER GOSPEL – 

A. GAL. 1:6-12 – Only the gospel of Christ contains the message of the grace of Christ.  We can not pervert this message of salvation and still be recipients of the grace of God.
B. DEUT. 13:1-11 – We cannot go after other gods if we  do so we will lose our soul.
C. HEB. 1:1-2, 12:18-25, 13:8-9 – In these last days we must listen to his son – Jesus if we want to be recipients of his grace.   Do not refuse him who speaks from heaven.  If our heart is established with grace we will not be carried awat with strange (false) doctrines.
IV. SALVATION BY WORKS – 

A. ROM. 4:1-5 – We are not deemed righteous by our works but rather by our faith.   That is what made Abraham justified before God.   Grace does not prohibit works of faith. 
B. ROM. 10:5 – Righteousness could only be obtained in the law by keeping it perfectly which no man could do – Only Jesus was able to keep the law of Moses perfectly 
C. ROM. 11:5 – During the times of the apostles there was a remnant (few compared to many) according to the election of grace.  How does God elect those who will be recipients of his grace?  The grace of God is available to all who will submit to Christ thru faith and obedience

D. ROM. 3:24, 5:1 – Justified by grace (thru the redemption in Christ) and then it is stated that we are justified by faith (thru our Lord Jesus Christ)..   How can this be so?  How are we redeemed?
E. ROM. 6:3-4, 15-18 – Baptized into the death of Christ, we were the servants of sin unto death but now we are the servants of obedience unto righteousness.
CONCLUSION – 
Are you part of the remnant that has been saved by the grace of God?
God’s grace is extended to all mankind – eternal life is a gift.

Will you receive the gift of salvation?

How?
