WHAT DOES GOD EXPECT OF US?
ACTS 17:22-31- TEXT

INTRODUCTION – As the New Year begins we often reflect on the past year and look forward to the new.  Often times we just make resolutions in the areas that concern us in the physical sense – lose weight, get our degree from school, improve our job status, or get an increase in pay.  We often leave out the resolutions that are spiritual in nature.  Maybe we should look at our resolutions from God’s point of view and ask ourselves what does God expect of us in 2004.

SOME THINGS GOD EXPECTS:
1. COOPERATE – God expects cooperation from us.  In order to fully cooperate we must submit to his will.
a. JN. 14:6 – Jesus said “I am the way, the truth, and the life, no man cometh to the Father, but by me.”  What does this imply?  We have to be willing to cooperate with Jesus.

b. JN. 8:24 – Jesus said we must believe and if we do not cooperate then we will die in our sins.

c. ACTS 2:36-38, 41, 47 – Those gathered at Pentecost wanted to know what God expected of them and Peter told them.  Did thy have the attitude of cooperation? What about today are you willing to cooperate with God when he tells you what to do to be saved?  Come to Christ on his terms not yours!
2. DEMONSTRATE – God expects a demonstration of our love for him.

a. JN. 14:15 – Jesus said “If ye love me keep my commandments.” – God expects more than just words he expects action on our part.

b. JAMES 1:21-22 – We must be doers of the word
c. HEB. 5:8-9 – Who can expect salvation? Only those who obey him.  Are you going to be willing to obey the savior in 2004.
3. CONCENTRATE – God expects concentration from us.  He wants us to concentrate on the type of example we set before others.

a. PROV. 4:20-27 – The wise man tells us to concentrate on our behavior. 

b. 1 TIM. 4:12 – Paul told Timothy to be a good example.

c. MATT. 5:14-16 – God expects us to let our light shine.  Are you going to concentrate on letting your light shine in 2004.

4. COMMUNICATE – God expects to hear from us in 2004 as he desires communication with his children.
a. MATT. 6:6 – Not just public prayer or prayer for meals but realize that God desires private communication with us.

b. PHIL. 4:6 – God expects us to pray to him about everything.  What type of prayer life will you have in 2004?

c. JAMES 5:16 – The prayer of the righteous avails much!

5. MEDITATE – God expects meditation from us. We should learn more about God and his word everyday.  Then we have stored something up in our heart that we can meditate upon.

a. 1 TIM. 4:16 – Christ expects us to know his doctrine or his teachings.  They are important because our salvation and the salvation of others depend upon it.
b. PSA. 119:7 – The only way our heart can be right with God is to have knowledge of his word.

c. PSA. 19: 14 – Do we want to be acceptable in the sight of God?

6. APPRECIATE – God expects appreciation from us.  Do we sometimes take God for granted?

a. JAMES 1:17 – Do we thank God for the good and perfect gifts he has given to us in our life?

b. EPH. 1:3 – Do we thank God for the spiritual blessings w have access to in Christ?

c. LUKE 17:12-17 – God expects appreciation from us but he does not demand it, he wants our appreciation to be a true expression of our love and gratitude for what he has done for us.

CONCLUSION – What can God expect of you in 2004?  Will you truly be willing to cooperate with Christ and submit to his will?  Will you strive to demonstrate your love for him each day?  Are you going to concentrate on being a better example for Christ in 2004?  Are you going to begin communicating with God and meditating upon his word everyday?  Are you going to be more thankful to God for all his blessings he grants to us?

These are just some of the things God expects of us but there are also some things God does not expect of us.  He does not expect us to live in sin and he has made provisions for us thru his son Jesus where we do not have to
