THINGS INVOLVED IN BEING STEADFAST AND UNMOVABLE

1 CORINTHIANS 15:58 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – In our text Paul is encouraging the Corinthians to be steadfast and unmovable.  His sincere desire is that they grow to spiritual maturity and be faithful in their service to Christ.  This lesson is for us to understand the things we must possess and do in order to be steadfast and unmovable.

THINGS INVOVLED IN BEING STEADFAST AND UNMOVABLE:

1. STUDENT OF GOD’S WORD – 

A. EPH. 3:1-4 – The first step to being a student of God’s word is to familiarize our self with it.  We must get to know the book. For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles-- 2 if indeed you have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for you, 3 how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written already, 4 by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ),
B. EPH. 5:17 – We must come to understand the will of the Lord. This will take more than a casual scripture reading every now and then. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.
C. 2 TIM. 2:15 – Study or give diligence to show thy self approved before God. We must do this with an open mind and heart. Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth
D. PROV. 2:1-5 – We must diligently seek after wisdom. My son, if you receive my words, And treasure my commands within you, So that you incline your ear to wisdom, And apply your heart to understanding;  Yes, if you cry out for discernment, And lift up your voice for understanding,  If you seek her as silver, And search for her as for hidden treasures;  Then you will understand the fear of the LORD, And find the knowledge of God. 
E. ACTS 17:11 – The Bereans were Christians who were serious about their study of the word of God. These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.
2. PRAYER – 

A. PHIL. 4:6 – Paul’s instructions to the Philippians about prayer. Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;
B. COL. 4:2 – We are to continue in prayer. Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving;
C. 1 THESS. 5:17 – It is something we are to do w/o ceasing. “pray without ceasing”
D. JAMES 5:16 – Instructs why we are to pray and why prayer is so important. Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.
E. MATT. 14:22-23 – Example of Jesus after just feeding the 5000 - Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other side, while He sent the multitudes away. 23 And when He had sent the multitudes away, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray. Now when evening came, He was alone there.
3. PERSONAL PURITY – 

A. 1 TIM. 4:12-13 – Paul exhorts Timothy to remain unspotted from the world. Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 13 Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 
B. PHIL. 4:8 – Paul tells us how to keep our lives pure. Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy--meditate on these things. 
C. 2 COR. 10:5 – We must bring every thought into captivity to Christ. casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, Where do murders, adulteries, thefts begin? In a heart that is not pure
D. EPH. 4:28-29 – To maintain personal purity we must replace old habits of sin with the good habits of godliness. Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, working with his hands what is good, that he may have something to give him who has need. 29 Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers
4. BELONGING TO AND WORSHIPPING WITH A LOCAL CHURCH – 

A. ACTS 9:18, 26 – Saul - Many people who are Christians never identify that they want to work with a local church. And when Saul had come to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, and did not believe that he was a disciple
B. 2 COR. 6:14 – The church where you worship must be faithful to the Lord.  Do not be yoked to those who reject the will of the Lord. - Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 
C. ACTS 20:28-32 – It is not impossible for churches to go into apostasy. Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29 For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves. 31 Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears. 32 So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.  
D. REV. 3:1-2 – Church at Sardis. Their works were not perfect before God.  "And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, 'These things says He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars: "I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead. 2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die, for I have not found your works perfect before God.
5. ASSEMBLE – 

A. HEB. 10:25 - not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching. The command, then, here is, to meet together for the worship of God, and it is enjoined on Christians as an important duty to do it. It is implied, also, that there is blame or fault where this is "neglected."[As the manner of some is] Why those here referred to neglected public worship, is not specified. It may have been from such causes as the following. (1) Some may have been deterred by the fear of persecution, as those who were thus assembled would be more exposed to danger than others. (2) Some may have neglected the duty because they felt no interest in it-as professing Christians now sometimes do. (3) It is possible that some may have had doubts about the necessity and propriety of this duty, and on that account may have neglected it. (4) Or it may perhaps have been, though we can hardly suppose that this reason existed, that some may have neglected it from a cause which now sometimes operates-from dissatisfaction with a preacher, or with some member or members of the church, or with some measure in the church. Whatever were the reasons, the apostle says that they should not be allowed to operate, but that Christians should regard it as a sacred duty to meet together for the worship of God. None of the causes above suggested should deter people from this duty. With all who bear the Christian name, with all who expect to make advances in piety and religious knowledge, it should be regarded as a sacred duty to assemble together for public worship. 
B. MATT. 22:36-38 – "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?" 37 Jesus said to him, " 'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.'  38 This is the first and great commandment  Does my attitude effect my assembling? Yes. Do I really love the Lord with all my heart soul and mind?  If your answer is yes then where will you be when there are assemblies for public worship?

C. MATT. 6:33 – But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.  Am I seeking the kingdom or kingship of Jesus in my life?  Is this my top priority?  Then where will I be when the assemblies are taking place?
D. REV. 2:1-5 – Some had left their first love in Ephesus.  Have you left your first love for the Lord and allowed other things in this life to slowly but surely cause you to drift from the Lord.

E. ACTS 2:44-46 - Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45 and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. 46 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart,
F. ACTS 5:42 - And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.
G. ACTS 19:9 – Other references to disciples assembling daily. But when some were hardened and did not believe, but spoke evil of the Way before the multitude, he departed from them and withdrew the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus.
H. ECCL. 9:10 – Do we have any zeal in our service for the Lord? Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might; for there is no work or device or knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you are going.
I. COL. 3:1-2 – If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. What are my priorities?  

J. MATT. 7:24-27 - Remember the words of Jesus about being wise or foolish. Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26 Now everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.  If we want to be steadfast and unmovable our foundation must be established upon the rock and not the sand.  We do things all the time that are a lot more demanding in regard to time constraints than our worship – I.E. – Job two week seminar for all interested in getting promotions and as a result pay increase, radiation for cancer 6-8 weeks

CONCLUSION – Can we truly remain steadfast and unmovable? The answer is yes, but we must overcome temptation – 1 COR. 10:13 - No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it. Christ is assuring us he will never leave us or forsake us.

Why should I want to remain steadfast and unmovable?  REV. 3:20-21 – the reward of being in heaven - To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. 22 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
Do you want to go to heaven?  REV. 7:9-15 - After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!" 11 All the angels stood around the throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying: "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, Thanksgiving and honor and power and might, Be to our God forever and ever. Amen." 

13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, "Who are these arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?" 14 And I said to him, "Sir, you know." So he said to me, "These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. 
Are you ready?  All spiritual blessings are available to us in Christ but we must obey him – HEB. 5:8-9 - though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him, 

