TRUE MARKS OF A SOUND CHURCH

EPH. 5:24-32 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Recently we studied the trademarks of a faithful Christian and today we want to study the trademarks of a sound or faithful church.  Paul emphasizes the most important characteristic of a sound and faithful church in his letter to the Ephesians.  The church must be in submission to Christ.  In order to accomplish this the church must be subject to the will of its head, which is Christ.  We must hear what he says to us and be willing to do it. – MATT. 17:5 – Hear ye Him.  Paul states this principle very clearly in COL. 1:18 – Do we give Christ the preeminent position? – Do we submit to his will in all things we do? – COL. 3:17

TRUE MARKS OF A SOUND CHURCH:

1. SOUND DOCTRINE – 

a. 1 TIM. 3:15 – The church is to be the pillar and ground of the truth.  This is our foremost responsibility.  JN. 8:32; JN. 17:17
b. TITUS 2:1 – Paul gave these instructions to this young gospel preacher.  Why? The church needs to hear sound doctrine.

c. TITUS 2:7-8 – Some today say doctrine is not important – Example – MDR.  Just lump it along with every thing else we disagree on and put in Romans 14 and say we are at liberty to disagree over doctrine or place it under the guise of congregational autonomy.  Just because each local congregation is autonomous does not give it the right to disregard truth.

d. 1 THESS. 1:5-9 – What did they sound out?  The word of the Lord, his teachings, his doctrine.  What was the result of them sticking with the doctrine of Christ?

2. SPIRITUALLY MINDED –

a. ROM. 12:1-2 – As Christians we must have our minds transformed and renewed.

b. ROM. 8:5-8 – Results of a spiritual minded life.

c. 1 COR. 3:1-3 – The Christians in the church at Corinth were carnal and walking after men.  What problems did they have as a result of not submitting to Christ and his truth?  fornication – 5, going to law with a brother – 6, not properly understanding the marriage relationship – 7, Lord’s Supper – 11, spiritual gifts – 12 etc.

d. 1 COR. 1:10 – How is unity to be attained? By following Christ and his teachings, then we can be perfectly joined together in the same mind (because it will be a spiritual mind – the mind of Christ, not men).  Some brethren loudly proclaim we cannot be of the same mind and judgment that unity is not possible.  This is true if and only if we are not spiritually minded and willing to submit to the will of Christ and instead we submit to the will of men.  

e. PHIL. 1:27 – If unity is not possible and being of the same mind is not possible why did Paul write these instructions to the church at Philippi?  Do our lives become the gospel?  Do we stand fast in one spirit?  Are we striving together for the faith of the gospel?

3. ACTIVE WORKERS WITH GENUINE LOVE – 

a. 1 JN. 5:1-2 – Do we love God? Are we keeping his commandments and working for him?

b. REV. 2:1-5 – What would Jesus say to us if he wrote the church at Mary Esther a letter today?

c. REV. 3:1-4 – Do we have a name that we are alive and are dead?

d. MATT. 21:28-31 – Are we like the son who said he would work in his fathers vineyard but we are yet to go to work?

e. 1 COR. 15:58 – Always abound in the work of the Lord.  Are we doing this? Often times Christians are busy but it is not doing his work.

4. PECULIAR MEMBERS – DIFFERENT – INFLUENCE
a. 1 PET. 2:9-12 – Do others behold our good works?

b. 2 COR. 6:14-18 – What do we participate or share in righteousness or unrighteousness?  Light or darkness?  Our choices should distinguish us from the world.

c. 1 THESS. 5:19-21 – Do we abstain or do we join in?

d. ACTS 5:24-29 – In this chapter we can see the power of example.

e. MATT. 5:13-16 – We need to be that positive example for good so men will glorify God!

5. PEOPLE OF PRAYER – 

a. EPH. 6:18-20 – Pray that the word will be proclaimed boldly.  All Christians need boldness.

b. MATT. 9:37-38 – Pray for the lost and those who are striving to teach them.

c. ACTS 12:5 – They wanted his life spared because Herod had killed James.  They were specific.

d. PHIL. 4:6 – Pray with thanksgiving. 
CONCLUSION – These are not by any means an exhaustive list of the true marks of a sound church.  A local church can be a very strong force for truth in a community but only if it has members that are willing to submit to the will of Christ and the doctrine found in his word.  Then and only then can we have spiritually minded Christians who have scriptural unity and are willing to work and express genuine love for Christ and their brothers and sisters in Christ.

