WHAT SHOULD WE LOOK FOR IN A CHURCH?

ACTS 20:28
INTRODUCTION – First of all we should look for the one Christ purchased with his precious blood, but we are not speaking of the church in the universal sense of all believers but rather we are speaking of the church in the local sense. We might refer to it as a congregation. 

Back to our question – How do I choose a local church?  Recently on a religious talk show this question was asked and the host gave the following answer – You need to look at a church as a community and find the one that is most suited for your needs for friendship.  Is this sound advice? 

The purpose of our lesson today is to look at what the bible says are important matters when it comes to assembling and worshipping with a group of God’s people in a local area.
WHAT SHOULD WE LOOK FOR IN A LOCAL CHURCH?

I. THINGS WE DO NOT WANT IN A LOCAL CHURCH – Negative

A. HEB. 8:5 – We do not want to be part of a local church that will not follow the divine pattern revealed to us in the N.T. We are to commanded to worship God in spirit and in truth – JN. 4:24 – but we see many local churches of Christ today who offer contemporary and traditional worship services. What does this tell us immediately about their attitude toward the pattern given to us by God?

B. 1 PET. 4:11 – We do not want a local church that does not demand book, chapter and verse for their teaching and authority for the pattern being followed – COL. 3:16 – “Whatever we do in word or deed do all in the name of the Lord”
C. ACTS 2:42 – Look at the pattern of the first century church. They continued in doctrine, fellowship, breaking of bread and prayers and they did this steadfastly, consistently, and willingly. Would you have desired to be part of the church at Jerusalem? Or would you have looked for another. People today are looking at a church like it is a bank and needs to offer them certain conveniences. I.E. - Day care, recreation, and a variety of other social activities.

D. 1 COR. 5:1-7 – We should not want to be a part of a local church that tolerates sin.

E. 1 COR. 12: 13-14, 25-27 – We should not desire to be part of a local church that does not express love for one another. The church must show the proper care for its members.
II. WHAT SHOULD WE WANT IN A LOCAL CHURCH? What are you looking for physical or spiritual values?
A. 2 TIM. 4:2 – We should desire to be a part of a local church that demands that the word of God is preached. That emphasizes repentance and doing everything we can to please the Lord. That preaches the proper organization of the church on the local level with elders, deacons and saints. 

B. 2 TIM . 3:15 – One that is willing to be the pillar and proclaimer of the truth in that community.

C. 2 JN. 9 – One that will not extend fellowship with error and will not call darkness – light, but will seek to only abide in the doctrine of Christ.

D. ROM. 12:2 – One that will preach against worldliness in any form – immodesty, sexual immorality, or covetousness.

E. 1 COR. 6:9-11 – A church that is willing to be straight forward about sin and its consequences.

F. 1 PET. 1:15-16 – A church that promotes holiness. 
G. GAL. 1:6-9 – A church that will not modify the message.

H. LUKE 15:4-7 – A church that rejoices over a sinner who repents and turns to the Lord!

III. WHAT DOES JESUS WANT FROM A LOCAL CHURCH? Revelation chapters 2-3 – Jesus tells us.
A. REV. 2:4 – A church that maintains its first love – a strong devotion and commitment to the Lord.

B. REV. 2:9 – To be rich spiritually speaking – to be spiritually strong - to be rich in the good works of God. God was not concerned with their degree of physical riches – I.E. – Many choose the church where they worship because all the right people  (rich people) and connections for their business are there.

C. REV. 2:14 – Jesus wanted a church that was doctrinally sound and desires to please him….not one teaching some strange doctrine.

D. REV. 2:19-21 – Jesus wanted a church doing a lot of good works (love, service, faith, patience) but he did not want one that tolerated sexual immorality.

E. REV. 3:1 – Does Jesus want a church to just have a name that it is alive or does he actually want it to be vibrant and growing in faith?

F. REV. 3:7-8 – Jesus wants a church that has kept his word that has not denied his name and is strong. The church in Philadelphia was faithful.

G. REV. 3:14-17 – Jesus wants a local church that is unaffected by worldliness, not one that is lukewarm and indifferent. Jesus wanted them to be hot he knew their works and he knows our works today. What would Jesus say about the church in Mary Esther?

CONCLUSION – 

How do you decide which church?
We must look to bible principles in order to make the proper decision

First and foremost find a church that pleases God!

