WE BELIEVE AND ARE SURE

JOHN 6:57-69 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Large numbers of people had been following Jesus not because of the miracles he performed, not because they believed Him to be the Son of God but because they were being fed by Him and thus gaining physical sustenance of life.

Jesus had told them in JN. 6:48 – “I am the bread of life.”  When Jesus began to teach things they did not understand or did not choose to understand, they began to fall away and would no longer follow Him – (vs. 60, 66).

This still happens today when people follow Jesus for the wrong motives.  Some become Christians for family – parents, wife or husband, some follow Jesus thinking that all in life will be carefree and that they will face no trials only good health and prosperity (the gospel of health and wealth).  Still others begin to follow Jesus yet they are not really committed to Him and His word and as a result when they read something they don’t understand or do not want to understand because it does not fit neatly into their lifestyle they fall away. – ROM. 12:1-2.

Did Jesus change his message when he saw that they were not going to follow him any longer?  Jesus did not go after them apologizing for what He said because it was the truth.

We as Christians should never apologize for the truth as long as we speak the truth in love – EPH. 4:15.

It is easy to preach the gospel when everyone around you believes the same, but it is not so easy when there is opposition.  This is what happened with Jesus when opposition arose his follower’s left and the same happens today to us as Christians sometimes we loose family and friends.  What do we do when this happens?  How do we react?  What did Jesus do?  He stayed on the path of righteousness he did not run after them and apologize for the truth (vs. 66-67). 

Peter knew that Jesus was the only way of salvation – (vs. 68) Jesus was the only one who had the words of eternal life.  Peter believed and was sure that Jesus was the Christ the Son of the living God (vs. 69).  Why was Peter sure?  First hand experience – he had heard the words of Jesus and seen the miracles performed.  He was sure.  Are we sure? What if someone asked us “why do you worship at the church of Christ in Mary Esther?”

Would you be able to answer?

WE BELIEVE AND ARE SURE - 

1. THE WORD OF GOD IS PERFECT AND COMPLETE – No  creeds or latter day revelations.

a. JUDE vs. 3 – All that we need to know and contend for has been revealed and delivered to the saints.

b. 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – All scripture is inspired by god and is profitable.

c. GAL. 1:8-12 – We have no human creeds. Creeds are an attempt to “add to” or “take away” from the word of God.

d. PROV. 30:6 – We are warned about adding to the word of God.

e. 1 PET. 4:11 – “If any man speak let him speak as the oracles of God…”Our only creed in this life is the Bible, the gospel of Jesus Christ.  WE believe and are sure that “the word of God is perfect and complete.”

2. CHRIST BUILT ONLY ONE CHURCH – Let’s investigate the truth as revealed in the New Testament.

a. EPH.  4:4-6 – There is one body! What is this one body?

b. COL. 1:18 – He is the head of the body, the church.

c. MATT. 16:18 – “… upon this rock I will build my church.”  Jesus said church not churches.  

d. PSA. 127:1 – Some advocate attend the church of your choice.  Note what the psalmist states.

e. MATT. 15:13 – In a world full of religious division and diversity, we must decide if the church we attend is “of the Lord” or “of man.” Is the church which you attend one you can read about in the New Testament?

3. CHURCH OF CHRIST IS THE N.T. CHURCH IN NAME AND DEED – 

a. MATT. 16:18 – Christ said I will build my church – it belongs to him.

b. ROM. 16:16 – “the churches of Christ” Be honest can you read about the name of the church you attend in the N.T.   Some would proclaim there is nothing in a name – why do we take so much time to pick out a baby’s name?

c. ACTS 4:12 – There is only salvation in the name of Christ.

d. COL. 3:17 – The church, which Christ purchased with his blood, does a scriptural work – by the authority of Christ.

e. EPH. 4:11-12 – Paul explains the work of the church – To equip the saints, for the work of the service, to the building up of the body of Christ.  The work of the church is to evangelize, edify, and do the benevolent work of helping needy saints.

f. EPH. 1:22-23 – The church has scriptural organization with Christ as its head, and made up of bishops, deacons, saints – PHIL. 1:1 – Each church is autonomous – self governing – Elders oversee their flock – 1 PET. 5:2.

4. THERE IS ONLY ONE PLAN OF SALVATION – 

a. JN. 14:6 – There is only one way, “Jesus said, I am the way, the truth, and the life no man cometh to the Father, but by me.”
b. ROM. 1:16-17 – The gospel, which is the power of God unto salvation, contains this plan for saving man.

c. ROM. 10:17 – We believe and are sure that, “faith come by hearing and hearing by the word of God.”
d. HEB. 11:6 – We believe and are sure that we cannot please God without faith – “But without faith it is impossible to please Him; for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them who diligently seek Him.”
e. JN. 8:24 – Do you believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that God raised Him from the dead?

f. LUKE 13:3 – Believing that Jesus Christ is the Son of God we must turn to Him in repentance – Jesus said, “I tell you, nay; but except you repent you shall all likewise perish.”
g. MATT. 10:32-33 – We must confess our faith in Christ, just as the Ethopian Eunuch did – ACTS 8:37.
h. MARK 16:15-16 – We must be baptized (immersed) in water for the forgiveness – ACTS 2:36-38 – It is at this point the Lord adds you to His church – ACTS 2:47
i. JAMES 1:12- Then remain faithful for the remainder of your life so you can receive the crown of life.  “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation for when he is tried he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.”
CONCLUSION – Have you obeyed the gospel in regard to your salvation?  If not you can do so today, so also you can believe and be sure.  Maybe as a Christian you are not sure about the state of your soul today because of sin in your life we urge you to take care of it today!

