WHAT DOES GOD EXPECT OF TEACHERS?

2 TIMOTHY 2:1-2 – TEXT

 INTRODUCTION –  

What does God expect of teachers?  To teach the truth of the gospel for it contains the doctrine of Christ – 1 TIM. 4:11-16 – By the things a teacher teaches he will be responsible for both the salvation of himself and those who hear him.  God also expects those who teach the truth to be good examples in their daily living – MATT. 5:13-16 - Always arrive early so you can greet the students and truly be interested in God’s work above all else.

What does God expect of teachers?

1. GREATER JUDGMENT –  

a. JAMES 3:1-2 – Teachers are responsible for that which they teach, so as a teacher I need to recognize the seriousness of the task.  For I am either leading minds to truth or error and the concern of the students should be primary in the mind of the teacher.  

b. 2 PET. 2:1-3 – We must each the truth, not damnable heresies (teachings) False teachers use feigned words, which make merchandise of you.

c. TITUS 1:9-14 – Notice the responsibility of a teacher (in context an elder) to hold to sound doctrine –TITUS 2:1 – If we do not hold steadfast to sound doctrine we will make shipwreck of our faith

Who ought to be a teacher?

2. BRIDLE BODY – JAMES 3:2
a. HEB. 5:12-14 – Those Christians who are full grown and who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil

b. 2 TIM. 1:8-11 – Paul is an example of what a teacher ought to be – not ashamed, partaker of the afflictions, preacher, teacher, persuaded

c. 1 COR. 6:19-20 – What better way to glorify God in our body than to teach the truth – 1 COR. 9:24-27
3. COURAGE – JAMES 3:8-12 – SWEET WATER
a. 1 JN. 4:1-2- Try the spirits to see if they are from God

b. I.E. – Jesus – MATT. 22:15-22- Jesus exposed their error

c. 1 TIM. 2:7 – I.E. – Paul – Paul told Timothy – 2 TIM. 4:1-5
4. KNOWLEDGE – JAMES 3:13
a. 1 TIM. 1:3-10 – Many religious problems in the world today because of so many teaching who do not have true knowledge of the word of God.  He must know their subject well – study and meditate.

b. 2 TIM. 2:15 – True knowledge of God requires study – No shortcuts – Problems have been caused within the church by appointing men as elders who are not qualified as far as the teaching aspect of the qualifications goes – 1 TIM. 3:2 – Apt to teach – Paul tells Titus he must be able to both exhort and convince the gainsayer – TITUS 1:9
5. ENVY –BITTER – JAMES 3:14
a. MATT. 27:17-18 – Christ was crucified because of envy

b. I.E. – ACTS 8:18-23 – Simon the sorcerer – Would he make a good teacher in that condition?

6. AFFECTIONS – ABOVE – JAMES 3:17-18
a. COL. 3:1-2 – God wants teachers who are striving to go to heaven

b. 1 THESS. 2:4-8 – God wants teachers who are as gentle as a nurse with a child

c. 1 COR. 15:58 – Those who will be steadfast

d. MATT. 7:15-20 – If as a teacher I stray from God’s word I will not be able to hide – My fruits will make me known – VS. 21 – they say but do not do

CONCLUSION – God expects all of us as Christians to teach, even though it might not be in a public setting.  God can use us if we are willing to use our talents – I.E. – Moses.  If you have not developed the talent the Lord has given you begin today!  If you have the talent but are not using it, begin today!

