WHAT DOES GOD REQUIRE OF STUDENTS?

JOHN 6:44-45 - TEXT  

INTRODUCTION – 

The time for school to start is just around the corner, and as it begins many students will return to school to begin the learning process.  In order for this to  happen the student must realize certain facts necessary for learning to take place.  What we want to do today is make the application to myself individually since we are all students of God’s word as Christians.

What does God require of students?:

1. RESPECT THE TEACHER – This is something that is lacking today in the public school systems.  How is this displayed: by being on time, prompt, not late or tardy.  If I do not have the proper attitude toward the teacher it will be very difficult for me to learn in that class.  The same is true in regard to our study of the Bible

a. ACTS 13:14-16 – You will not be able to learn from any teacher if you first do not fear God, if we fear God then we will give audience or listen to those who teach us from God’s word

b. PROV. 3:1-7 – We need to give God the reverence and respect he so richly deserves

c. Many students today make fun of their teachers – We should respect the teacher from the viewpoint that they are the ones who can impart knowledge and with regard to a Bible teacher they are instructing you in the knowledge of God

2. ATTITUDE TOWARD MATERIAL – The success one has in a class and the amount they learn is due largely to whether they are genuinely interested in the subject and have the proper attitude toward the materials being used.  As a student preparation is needed and is my personal responsibility. 

a. 1 THESS. 2:11-13 – We need to understand the things we study are the word of God and not the teachings of men.  Have you made that decision?  If you believe the Bible is the word of God then you must follow it and it alone.

b. GAL. 1:9-12 – Paul affirmed the gospel he preached to the Galatians was from God, not man.  As a result we are not to receive any other message man might call the gospel.

c. 2 TIM. 3:16 – “All scripture is given by inspiration from God…”  The material we study is inspired, it is “God breathed” - It is infallible - 2 PET. 1:20-21
3. BEHAVIOR – If you truly love yourself and respect your parents your behavior in class and toward your teacher will always be exemplary.  No laughing, talking, writing notes to other students – we must remember that disturbances keep you and other students from learning.- I.E. – Student who give teacher a hard time, it gets old for those who came to learn.

a. 1 TIM. 3:15 – We need to behave like a Christian and be sober minded – 1 PET. 1:13 – I.E. – Acceptable behavior

b. 1 THESS. 2:9-12 – Paul’s behavior was a good example 

4. GOOD LISTENER – We should always be attentive to the lesson, in order to do so we must get a good night of rest before class.  There is an art to being an attentive listener, not many know how to listen correctly.  We need to train our mind not to wander but keep its focus on the lesson at hand.

a. ACTS 16:14-15 – The results of being a good listener was that Lydia obeyed the gospel and was baptized.

b. NEH. 8:1-3 – People’s ears were attentive – Notice how long they listened to the law.

c. LUKE 19:47-48 – People were very attentive to the words of Jesus – Train your ears to hear those things which are of practical value to you each day as you strive to walk by faith.

5. ALWAYS OBSERVANT – Students should approach Bible study with the determination to make these truths a part of our life.

a. DEUT. 16:11-12 – Israel was to observe (learn and obey) God’s statues

b. PHIL. 4:9 – As a student it is not enough to just learn we must put into practice that which we know – we must DO!!! – If we do not intend to profit from that which we learn, then we as students will never receive the joy that comes from learning

6. REALIZE OUR IGNORANCE – Humility on the part of the student is needed.  We must all realize that we have a need to learn if we want to please God.  We are ignorant when compared to the knowledge of God.

a. PSA. 73:21-25 – When compared to God and his great mind we know nothing

b. MATT. 7:21-23 – A picture of students who thought they knew it all – Instead of knowing the truth they were filled with conceit and deceit.

CONCLUSION -   

What type of student have you been in the past?  Have you been lazy, indifferent, negligent, improper attitudes?  If so you need to repent and change your direction today.  Instead of removing yourself further and further away from Christ go toward Him – MATT. 11:28-30 – Learn of Me 

