WHAT IS THE CONDITION OF YOUR SHIP ?

John 6:16-21 – Text

INTRODUCTION – In this area (Gulf coast), we realize that many people make a living by being a fisherman.  It is especially important that these people from periodically examine the condition of their ship so they will know that it is seaworthy.  They do not want to be stranded at sea.  In many ways our life can be likened unto a vessel and it is either ship-shape or it is shipwrecked.   In the text of our lesson notice the difference when Jesus was out of the ship and when he was in the ship. – JN. 6:16-21, MATT. 14:32

How can we be sure our lives will be ship-shape?  I.E. – Noah – GEN. 6:13-22 – The ark was ship-shape and able to ride the waves and the winds because Noah followed all the instructions of God – “He did all God commanded him.”

If we fail to follow the commands of god we make shipwreck of our lives – 1 TIM. 1:18-20 – Notice they had put away following God.

As a Christian, Christ is the captain of our salvation – HEB. 2:9-10 – As our captain he commands us to keep our vessel ship-shape.

Today we want to inspect the condition of our ship---our vessel – 2 COR. 13:5 – Examine yourself – individual application, careful consideration remember your vessel must be seaworthy.

WHAT IS THE CONDITION OF YOUR:

1) DISCIPLESHIP -  

A. Have you counted the cost of following Christ and determined in your

Heart the sacrifices you will have to make are well worth the reward of

spending eternity with God.  Christ said we need to count the cost of

following Him – LUKE 14:27-33 – Jesus does not want a half-hearted 

commitment.  Many of our brethren who at one time were faithful have

gone back into the world, WHY?  They did not count the cost.

B. Many people who obeyed the gospel, never really intended to deny

their self – MATT. 16:24-26 – What do you like to do?  

C. Discipleship involves sacrifices – I.E. – The Christians at Ephesus – 

ACTS – 19:17-20 – These people denied themselves in order to follow Christ – this was a fire of denial – turning their back on the sinful life they had led in the past. 

D.  Examples of discipleship – Paul – PHIL. 3:7 – “But what

things were gain to me those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord.” 

E. Often times we overlook the sacrifices that Christ made on our behalf – 

PHIL. 2:5-8 – Jesus was willing to leave heaven to follow the commands

of God perfectly.  It is because of his sacrifice that we can have the

abundant life John spoke of – JN. 10:10

F. LEADERSHIP  - As we continue to examine the condition of our ship, it is important that we examine our leadership – A Christian is to be Christ-like – LUKE 19:10 – Christ said his purpose was to seek and save the lost

a. JN. 17:4 – Christ said he glorified his Father on earth by doing the work he gave him to do , which was to seek and save that which was lost.  How can we glorify God on earth as Christians. – JN. 15:8 – bear fruit

b. Example of the apostles – JN. 1:35-46 – We need to be inviting people to come and see – Look at the evidence

c. Paul emphasized the importance of leading men to Christ – 2 TIM. 2:2 – The cycle of teaching the truth should never be broken 

d. Many people in this world who need leadership and guidance – ACTS 8:26-31 – Yes there are people who want to be guided, what is the condition of your leadership.

G. STEWARDSHIP – For our next point we need to consider the condition of our stewardship.  We need to stop and realize that in the truest sense we own nothing, but that all we have comes from God. – JAMES 1:17 – Every good and perfect gift comes from God. 

a. Paul tells us of the most important stewardship that we can be involved in 1 COR. 4:1-2 – Good stewards of God’s word 

b. A good steward uses the resources at his disposal wisely – EPH. 5:15-17– Time + Ability + Opportunity = Responsibility ; Remember from the parable of the talents we all have some ability.- 1 PET. 4:11 
c. Parable on stewardship – LUKE 12:42-48 – Which servant in the parable do we want to be?

H. FELLOWSHIP – As you continue to investigate the condition of your ship, maybe as a Christian you are beginning to see your vessel is in need of repair, if so we need to investigate the condition of your fellowship.

a. 1 JN.1:3-10 – God is light if we want to have fellowship with him we must walk in the light.  As a Christian if you are not in fellowship with God, you are as a boat seeking to come to safe harbor, but the lighthouse is out and you are in danger of shipwrecking upon the shoals along the shore.

b. The only flaw in this illustration is that a person in that condition would  be without hope.  As a Christian, as long as you have breath you have hope.  You can still repent of your sins – ACTS 8:9-24 – If we repent of our sins and confess them to God he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness 

I. CITIZENSHIP – For the final point of our lesson, we might have those present who have never rendered obedience to the gospel of Christ and as  a result you need to examine your citizenship.

a. If you are not a citizen of the kingdom, a member of the Lord’s church, you are as those described in EPH. 2:11-12 – if you are without Christ you have no hope, WHY? ACTS 4:12 – Salvation is in Christ  

b. You are as a ship without a rudder you are headed for destruction – 2 THESS. 1:7-9 – Do you chose to be a vessel headed for destruction, NO – then you can become a citizen of the kingdom, a member of the Lord’s church 

c. How do we become a citizen of a country, by following the requirements  laid out for citizenship. – meet the requirements given by King Jesus, just as an alien coming into a country would have to meet the requirements of that government to be recognized as a citizen of that country.

Christ requires us to :

i. Believe – JN. 1:11-12
ii. Repent – ACTS 17:30-31
iii. Confess – that he is the Christ, that he is sovereign – King of kings and Lord of Lord’s  - ACTS 8:37 – Eunuch’s confession – “I believe that Jesus Christ is the son of God.”

iv. Baptism – COL. 1:12-14 – baptism translates us into the kingdom – By this same act of translation into the kingdom, the Lord adds us to the church – ACTS 2:47
CONCLUSION – As you look at your vessel today, what is the condition of your ship?  We need to stop and reflect daily on our soul’s condition.  You can choose today to let Christ be the author of your salvation – HEB. 5:8-9 – He is the author of eternal salvation to all that obey Him.  Please do so today!

