
WHAT IS YOUR SPIRITUAL TEMPERATURE?
REVELATION 3:14-21 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – The south is in the midst of a heat wave and we have some understanding of how the high heat and humidity makes us feel uncomfortable.  We do not want to be too hot or too cold we want too feel comfortable.  While it is quite all right to feel this way in a physical sense it seems that what we often desire the same in our spiritual lives to just be comfortable.  That was the problem with the church at Laodicea. REV. 3:14-22 - "And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, 'These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God: 15 "I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. 16 So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. 17 Because you say, 'I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing'--and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked-- 18 I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. 19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. 21 To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. 22 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches." ' " 

Did you know when our spiritual temperature is hot it makes the devil feel uncomfortable and he is the one who flees from us then – JAMES 4:7-10 - Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up. 

Paul told the brethren at Corinth to keep their spiritual temperature at a fever pitch - 1 COR. 15:58 - Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 

The great physician Jesus uses his word as our spiritual thermometer to indicate the overall interest and service we give to God.  What degree of temperature do you have? Are you on fire with fever and fervor doing the will of God each day?  Are do we just occupy a pew and do nothing more than give our token appearance and service to Christ.
God’s thermometer is always correct and accurate.  The question is, “Are we willing to allow Christ thru his word to check our spiritual temperature today?”  

2 COR. 13:5 - Let us be honest both with God and ourselves as we study God’s word today - Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?--unless indeed you are disqualified.
WHAT IS YOUR SPIRITUAL TEMPERATURE?

I. WHEN IT COMES TO INTEREST IN THE LORD’S WORK – Do you see the work of God as vital in your life? – Hot.  Do you see the work of the Lord as you can take it or leave it? – Lukewarm.  Do you see the work of the Lord as something you could care less about? - Cold.
A. PHIL. 1:27 – Is our conduct worthy of the gospel? What would Jesus say about our conduct in regard to standing fast in his service this week?  What would Jesus say about our striving for the faith of the gospel?  Are we hot, cold, or lukewarm in our service not by our standard but rather by God’s standard.
B. LUKE 2:40-52 – Jesus was vitally interested in his Father’s business.  What about you and me?

C. 1 COR. 12:13-27 – Paul taught the brethren at Corinth they were to have genuine concern for the body of Christ.  Do we have concern for those who are members of the body of Christ here in Mary Esther?

D. 1 THESS. 5:14 – Comfort the faint hearted (those who are discouraged), uphold the weak stick with them help in teaching them so they will grow in the faith.

E. EPH. 6:18 – You might say well I am up in age myself and I am not able to help others as I would like because of physical limitations.  What about praying for others.  Can you do that?  Paul requested prayer from the brethren at Ephesus.

II. WHEN IT COMES TO THE STUDY OF THE GOD’S WORD – Is it diligent and frequent or casual or is it that we never read or study God’s word.
A. 2 TIM. 2:15 – What would Jesus say about our study of God’s word this week.  Our desire to hear and learn truth would it be pleasing to him?  Would we stand approved before God as workers?

B. ACTS 17:11 – Paul commends the spiritual temperature of the Bereans because they searched the scriptures daily.  
C. PSA. 119:33-40 – If we want our righteousness revived and to be spiritually red hot for the Lord then we need to incline our heart to his word and turn our eyes away from looking at worthless things.  Quit wasting our time.
D. PSA. 1:1-3 – Why does God want us to study so we will keep from going astray.

III. DAILY PRIVATE PRAYER – You may truly be involved in the work of the Lord and study your Bible daily but what about your prayer life.  Do we talk to our Father as we ought to do?  What would we ask Jesus if we had the opportunity? 

A. LUKE 11:1 - His disciples asked him to teach them to pray.  They had noticed there was something special about the private prayer life of Jesus.

B.  MARK 1:34-35 – In the morning Jesus rose early to pray.  Why? Because he had a great desire to talk to the Father.
C. LUKE 6:12-13 – Jesus spent all night in prayer. Why?  Important decision.

D. MATT. 6:5-6 – Private prayers lead to great blessings.  How many blessings have we left on the table because we did not pray and ask God for the good things he so richly supplies to us.  If we are on fire for the Lord we will be specific in our private prayers.

IV. ATTENDANCE AT SERVICES – What would Jesus say about our attendance this past week?
A. HEB. 10:23-31 – Would Jesus say we are red hot when it comes to our attendance? We never miss unless we are sick or out of town and then we always try to contact someone to let them know why we are absent.  Would Jesus say we are a lukewarm because we are a oncer?  Once a week is good enough for me.  Do not count on me to be at bible studies or gospel meetings. Is our attendance stone cold? Do we only come once or twice a year and usually it is during a holiday season.

B. ACTS 2:41-42 – What was the spiritual temperature of the 1st century Christians?  Spiritual food for growth is offered every time we assemble.  

CONCLUSION – 

What is your spiritual temperature? 

Are you hot - lukewarm – cold?
We need to see ourselves just as God sees us?

Do not walk away and forget what we see!!!

JAMES 1:21-25 - Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.

