WHAT THE BIBLE HAS TO SAY ABOUT HEAVEN
INTRODUCTION – We discussed in our lesson this morning what the Bible has to say about hell.  We stated it is not a very popular subject.  This evening we are going to be looking at what the Bible has to say about heaven.  This is a much more comforting subject but it is probably just as misunderstood as the topic of hell.  Most people believe they will go to heaven when they die.  If you attend any funeral most times the person speaking spends the majority of the time assuring those in the audience that the one who has passed from this life is now in heaven.

If we want to go to heaven we need to understand what the Bible has to say about this wonderful place and how we can get there.  This will be the purpose of our lesson today to consider what the bible has to say about heaven.
BIBLE FACTS ABOUT HEAVEN:

I. HEAVEN IS A REAL PLACE – The same Bible that speaks of heel also speaks of heaven.  If we deny the existence of hell we put our self in the position of also denying there is a heaven.  To be consistent those who deny the existence of hell must also deny the existence of heaven.
A. JN. 14:1-6 – Jesus promised his disciples he would go and prepare a place for them.

B. JN. 17:17 – Again we must affirm since God’s word is true that heaven must exist.

C. TITUS 1:1-2 – Since God cannot lie we must conclude there is a place called heaven and it does truly exist.

II. HEAVEN IS A PLACE OF UNIMAGINABLE JOY –
A. EPH. 1:20 – Heaven is a place of eternal fellowship with Jesus Christ and all the righteous.

B. MATT. 6:9 – Heaven is the dwelling place of God.

C. REV. 21:4 – It is a place where there are no tears. 

D. REV. 21:22-26 – It is a place where there is never any darkness because there is no night there.

E. REV. 21:27; 22:14-15 – It is a place of ultimate purity nothing vile or offensive will be there.  It is indeed difficult for us to fathom a place such as this with our mind.

III. HEAVEN IS A PLACE WHERE ANYONE CAN GO – 

A. 1 JN. 4:8 – Since God is love he makes a way where everyone has access to this beautiful place.

B. 2 PET. 3:9 – It is not the desire of God for any to perish, but we must obey the gospel.

C. MATT. 7:13-14 – God will only permit the righteous to be there.
D. GAL. 5:16-21 – Those who live in rebellion, stubbornness, immorality, and compromise truth cannot expect to go to heaven.

IV. HEAVEN IS AN ETERNAL PLACE OF BLISS – It will not end.  We are unable to comprehend eternity.

A. JAMES 4:14 - In this life time and all good things are fleeting.  During moments of joy time flies.  But in heaven our joys will be unending.

B. ROM. 6:22-23 – Our joy will be everlasting.
C. GAL. 6:8 – Notice what we reap as children of God – everlasting life.

V. HEAVEN IS A PLACE WHERE TWO CLASSES OF PEOPLE WILL BE – 

A. MATT. 18:1-6 – The innocent will be there.  Every life of a child taken by abortion, by terrorist, by war, or by disease will be there.

B. HEB. 11:6 – All who have pleased God by living by faith regardless of what dispensation they lived under – Patriarchal, Mosaic or gospel
C. ACTS 10:34-35 – Those who work righteousness and obey him.

VI. HEAVEN IS A PLACE WE WOULD NEVER WANT TO LEAVE – Those who are in heaven – the righteous of all ages will be in God’s presence.  I.E. – Maybe we have left a place before because of bad company.  In heaven there is no bad company.
A. ROM. 8:18 – Note what Paul wrote in regard to heaven.

B. 1 PET. 1:3-5 – Note what Peter wrote about salvation.

C. PHIL. 1:23 – Paul spoke of his confidence and desire to be with Christ.

VII. HEAVEN IS A PLACE WE CAN FORFEIT OR GAIN – If you forfeit heaven you gain hell.  There is no middle ground it is either one or the other.  We can go to heaven but it can only be on God’s terms.
A. MATT. 7:21-27 – Jesus is very clear about how we gain heaven.
CONCLUSION – 

Where do you wish to spend eternity?

It is possible to go to heaven.

You must make the choice!!!

