WHAT KIND OF HEART DOES GOD REQUIRE?

HEBREWS 10:22 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – When you go to a physician for just about any reason they will listen to your heart to see if you have any type of problem with an irregular heartbeat – too fast or slow.   Why is this so?  Because the health of our heart is vital to our physical well being and the same is true in regard to our spiritual heart or mind.

What we want to study in this lesson is what type of heart God requires for our service to be acceptable to him. Our text clearly states that God requires us to possess a true heart – HEB. 10:22 - let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.  The only way we can draw near to God is with a true heart.

A true heart sanctifies the Lord God – 1 PET. 3:15 - But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; 

CHARACTERISTICS OF A TRUE HEART:
1. A PURE HEART – MATT. 5:8 - Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God.
A. 2 TIM. 2:22 – One with a pure heart follows righteousness, faith, love and peace but flees from lusts.
B. MATT. 22:37-39 – A pure heart is a loving heart toward God and man.

C. LUKE 8:15 – One who has a true heart that is pure, honest and good will hear the word and keep it. 

D. JAMES 4:8 – We cannot draw near to God if our heart is not pure.

E. EPH. 3:17 – Christ can only dwell in our hearts by faith if they are pure.  Is your heart pure? If not then you cannot have a true heart.

2. AN UNDERSTANDING HEART – MATT. 13:15 – We cannot have a true heart without understanding.  We cannot be converted without understanding.

A. ROM. 10:8 – An understanding heart is one filled with God’s word.
B. 2 THESS. 2:17 – An understanding heart is one that is comforted in every good word and work.
C. LUKE 6:45 – An understanding heart is a good heart and a good heart is filled with good treasures.

D. COL. 3:15 – A true heart understands and allows the peace of God to rule in it.  Does the peace of God rule your life?

E. MATT. 18:23-35 – An understanding heart forgives so it can be forgiven.  Do we forgive others? If not then we do not have  an understanding heart.
3. A HEART OF SERVICE– EPH. 6:6 – One who has a true heart because they do the will of God and serve Christ.

A. HEB. 8:10 – A heart with God’s law written on it
B. 2 THESS. 3:5 – A heart the Lord directs

C. ROM. 6:17-18 – A heart that chooses to obey and willing is a servant to Christ – free-will.

D. COL. 3:16 – A heart that willfully submits to God’s word concerning worship and sings with grace in his heart to the Lord is a heart of service.   The only way we can sing with grace in our heart to the Lord is by following his commands.  There is no authority for an instrument to accompany our singing.

E. 1 THESS. 2:4 – A heart of service will be able to withstand the trials that God allows in our lives.  Paul had a heart that God had allowed to be tested and tried. What about our heart when it is faced with trials and temptations do we faint, falter and stumble or do we display a heart of courage, boldness and service?
CONCLUSION – 

We go to doctors, specialists and surgeons and rely on their tests to give us the condition of our physical hearts.

The only ones who know the condition of your spiritual heart are you and your Maker.

Today, can you honestly say that you have the kind of heart that God requires???
