WHAT KIND OF LIGHT AM I?

PHILIPPIANS 2:12-15 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Do we ever really reflect on the fact that as Christians we are to shine as lights to the world?  Remember what Jesus said about those who follow him?  JN. 8:12 – Jesus is the light of the world and if we follow him we will not walk in darkness.  

If I am to shine as a light in this world of sin and darkness I must ask myself the question what type of light am I?

WHAT TYPE OF LIGHT AM I?

1. FLASH – This type of light is very helpful when you are confronted with some type of problem.  I.E. – Flat tire at night, you want a flashlight that will work and help you resolve your problem.

a. GAL. 6:1-2 –This erring brother needs our help, he needs it now, it is a spiritual emergency. Will we be able to use our light to flash God’s truth in his direction or will our batteries be too low to help?

b. ACTS 18:24-28 – Sometimes our flashlight will be needed to correct brethren who do not have the proper knowledge of the truth.  Can I immediately help others by flashing the light of God’s truth in their direction to help them see God’s will more clearly?

2. SEARCH – This is the type of light found on helicopters used when looking for individuals. The law uses this type of light to hunt and seek out those who might be trying to hide under the cover of darkness.

a. LUKE 14:16-24 – As Christians we must have our search light on looking for those to invite to the supper.

b. MARK 16:15-16 – “Go” search and seek for those who are lost.  Am I the type of light as a Christian that searches and seeks for the lost?

3. CANDLE – What type of light does your candle provide?

a. MATT. 5:14-16 – Our candle needs to burn brightly in our house.  It is very important for our family members to see our light shining brightly.

b. LUKE 15:8-10 – A candle lit helps find the lost piece of silver.

4. BEACON – A light that can be seen from afar and it provides safety as it easily gets your attention.

a. ACTS 20:19-24 – Paul was a beacon to the church at Ephesus.  Try to be a beacon for someone during your life – get them to a place of safety by teaching them the truth.

b. PHIL. 2:19-23 – Paul trusted Timothy to be a beacon to others. “For I have no man like minded who will naturally care for your state.”  Does God view us as Paul looked upon Timothy?

5. NEON – A light with many beautiful colors.

a. 1 COR. 9:22 – However Paul could let his light shine to influence others he was willing to do it, that is how concerned he was with the souls of men.

b. 1 TIM. 4:12-16 – Paul instructs Timothy to let his light shine even though he is young in the faith.  Do not think that you cannot help others.  You can both save yourself and them that hear you and see your light.

6. EMERGENCY – A light used in an urgent situation where danger is usually present.

a. JAMES 5:19-20 – Do we let our light shine when others are in spiritual danger?

b. GAL. 2:11-14 – Paul was willing to let his emergency lights begin flashing when he saw the example of Peter.

7. MOON – The moon does not actually provide light it reflects light, just as we should reflect the glory of God in our lives.

a. 1 COR. 11:1 – Paul states if my life reflects Christ then follow me and hopefully our lives will reflect a Christ like attitude in our life so we can lead others to him.

b. EPH. 4:13 – Does my life reflect that I am seeking to become a perfect or completely mature man in Christ? 

8. TORCH – Is a light that burns brightly and for a long period of time.

a. MATT. 3:5-11 – John was a light to bear witness of Jesus.

b. JN. 5:32-35 – Jesus said John the Baptist was a burning and a shining light because he bears witness of the truth.  Do we bear witness of the truth?  

CONCLUSION – Maybe at one time your light was burning bright but as the years of service to the Lord have gone by it has begun to dim.  Renew your love for the Lord today!  Repent and let your light shine so brightly that it may cause men to glorify our heavenly Father.  Paul told the Ephesians “now ye are light in the Lord walk as children of light.” – EPH. 5:8

Maybe you are still in darkness because you are not following Jesus the light of the world. You can decide to light your light today for the Lord by obeying him. HEB. 5:8-9
