WHAT THE BIBLE HAS TO SAY ABOUT LIBERALITY
JAMES 1:5 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – If I mention the word liberal what immediately comes to your mind.  Maybe some far left wing political group or maybe some religious groups who have favor progress and reform.  The purpose of our lesson today is to see that the ideas of being liberal are mentioned in a positive way when we examine the Bible.   The words liberal, liberally, and liberality are Bible words.  The purpose of our study today is to investigate how the Bible uses these words and how they can be applied to us as Christians in a positive manner.

Note what the Bible says about one of the characteristics of God – JAMES 1:5 - If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.

How does God give? The Bible says liberally.  What does that word mean (Strong’s ref. #574) in that context?  It means bountifully.  In our study today we want to look at some areas in our lives where God requires liberality.
AREAS IN WHICH LIBERALITY IS NEEDED:

I. LOVE – We can never be too liberal or generous in our love for God.

A. WHY SHOULD WE BE LIBERAL IN OUR LOVE FOR GOD?

i. MATT. 22:37 – Do you truly love the Lord your God with all your heart soul and mind.  Are you generous in your love for God?  Do you abound in your love for God?  Or do you save part of your life and are not willing to give it over to God?  
ii. ROM. 5:6-9 – Why should we be liberal in our love for God?  Because God loved us while we were still in sin and sent his Son to die in our place.

iii. 1 COR. 13:1-13 – Love must be the motivating factor for all our service to God.  Love motivates us to give of ourselves

iv. 1 COR. 16:13-14 – Is all that you are doing done with love?

B. HOW CAN WE BE LIBERAL IN LOVE?

i. EPH. 5:1-2 – We must imitate God and walk as Christ walked and left us the example of love.

ii. PHIL. 1:9 – The more knowledge we gain of God’s will given to us thru  the word the more we can abound in love.
iii. 2 JN. 4-6 – We abound in our love for God when we walk in truth according to his commandments.  We express love for our parents by obedience and it is the same with God.

iv. JN. 14:15 – How much do you love God?  Just look at how many of his commandments we choose to ignore in our lives.

II. FAITH – How active is our faith?  Do we engage in good works of faith authorized by the word of God?
A. COL. 3:17 – We must do all we do in the name of the Lord or by his authority.  Are we careful or haphazard in this area?

B. 1 THESS. 1:3-10 – Notice what Paul said about the brethren in Thessalonica.  One of the most important works of faith we can be involved in is evangelism.
C. 2 THESS. 1:3-5 – Their faith was growing exceedingly and their love was abounding to each other.  They cared about each other.

D. JAMES 2:14-26 – We cannot have faith and abound in faith without being involved in works.

E. 1 JN. 5:3-4 – Is our faith liberal enough does it abound enough to overcome the world.

F. TITUS 2:7, 14, 3:8 – Paul exhorts Titus to abound in good works.

G. HEB. 10:24-25 – Sometimes we become stagnant as Christians and we need to be stirred up to good works.  Assembling is a good work.

III. GIVING – The main way the words liberal and liberality are used in the Bible directly connects it to our giving.  Are we liberal and generous in our giving to the Lord?
A. ACTS 20:35 – Principle given by Christ – It is more blessed to give than to receive.

B. ACTS 4:32-35 – First century Christians gave sacrificially.   We do not need to be guilty of giving God our leftovers.

C. 1 COR. 16:1-2 – Giving is not something that is optional it is commanded to be done on the first day of the week.

D. 2 COR. 8:1-5 – Example of the churches of Macedonia.  They set a good example for the churches of Achaia in their generosity.  How were they able to do this?  They had first given themselves to God!!!  God wants us! Our time, our talent, and our service.
E. 2 COR. 9:6-7 – N.T. principles for giving.  As we sow we will reap.  Are you sowing bountifully or sparingly?
F. ROM. 12:8 – Note what Paul was teaching the Christians in Rome.

CONCLUSION – 

Are you liberal when it comes to love, faith and giving? 

Do we need improvement in our willingness to abound in love and faith?
Are you generous when it comes to what you give to God?
