THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW – 18

JOSHUA 24:13-15

INTRODUCTION – As parents we face many great challenges in raising our children.  This will be our last lesson of this series on things our children must know.  It is appropriate that we end this series studying the importance of our children making wise decisions. In this series we have looked at many challenges that are presented to us in the training up of our children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord and have continually noted in order for our children to learn something we must be able to teach them and set the proper example before them. 

The purpose of our lesson today is to make sure our children understand like Joshua did the importance of making wise choices. Life is a series of choices and those who truly find happiness in life are those who make the best choices and no one should make better choices than a Christian. 

READ - TEXT – The challenge put forth by Joshua is still of vital importance today especially to our children.  The choice he placed on Israel is a choice we all must make at some point in time.  All must make a choices so make sure that you make a wise ones – How do we make wise choices and teach our children to do the same? Some guidelines – 1.) Do not be impulsive and make rash decisions. 2.) Do not be a person who cannot make a decision and procrastinates. Do not be indecisive. Be able to make decisions after contemplation. 3.) Apply good sense, reason and logic. 4.) Make all choices with God’s word and will in our mind and using it as our standard.
THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW ABOUT DECISION MAKING: 

I. THE IMPORTANCE OF MAKING PROPER CHOICES –  
A. GEN. 13:1-11 – The choice of Lot caused him and his family terrible consequences. Lot did not consult God he chose for himself vs. 11. Do not make an important decision in your life and leave God out of the equation. Note the consequences of that mistake.
B. GEN. 19:14 – His daughters who were married remained with their husbands in the city and were destroyed because of the influence of that wicked city.

C. GEN. 19:25-26 – Lot also lost his wife.

D. GEN. 19:36 – Lot’s two surviving daughters obviously influenced by Sodom got him drunk and committed sexual immorality with their own father.  This is how far a bad decision can take you.
E. HEB. 11:24-26 – Moses on the other hand made the right choices and wise decisions that produced great blessings. How do you think the peers of Moses looked at his decision? FOOLISH, but he is considered to be one of God’s great servants.

F. PHIL. 2:5-11 – Jesus made a choice that brought blessings to all when he chose to leave heaven.

G. JN. 10:17-18 – Jesus also chose to lay down his life for you and me to make the gift of salvation possible for all men.

II. SOME MAJOR CHOICES WE MUST MAKE – 

A. ECCL. 12:1 – The most important decision you will ever make is whom you will serve in this life. Parents we need to urge our children to make this decision early in life.
B. GAL. 6:7-8 – Some will choose to sow their wild oats, but remember that you will reap what you sow.

C. 2 TIM. 2:22 – You can be like Timothy and strive to flee youthful lusts or you can be like David and give in to them.

D. JAMES 4:4 – You alone decide whether you will be a friend of God or the world.

E. MATT. 6:24, 12:30 – You must make the choice no one can make it for you.

F. HEB. 13:4 – The second most important decision in life is who you will marry. The measure of success and happiness in life, the eternal destiny of your soul, and the soul of your companion and children may well be determined by this choice. Choose to enter marriage with purity and take marriage seriously – 1.) Use good judgment – know the difference between infatuation and love. 2.) Do not rush into marriage. 3.) Listen to good advice from trusted friends and parents. 4.) Talk to those who have had successful marriages 5.) Follow God’s instructions and you will make a wise choice.
G. 1 COR. 15:33 - Choose your friends wisely. Realize the power of peer pressure. Make wise choices in regard to your schooling and vocation.  Many people hate their jobs and as a result are unhappy in what they do.  In all these areas seek out the will of God and sound advice from those you trust.

III. COMMITMENT AND DECISION MAKING – Be a person of commitment. Proper choices without commitment are meaningless. As a result of a lack of commitment many marriages fail, many drop out of school, and many forsake the Lord.
A. LUKE 9:62 – Nowhere is commitment more important than in spiritual matters. When you make your commitment to the Lord press on and never look back.
B. PHIL. 3:8-16 – We have the wonderful example of the apostle Paul.

C. PSA. 37:5 – Commitment equals trust.  If I commit my ways to the Lord then I must trust him.

D. PROV. 16:3 – In everything we must commit our work to the Lord and we will be blessed for doing so.
CONCLUSION – 

We must learn to make wise decisions. 

Have you decided to serve God?

Are you committed to making choices that will please God?

