THINGS OF ULTIMATE IMPORTANCE

HEBREWS 5:8-9 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – We live our lives by prioritizing things according to their importance to us.  Whether it is our house and where we live, our job, the school we attend, even our vacation spots places we would like to see and visit or even the car we drive.  All these things take on varying degrees of importance to us and they are all important in a given context, but today we want to study about things of ultimate importance – things that really matter in life – things that are essential.  The longer I live in this world the more I realize there are relatively few things of ultimate importance and the way we sometimes view things that are very important to us at one point in life (say when we are young) become less significant as we grow older both in age and the faith. 

The Hebrew writer states – in HEB. 5:8-9 – that Jesus is the author of eternal salvation to all those who obey him.  If we obey Jesus then our priorities will become, as he desires for us.  In this study we will discuss some things that are of ultimate importance, not just important but things that are essential and will make a difference in our eternal destiny.

THINGS OF ULTIMATE IMPORTANCE:

1. WORD OF GOD – How important is the word of God to us?

a. HEB. 1:1-3 – God speaks to us today thru his Son  - the same one who made the world and upholds all things by the power of his word.

b. JN. 1:1-3, 14 – Jesus is the word that became flesh and dwelt among us.

c. MATT. 7:24-29 – We need to hear the word and do it because Jesus is the one who has all authority.

d. MATT. 4:4 – Jesus realized the importance of the word of God.  How did he answer Satan when he tempted him?  IT is written - the word of God is powerful Jesus realized that and we need to do the same because it is the standard by which we will be judged.

e. JN. 12:48-49 – The words spoken by Jesus will judge us in the last day.

f. MATT. 17:5 – That is why God told us to listen to Jesus – “Hear ye him.”

2. NAME OF JESUS CHRIST – It is indeed the most important name we need to know.  I.E. – We want to meet someone so we try to find out there name.

a. PHIL. 2:5-11 – There is no name more important than           the name of Jesus – Why? You might ask.

b. COL. 1:18 – There is no name that can be named in this world or the one to come that matches the wonderful name of Jesus.  It is because of his name that he is the head over all things to the church.

c. ACTS 4:12 – There is salvation in no other name – only in the name of Jesus.

d. ACTS 2:36-38 – Note the answer Peter gave to the question of the Jewish audience at Pentecost.  We must have the authority of Christ for everything we do.

e. COL. 3:17 – We must do all in the name of the Lord Jesus – that is how important his name is to us.

3. BLOOD OF CHRIST – If Christ did not shed his blood for us there would be no forgiveness of sins.

a. HEB. 9:11-16 – Not the blood of bulls and goats but only the blood of Christ can obtain eternal redemption for us.

b. EPH. 1:7 – Redemption is thru the blood of Christ because only it has the power to forgive sins.

c. ROM. 5:6-11 – His blood justifies us, reconciles us, and atones for our sins.

d. COL. 1:18-22 – We are able to be reconciled and be at peace with God thru the blood of the cross.

e. ROM. 6:3-7 – We contact the blood of Christ thru baptism into his death.
4.  THE CHURCH -  The one Jesus promised to build
a. MATT. 16:18-19 – Christ said he would build his church he made the promise.

b. ACTS 20:28 – He kept the promise by purchasing the church with his own blood.
c. EPH. 5:25 – He loved it as his own bride.  I.E. – Do you remember the day you got married?

d. EPH. 1:22-23 – He is the head of the body the church.  I.E. – Our head controls our body and it is with Christ and the church.

e. ACTS 2:47 – Christ the head, adds the saved to his body, the church.
5.  INFLUENCE OF CHRISTIANS – Do we really regard this as having ultimate importance?  Do I ever really consider this?  You might answer yes because I come on Sunday, but what about M-F?  How strong do you want this church to be?  It will be as strong as the influence of the Christians who make it up

a. 1 PET. 2:9-12  - We must be a peculiar people.

b. 1 PET. 4:1-4 – We must have a change from our sinful lifestyle of the past.

c. 1 TIM. 6:11-12 – To have a positive influence we must be fighting the good fight of faith.  Why do we often fail in something that is so important?

d. EPH. 6:10-13 – Our influence is often destroyed because we go into battle w/o the whole armor of God.  We are not prepared, not fully protected and we do not know how to use what God has given us for protection properly.

e. MATT. 16:24-26 – If I deny self and follow Jesus what type of influence will I have with others?  What gets in our way – the world and the things it has to offer us? Jesus in these verses also points out the most important thing we have in our possession our soul.  Do we just disregard the value of our soul and live to please our self?

CONCLUSION – 
What things are important to you?

Where will you spend eternity?  
It really depends on what things have ultimate importance in our lives!!!
