WHAT SHALL WE DO – AFTER WE BECOME CHRISTIANS

ACTS 2:36-38 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – 
ACTS 2:36-38 - "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" 38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit
The question was posed to Peter on Pentecost and is often posed today what do I need to do to become a Christian?  It is indeed a valid question and one that needs to be answered.  Many of those present today have responded to the answer given by Peter just as those gathered on Pentecost did – ACTS 2:41 – Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.
But now that I am a Christian what next, what must I do after becoming a Christian or do I just obey the gospel and there is nothing left or expected by God for me to do.

SOME THINGS WE MUST DO:

1. Continue steadfastly – 
A. ACTS 2:42 - And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. We should do just what the first century Christians did together with other Christians we should continue steadfastly in the apostle’s doctrine – their teaching regarding Christ his death burial, ands resurrection. They continued steadfastly in fellowship with one another and God, they partook of the Lord’s supper together on the first day of the week and they also continued steadfastly in prayer by praying with and for each other.
2. Continue with the Lord – 
A. ACTS 11:21-23 – And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number believed and turned to the Lord. 22 Then news of these things came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to go as far as Antioch.  Many people turn to the Lord but relatively few truly continue with the Lord. How many do you personally know that are unfaithful to the Lord?  Why - they would not continue to submit to his will.
3. Put Christ first – 

A. You should no longer live for self – but for the one who died for you – 2 COR. 5:14-15 - For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died; 15 and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again. We must learn to put self aside and Christ first.

B. MATT. 10:34-39 – We should put Christ first before self, before husband or wife, before son or daughter, before father or mother, before anything or anyone. "Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword. 35 For I have come to 'set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law'; 36 and 'a man's enemies will be those of his own household.'  37 He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 38 And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. 39 He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it. 
4. Live differently – 

A. We must walk in newness of life – ROM. 6:3-4 - Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  It is not enough just to be scripturally baptized we must walk in this new life as God directs us thru his word.

B. Dead to sin but alive to God – ROM. 6:11 - Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord
C. Now we must be a slave to righteousness – ROM. 6:17-18 - But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.
5. Think differently – 

A. Because we have a totally new set of priorities – COL. 3:1-3 - If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
B. We must conform to the image of Christ. This should be our main focus when we become Christians  – COL. 3:9-10 - Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 
C. Seek different things than the world- COL. 3:12-17 - Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 

6. Grow spiritually – 

A. The word of God provides food for the soul without it we will die – 1 PET. 2:1-3 - Therefore, laying aside all malice, all guile, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, 2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious. We should spend a lot of time in the word of God so we can grow. 
B. We must make attendance at all the assemblies of the church an absolute priority – Why? – God has designed the assemblies for your edification – HEB. 10:24-25 - And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching. We cannot take the casual attitude of the world that we can take or if we choose just leave out the assemblies.  The attitude of some is just as long as I make an appearance that is all that God requires such thinking flies in the face of all that the bible teaches us to be as Christians and shows a total lack 0of respect for the God we serve.

C. We must have an active prayer life – HEB. 4:16 - Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. If we do not spend much time in prayer then how can we obtain the great blessing of obtaining mercy and finding grace when we need it in our lives.
CONCLUSION – What shall we do after we become Christians is a great question for us to ponder.  Do we truly appreciate what God has done for us?  If we do then we should do as much for him as we possibly can – Notice the attitude of Paul.
1 COR. 15:10 - But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 

1 COR. 15:58 - Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.
Are we truly doing as much as we can?  What can I do?  Begin by teaching your family, friends, and neighbors the gospel of Jesus Christ – ACTS 8:4 - Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word
