TWELVE RESOLUTIONS FOR THE NEW YEAR
JAMES 1:22 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Another year has passed and as we often do we think of resolutions during this time of year.  Just what is a resolution?  The definition of resolution is to resolve or determine you will do something.  We often make resolutions but fail to keep them because we allow excuses to get in the way – JAMES 1:22 -  We must resolve to do the will of God in 2007 - But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 

TWELVE RESOLUTIONS FOR 2007 – 

I. LOVE GOD DEEPER AND RICHER – 
A. MATT. 22:37-38 - You may say I love God but is there any evidence that we do? 

B. JN. 14:15 – Proof of our love for God is when we keep his commandments.

II. READ AND STUDY GOD’S WORD REGULARLY – 

A. 2 TIM. 2:15 – You cannot obey what you do not know.

B. PROV. 1:5 – A wise man will hear and increase learning.  Our knowledge must be greater at the end of this year than it is right now.

III. PRAY TO GOD ON A CONSISTENT BASIS – 

A. LUKE 18:1 – Do we truly understand the value of prayer?

B. JAMES 4:7 – The more we pray the closer we draw near to God.   Is there anyone who you are really close to who you do not talk to on a regular basis?

IV. WORSHIP THE LORD WITH GOD’S PEOPLE – 

A. HEB. 10:24-26 – So we can provoke each other to love and good works.

B. MATT. 21:28-31 – We are members of the kingdom so we desire to work for the King and to worship him.
V. INCREASE GIVING – 

A. ROM. 12:1-2 – Myself. This is often the most difficult for us to do.  To surrender completely to God.
B. EPH. 5:15-17 - My time.  This is often the thing we are the most unwilling to sacrifice. 

C. 2 COR. 9:6-7 - My money.  This is the easiest thing for us to give but we often do not have the proper attitudes to allow us to give liberally and sacrificially.  
VI. STRIVE TO SPEAK TO PEOPLE ABOUT CHRIST – 

A. PROV. 11:30  - We must see the wisdom in soul winning.

B. JAMES 5:19-20 – Do we care about the souls of those who are erring?

VII. ADMIT MISTAKES AND REPENT – 

A. MATT. 16:24-26 – Do not lose your soul because you will not repent!

B. 1 JN. 1:7-9 –Admit our mistakes, our missteps, our sin and repent.
VIII. DO NOT LIVE IN THE PAST – PRESS FORWARD – 

A. PHIL. 3:13-16 – Cannot change the past and the future may never come

B. MATT. 6:27 – Follow the advise of the master teacher.

IX. TODAY IS ALL I HAVE –
A. PROV. 27:1 – Now is all we have.  Obey God today!!!

B. JAMES 4:13-17 – Do good today it may be your last. 

X. EDIFY THE BODY OF CHRIST – 

A. EPH. 4:16 – I must do my part I cannot pass the buck.  Resolve to do your part no matter how insignificant you may view your role in the body of Christ to be.
XI. IMPROVE MY SERVICE – 

A. COL. 1:9-11 – I can only improve my service if I have the proper attitude.   If my attitude is correct then I must utilize my ability to the max.

B. EPH. 5:8 – Determine in 2007 to walk in light and avoid darkness.

XII. RELY ON GOD -  

A. EPH. 3:20 – Rely on his power not ours and allow his power to work in us.

B. PHIL. 4:13 – God and I can get his work done but I must be relying on the power of God as I work to do his will.

CONCLUSION – 
Are you going to make any New Year resolutions?

Make sure you resolve to grow spiritually in 2007.

PHIL. 4:6-9 - Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy--meditate on these things. 9 The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you.

If we resolve make sure we DO, we must talk the talk and walk the walk.

Let us go on unto perfection!!!
