WHAT DOES FAITH REQUIRE?
HEBREWS 11:6 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Faith is a very important Bible subject, but it is often misunderstood so we ask the question, “What does faith require”?  We know we cannot please God without faith as the Bible clearly states in HEB. 11:6 - Some would be quick to answer it does not require anything beyond belief (Faith only concept). Is that how the Bible truly represents faith?  ACTS 16:30-31 but note vs. 32-33.

EPH. 2:8 – If salvation is for those who have faith, then what is truly involved in being faithful to God?  What does God require of those who have faith?
THE FAITHFUL PERSON DOES THREE THINGS:  

I. BELIEVES GOD – 
A. JN. 8:24 – The faithful person believes the truth about Jesus Christ that he is the Son of God and the Savior of the world.
B. EXAMPLES ON UNFAITHFULNESS – 

1. GEN 3:1-6 – Eve

2. LEV. 10:1-2 – Nadab and Abihu

3. 1 CHRON. 13:6-10 - Uzzah

C. DO WE REALLY BELIEF THE TRUTH? Are these passages accurate?
1. 2 COR. 5:10 – Do we really believe God’s truth about judgment?

2. EZEK. 18: 4 – Do we really believe that the souls that sins it will die?

3. LUKE 13:3 – Do we really believe that if we do not repent we will perish?  Faith means taking God at his word – God said it that settles it!!!
II. TRUSTS GOD – 

A. 2 COR. 1:9-10 – The more truth Paul learned the more he trusted in God.
B. MATT. 6:25-34 – Do not worry but rather put your trust in Him who provides all things.

C. 1 PETER 4:19 – Placing our trust in God means we have committed ourselves to him.

D. EPH. 1:12-13 – Our trust in God grows by hearing the word of truth the gospel!!!

E. 2 TIM. 1:12 – The greater out trust he greater our commitment.  What degree of commitment did the apostle Paul have?

III. OBEYS GOD – 

A. MATT. 17:5 – Hear Jesus = obey Jesus

B. LUKE 6:46 – Why call me Lord and do not do the things that I say?

C. JAMES 1:22-25; 2:14-26 – We must be doers of the word.  Faith without works is dead.   Faith coupled with obedience is living and active.

D. 1 TIM. 6:12 – Fight the good fight of faith, the instructions given by Paul to Timothy involves action – works of obedience.

E. 2 COR. 5:7 – Walk by faith not by sight – Walking is active obedience

F. HEB. 5:8-9 – Jesus is the author of eternal salvation to all those who obey him

G. 2 KINGS 5:1-14 – The story of Naaman illustrates the three elements of faith we have been discussing in our lesson.  Just as Naaman was obedient to the words of the prophet will you be obedient to the words of Jesus today.  You can reject them just like Naaman did but if you do you will not be cleansed of your sins. 

CONCLUSION – 

We must have a faith that pleases God not ourselves.

Are you a child of God? GAL. 3:26-29 Are you of the seed of Abraham?
Examine your self to see if you are in the faith – 2 COR. 13:5
