WHAT MUST I GIVE UP FOR GOD?

MATTHEW 22:37 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Have you ever thought about the many wonderful blessings we have as the result of being in Christ Jesus.  The forgiveness of sins, the avenue of prayer open to us to the Father, the love of those of like precious faith their encouragement and kindness.  God gives all these things to us as we walk by faith doing his will.  Do we ever stop and consider what god wants us to give up in service to him.  In reality there are indeed many things we must give up if we are to love the Lord with all our heart soul and mind.  We want to study a few today.

WHAT MUST I   GIVE UP?

1. MY WILL – I have to be willing to put God’s will first and surrender my will to his.  We often sing the song “I Surrender All.”  Look at the I.E. - Jesus

a. HEB. 10:5-10 – Jesus submitted to the will of God even to the point of death.

b. JN. 6:38 – Jesus left heaven to do the father’s will not his own.

c. MATT. 7:21-23 – I do not love God with all my heart soul and mind if I  resist his will or think my will is more important – Salvation, worship, good works.

d. MATT. 21:28-31 – Which son did the will of the Father?  Which son would the father be pleased with?

2. MY IDOLS – To love God with all my heart soul and mind I must turn from my idols.

a. 1 THESS. 1:8-10 – The Christians at Thessalonica turned away from idols to serve God.  Vs. 7 what type of good example they were to others.

b. 1 JN. 5:21 – Do we keep ourselves from idols today?  Job, career, hobbies

c. 1 COR. 10:14 – We are told to flee from idolatry, but we say we have no problem with idolatry today.  Is that really true?

d. COL. 3:5 – Covetousness is idolatry.  Covetousness – defined as a “desire to have more”  in an unlawful sense “greediness”

e. LUKE 12:15 – This is why we receive the warning of Jesus about covetousness.

3. MY FAMILY AND MY FRIENDS – If I love the God with all my heart soul and mind then I may be called upon to give up some of those closest to me in this life.  If this happens then I must be willing to put God first.

a. MATT. 10:34-38 – Jesus warns we may have problems within our family and those very ones we love can become our foes.

b. MARK 10:28-30 – Some might say we just cannot make that great a sacrifice but notice the reward we receive for loving God (with all our heart soul and mind) and putting him first in our lives.

c. JAMES 4:4 – We need to remember the influence friends who are of the world can have upon us.  We m ust not allow their influence on me to become so strong that it could cause me to be lost. – I.E. – Alcoholic moved to another town to make a different set of friends because all his current friends drank and as long as he was around his friends of the world their influence and peer pressure they exerted on him was to great for him to stop drinking.

d. 1 COR. 15:33 – Evil companions corrupt good morals.  I.E. – Holiday parties – designated driver.

e. PROV. 13:20-21 – The company you  keep makes a difference.

4. MY TIME – Giving of our time can be one of the most personal expressions of love.  What do children want from their parents? Wives from husbands and husbands from wives?

a. EPH. 5:15-17 – One of the ways Paul is here suggesting that we give our time to God is thru study – that is how we understand what the will of the Lord is.

b. HEB. 5:12-14 – How much time have you had to be prepared to teach others?  How have you used it?

c. JN. 1:35-41 – When Andrew learned about Jesus what did he do with his time?  He used it wisely!  

d. ACTS 8:4 – First century Christians went everywhere preaching the word.  Maybe someone just needs encouraging take time to do so.

CONCLUSION – The bottom line is God wants you to be willing to give up everything for him.  That is how much he wants you to love him.  In closing let’s look at the example of the apostle Paul – PHIL. 3:4-7 – he counted all things loss so he could serve and obey God and go to heaven. 

We have studied about some important issues in regard to how much we must love the Lord and what we must be willing to give up to be pleasing to him.  What have you given up for the Lord?  Submit to his will for your life today.  Give your undivided attention to Jesus and listen to him.

