TRADEMARKS OF A FAITHFUL CHRISTIAN

2 PETER 1:5-11 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Do we know what a trademark or logo of a company represents?  It is something that identifies a product as distinctive from others.  When I call out the name of the company think of their trademark or logo – Chevrolet; bowtie – Texaco; star John Deere; Green deer McDonald’s: golden arches.

These trademarks establish something to be authentic, the real thing – Coca- Cola.  Everyone recognizes that trademark and you know that you are getting the real product from Coke.  As Christians we should possess certain trademarks as it were that we are the real thing.  ACTS 11:26 – “…and the disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.”  That we are really what we claim to be and that is a Christian. 

2 PET. 1:5-11 – These are some things that Peter says we must add to our faith and when we do they help identify us to the world that we are faithful Christians.

What are the trademarks of a faithful Christian?

1. VALUES WISDOM – This must be of utmost importance to us as Christians.  Wisdom differs from knowledge.  Many Christians have a good knowledge of what God’s word requires them to do, but do not have the wisdom to make the practical application in their life.

a. JOB 28:12-19 – Job expresses the true value of wisdom.

b. JAMES 3:13-18 – Notice the benefits of the wisdom James refers to in these verses.  Is this a trademark we possess?  It is sad to say but often times the wisdom men value is the wisdom of the world.

2. VALUES TIME – A faithful Christian must make wise use of his/her time.  We all have the same amount of time. Remember the parable of the talents – MATT. 25:14 – these men had various degrees of ability but they all had the same amount of time.

a. ROM. 13:11-14 – If we are faithful we are not sleeping.

b. EPH. 5:15-17 – A trademark of a faithful Christian is that they use their time to walk correctly before God and man.  They redeem it! How do we use our time?

3. VALUES WORDS – We will give an account of the words we use and what value we placed upon them.  That is why we sing songs such as “Angry Words” oh let them never from the tongue unbridled slip.

a. MATT. 12:34-37 – Our words will either justify or condemn us.

b. EPH. 4:29-32 – We should be known for our communication skills as Christians.  Do we use the language of the world or is our speech a trademark of one who follows Christ?

4. VALUES DEEDS – Not just another person who claims to be a Christian but never does anything in service for God.  EPH. 2:8-10 – As Christians we are created in Christ Jesus for good works.

a. JN. 3:16-21 – We should be doers of truth.  Walk in the light. As Christians we have come out of darkness.  COL. 1:12-14
b. 1 JN. 3:16-18 – Are we engaged in the deeds that are trademarks of a faithful Christian?

5. VALUES APPEARANCE – Does the way you dress ever create any doubt in the minds of other people that you are a Christian?  I.E. – Article in the paper recently that questioned the propriety of a young girl in middle school holding a sign for a car wash on the side of the street in Ft. Walton Beach scantily clad in a swim suit to attract customers for this school fund raiser.

a. 1 TIM. 2:7-10 – Is there is any doubt about the clothes you wear and the statement they make?  You should live and dress in such a way that leaves no doubt you profess godliness with good works.

b. EX. 28:41-42 – God’s definition of nakedness. As we come to worship do we value the way we appear before God?  Are we like the psalmist – PSA. 122:1 – “I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of the Lord.”  What is our trademark?

6. VALUES CHURCH – Do we really care about the church and its work is that our trademark?

a. 1 JN. 5:1-4 – We must express our love for God.

b. ROM. 14:10-16 – Will we cause problems in the church over things that are opinion (liberty) and not doctrine?  I.E. – Constructing a building.  Then we have some brethren who cause problems by wanting things that are doctrinal in nature to be placed under Romans 14 and viewed as liberties.  I.E. - MDR

7. VALUES SOUL – The faithful Christian has an understanding of the value of the soul to God.  The most valuable thing we possess in this life is our soul.  It is not our house, car, boat, RV or jewelry, but our soul.

a. MATT. 16:24-26 – We must reflect on the value of our soul and the souls of others.  We need to give serious consideration to what Jesus says.

b. 1 COR. 9:24-27 – Why did Paul buffet his body?  He knew the value of his soul and the reward that awaited him and that also awaits us.

8. VALUES INFLUENCE – Are you a good example for others?

a. COL. 4:5-6 – Are we walking in wisdom?  Do we have the trademark of a holy walk?  Does your walk in life draw people to Christ?

b. 1 PET. 2:9-12 - We either compel or repel others by the way we live our life as a Christian.  What is your trademark? Note the Christians at Philippi – PHIL. 2:15 – It will not take long for people to know what you claim to be and if you truly live by God’s standard.

CONCLUSION – Do you bear the trademarks of a faithful Christian in you life today?  If not repent!  If you are not a Christian you can become one today and begin to bear the trademarks of a child of God.

