UNITY IN DIVERSITY
PSALMS 133:1 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – PSALMS 133:1 - Behold, how good and how pleasant it is 

For brethren to dwell together in unity! 

How important is unity?  Unity is very important. It is important enough that God recognizes it as a good thing.  

Many today think we can never see the Bible alike so unity is not possible.  Is their assumption correct?

Is unity possible?  As will be the case in all our lessons we will look to God’s word for the answer.

JN. 17:20-21 – Did Jesus pray for something that was impossible? "I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 
1 COR. 1:10 – Was Paul pleading with the Corinthians about something that could not take place? 1 Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.
EPH. 4:1-6 – Did Paul give false instructions to the brethren at Ephesus? I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 
Unity in diversity is an oxymoron which means it is contradictory in terms.  Phrase originally developed by denominations to advocate union  - tolerance of religious error – not unity so the denominations could be more accepting of their differences.  It is a phrase that provided unity among denominations.   

It then began to be used by brethren such as Carl Ketcherside and Leroy Garrett to advocate the acceptance of doctrinal looseness.  Unity in diversity claims as brethren since we are free to marry or not marry, and since we can be a vegetarian or a meat eater then we can also exercise the freedom to worship as we see fit – teach whatever view of the kingdom we have (premillianialism) and practice what ever we desire to in regard to M/D/R.  Unity in diversity claims we can go different ways, with different doctrines, and still be pleasing to God and still maintain unity.  Is that assumption true?  

The division is not over what the Bible says but what it does not say!!!

FUNDAMENTAL FACTS OF THE GOSPEL IN REGARD TO BIBLE UNITY:

I. BIBLE UNITY - TRUTH
A. BAPTISM VS MAN’S DIVERSITY – INFANT BAPTISM, SAVED BEFORE BAPTISM AND SPRINKLING
1. MARK 16:16 - He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. ACTS 8:12 - But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized.
2. ACTS 2:38 - Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
3. ACTS 8:36-38 - Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, "See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?" 37 Then Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." And he answered and said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." 38 So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him
4. ROM. 6:3-5 - Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection
B. LORD’S SUPPER VS. MAN’S DIVERSITY – MONTHLY, WEEKDAY, WAFER ONLY OR DIET PEPSI
1. ACTS 20:7 - Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until midnight.
2. 1 COR. 10:16 - The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ? 

3. 1 COR. 11:23-26 - For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, "Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me." 25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes. 
II. BIBLE TRUTH REJECTS MAN’S PERVERSION – 

A. 1 TIM. 1:3-4 - As I urged you when I went into Macedonia--remain in Ephesus that you may charge some that they teach no other doctrine, 4 nor give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which cause disputes rather than godly edification which is in faith.
B. 2 TIM. 1:13 - Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 

C. GAL. 1:6-9 - I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.
D. 2 JN. 9 - Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. 
E. 1 COR. 4:6 - Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively transferred to myself and Apollos for your sakes, that you may learn in us not to think beyond what is written, that none of you may be puffed up on behalf of one against the other.
III. BIBLE UNITY VS. MAN’S DIVERSITY 
A. SING VS. MAN’S DIVERSITY – HUMMING, CHOIRS, PIANOS, ORGANS
1. EPH. 5:19 - speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,
2. COL. 3:16 - Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
B. LAYING BY IN STORE VS. MAN’S DIVERSITY – SELLING, RAFFLES, CAR WASH
1. 1 COR. 16:2 - On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come.
IV. BIBLE TRUTH REJECTS MAN’S DIVERSION 
A. 1 PET. 4:11 - If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
B. 2 THESS. 2:15 - Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you were taught, whether by word or our epistle. 
C. 2 TIM. 3:16-17 - All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
D. 2 TIM. 4:2-4 - Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 
E. 1 TIM. 4:1 - Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons,
V. BIBLE UNITY VS. MAN’S DIVERSITY
A. ELDERS VS. BACHELOR, NO KIDS, PASTOR, POPE
1. ACTS 14:23 - So when they had appointed elders in every church, and prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed.
2. 1 PET. 5:2 - Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly;
3. 1 TIM. 3:2, 4 - A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; 4 one who rules his own house well, having his children in submission with all reverence 
4. TITUS 1:6 - if a man is blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of dissipation or insubordination.
B. WORK OF THE CHURCH VS. FUN, FOOD, ENTERTAINMENT, RECREATION – GYM
1. 1 THESS. 1:8 – For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that we do not need to say anything. 
2. ACTS 11:22 –  Then news of these things came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to go as far as Antioch.
3. EPH. 4:12-16 -  for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head--Christ-- 16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. 
VI. BIBLE TRUTH REJECTS MAN’S SUBVERSION
A. REV. 22:18-19 - For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book. 
B. ACTS 15:24 - Since we have heard that some who went out from us have troubled you with words, unsettling your souls, saying, 'You must be circumcised and keep the law'--to whom we gave no such commandment-- 25 it seemed good to us, being assembled with one accord, to send chosen men to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 26 men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
C. 1 COR. 14:37 - If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which I write to you are the commandments of the Lord. 
VII. BIBLE UNITY VS. MAN’S DIVERSITY

A. MORALS VS. ABORTION, HOMOSEXUAL MARRIAGES, SOCIAL DRINKING, GAMBLING
1. GAL. 5:19-21 - Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
2. TITUS 2:11-14 -For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works. 
3. 1 TIM. 2:9 - in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing, 
4. 1 COR. 15:33 - Do not be deceived: "Evil company corrupts good habits."
B. WORSHIP VS. XMAS, EASTER, BEADS, CANDLES
1. MATT. 15:8-9 - These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.' " 
2. LEV. 10:1-2 - And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them not. 2 And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and they died before the LORD.
3. HEB. 11:4 - By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead still speaks.
VIII. BIBLE TRUTH REJECTS MAN’S REVISION 
A. ISA. 8:20 - To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.
B. PROV. 30:6 - Do not add to His words, Lest He rebuke you, and you be found a liar. 
C. ISA. 55:8-9 -"For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways," says the LORD. 9 "For as the heavens are higher than the earth,So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.  

D. PHIL. 3:16 - Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be of the same mind. 
E. PHIL. 4:9 - The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you.
IX. BIBLE UNITY VS. MAN’S DIVERSITY
A. GOD’S PLAN FOR M/D/R VS POLYGAMY, HOMOSEXUAL MARRIAGES, DIVORCE FOR ANY CAUSE, ALIENS NOT ACCOUINTABLE, IF MY PARTNER DEPARTS, THE GUILTY PARTY MAY REMARRY
1. HEB. 13:4 - Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will judge.

2. MATT. 5:32 - "But I say to you that whoever divorces his wife for any reason except sexual immorality causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a woman who is divorced commits adultery.
3. MATT. 19:9- And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced commits adultery." 
4. ROM. 7:1-3 - Or do you not know, brethren (for I speak to those who know the law), that the law has dominion over a man as long as he lives? 2 For the woman who has a husband is bound by the law to her husband as long as he lives. But if the husband dies, she is released from the law of her husband. 3 So then if, while her husband lives, she marries another man, she will be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from that law, so that she is no adulteress, though she has married another man.
X. BIBLE TRUTH REJECTS MAN’S ADULTERY
A. MATT.19:6 - So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.
CONCLUSION - 
CAN WE HAVE BIBLE UNITY?

YES – IF AND ONLY IF IT IS BASED ON BIBLE TRUTH!!!
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