WHAT IS A SOUND CHURCH?
EPHESIANS 5:24-32 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION - Have you ever heard someone say they were looking for a sound church where they could worship and work striving to serve God faithfully?  What do they mean by this word sound? Is this word “sound” a scriptural term or is every church that has a sign that it is of Christ or belongs to him the same.  

SOUND (ADJECTIVE), BE SOUND - hugiaino NT:5198, "to be healthy, sound in health" Vines

NT:5198 - hugiainoo; to be sound, to be well, to be in good health: Thayer

Sound in this lesson will be defined as healthy, whole, stable, safe and secure.

No church can be sound unless it is willing to submit to Christ.  So if we are to submit we must first listen to what he says  - MATT. 17:5 - While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!"
Do we submit to his will in all things we do? – COL. 3:17 - And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 

The question we must ask ourselves as a group of God’s people working in this area is are we in subjection to Christ in all things – TEXT – EPH. 5:24-32 - Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 28 So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. 30 For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. 31 "For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh."  32 This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church
CHARACTERISTICS OF A SOUND CHURCH – Identifying marks that let us know without a doubt that a local church is willing to submit to the headship of Christ.

1. SOUND DOCTRINE – 

A. 1 TIM. 3:15 – A sound church is one that is the pillar and ground of the truth.  It must be willing to proclaim the truth at all costs as this is our primary responsibility - but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.
B. TIT. 2:1 – The truth that will set men free is sound doctrine - But as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine: We must speak sound words. 

C. 2 TIM. 4:3 – A sound church wants to hear sound doctrine not just have its ears tickled. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; They do not mind hearing the truth in regard to God’s laws for marriage, they do not mind that false teaching or teachers are exposed.  They do not mind hearing preaching that is pointed and clear in exposing sin.
D. 1 THESS. 1:8-9 – A sound church will sound forth the word of truth.  Our first responsibility is in this community – Mary Esther - For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that we do not need to say anything. 9 For they themselves declare concerning us what manner of entry we had to you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, WE currently help sound forth the word of truth in Branson, Mo., Panama City Beach, Fl., Hemet and Santa Barbara Ca., Centerville, Ga., and Johannesburg, South Africa
E. 2 TIM. 1:13 – A sound church will hold fast to the pattern – Which pattern? God’s - Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.  God’s pattern for marriage – for salvation – for worship - God’s pattern for the work of the church evangelism – missionary society; God’s pattern for edification – colleges; God’s pattern for benevolence – Orphan’s homes.  A sound church does not deviate from the pattern given by God.
2. SPIRITUAL MINDED – A sound church will be spiritually minded.

A. LUKE 10:25-27 – A sound church is made up of spiritually minded disciples who want to inherit eternal life - And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, "Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" 26 He said to him, "What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?" So he answered and said, " 'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,' and 'your neighbor as yourself.' "
B. 1 COR. 3:1-3 – The church at Corinth had problems that Paul is exhorting them to correct.  The Christians in the church at Corinth were carnal and walking after men.  What problems did they have as a result of not submitting to Christ and his truth?  fornication – 5, going to law with a brother – 6, not properly understanding the marriage relationship – 7, Lord’s Supper – 11, spiritual gifts – 12  - And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now you are still not able; 3 for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere men?
C. ROM. 8:5-8 – If we are not spiritually minded people we will not be pleasing to God.  God tells us the results of a spiritually minded life - For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

D. COL. 3:1-2 – Our mindset must be different from the world - If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 
E. 1 COR. 1:10-13 – A sound church is one where unity prevails – Paul wanted the brethren at Corinth to settle their problems and differences - Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. 11 For it has been declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe's household, that there are contentions among you. 12 Now I say this, that each of you says, "I am of Paul," or "I am of Apollos," or "I am of Cephas," or "I am of Christ." 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?
3. ACTIVE WORKERS WITH GENUINE LOVE – A sound church is made up of people who love 5the Lord and are willing to do his will.

A. 1 JN. 5:2-3 – Do we love God? Are we keeping his commandments and working for him?  By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome.
B. REV. 2:1-5 – What would Jesus say to us if he wrote the church at Mary Esther a letter today? To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, 'These things says He who holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands: 2 "I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars; 3 and you have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name's sake and have not become weary. 4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place--unless you repent.
C. REV. 3:1-4 – Do we have a name that we are alive and are dead?  "And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, 'These things says He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars: "I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead. 2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die, for I have not found your works perfect before God. 3 Remember therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast and repent. Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what hour I will come upon you. 4 You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy.
D. MATT. 21:28-31 – Are we like the son who said he would work in his father’s vineyard but we are yet to go to work? "But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, 'Son, go, work today in my vineyard.' 29 "He answered and said, 'I will not,' but afterward he regretted it and went. 30 Then he came to the second and said likewise. And he answered and said, 'I go, sir,' but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said to Him, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Assuredly, I say to you that tax collectors and harlots enter the kingdom of God before you. 
E. 1 COR. 15:58 – Always abound in the work of the Lord.  Are we doing this? Often times Christians are busy but it is not doing his work. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 
4. PECULIAR PEOPLE WITH INFLUENCE – 
A. 1 PET. 2:9-12 – Do others behold our good works?  But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, 12 having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.
B. 2 COR. 6:14-18 – What do we participate or share in righteousness or unrighteousness?  Light or darkness?  Our choices should distinguish us from the world.  Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? 16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My people."  Therefore "Come out from among them And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you."  18 "I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the LORD Almighty."  

C. 1 THESS. 5:21-22 – Do we abstain or do we join in?  A sound church is made up of members who are willing to abstain from evil -Test all things; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil. 

D. ACTS 5:24-29 – In this chapter we can see the power of example. The power of influence when we choose that which is good. Now when the high priest, the captain of the temple, and the chief priests heard these things, they wondered what the outcome would be. 25 So one came and told them, saying, "Look, the men whom you put in prison are standing in the temple and teaching the people!" 26 Then the captain went with the officers and brought them without violence, for they feared the people, lest they should be stoned. 27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest asked them, 28 saying, "Did we not strictly command you not to teach in this name? And look, you have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this Man's blood on us!" 29 But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: "We ought to obey God rather than me
E. MATT. 5:13-16 – As members of the Lord’s church here in Mary Esther are we being that positive influence for good that we should be each day so men will glorify God – This little light of mine I am going to let it shine - "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. 14 You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 

CONCLUSION – These are not by any means an exhaustive list of the characteristics of a sound church.  A local church can be a very strong force for truth in a community but only if it has members that are willing to submit to the will of Christ and the doctrine found in his word.  Then and only then can we have spiritually minded Christians who have scriptural unity and are willing to work and express genuine love for Christ and their brothers and sisters in Christ and those lost in sin in the community where they live.

