WHAT THE BIBLE HAS TO SAY ABOUT MIRACLES
JOHN 20:30-31
INTRODUCTION – During the three major time periods of the bible the patriarchal age or time of the fathers miracles were performed by God to bring man into existence – GEN. 1-2.  During the time of Moses the ten plagues, miracles in the wilderness and miracles of dividing the Red Sea were all signs that attested to the involvement of God with his people the Israelites.
The gospel age or the Christian dispensation began with the presence of miracles.   Jesus taught JN. 8:24 – “…for if you believe not that I am he you shall die in your sins.”  How do we know that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God?  One way to establish the deity of Jesus is thru miracles.  Let’s define some terms: 1.) Miracle – works of a supernatural origin and character, such as could not be produced by natural means.  2.) Signs – Miracles were also called signs because they verified and confirmed.  3.) Wonders – in reference to the miracles this term was used because it made the observers marvel.
The purpose of our lesson today is to understand the purpose, nature and characteristics of miracles recorded in the Bible.

BIBLE MIRACLES:

I. PURPOSE OF MIRACLES –  To cause us to believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God – JN. 20:30-31
A. JESUS – 

i. MATT. 9:2-8 – Jesus performed miracles to establish his authority to forgive sin.

ii. JN. 3:1-2 – To prove he was sent from God.  That he was deity.

iii. JN. 5:36 – To bear witness that he was sent from the Father.

iv. MATT. 8:16-17 – To fulfill prophecy.

B. APOSTLES – ACTS 2:43 – The apostles did not have the NT to prove they were correct so the miracles they were able to do confirmed the word
i. MARK 16:20 – Jesus told them as he sent them out with the great commission that he would work with them and their words would be confirmed by signs.

ii. HEB. 2:1-4 – Miracles validated that they taught the truth.

iii. ACTS 13:6-12 – Sergius Paulus believed the teaching of Paul as a result of the miracle he witnessed.

II. MIRACLES OF NT UNDENIABLE – 

A. JN. 11:45-48 – Reaction after Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.

B. ACTS 3:1-11 – Apostles healed a man who had been lame since his birth.

C. ACTS 4:14-16 – Even the Sanhedrin could not deny the miracle wrought on the lame man.

III. NATURE OF MIRACLES – Beyond the natural laws that govern our everyday life.  Remember our definition – miracle – works of a supernatural origin and character, such as could not be produced by natural agents or means.
A. Power over nature – 

i. JN. 2:1-11 – Water to wine.

ii. MARK 4:35-41 – Calmed the tempest.

iii. MARK 6:47-50 – Walked on the sea

B. Power over demons – 

i. MARK 1:23-27 – Cures a person who is demon possessed.

ii. MATT. 12:22-23 – Cures one who is demon possessed, blind and mute.

C. Power over matter – MARK – 6:37-44 – Jesus fed the 5000.

D. Power over disease and infirmities – 

i. MARK 1:30-31 – Healed Peter’s mother who was sick with a fever.

ii. MATT. 9:27-31 – Healed the blind

IV. CHARACTERISTICS OF MIRACLES – 

A. MATT. 8:16 – There were no failures or relapses.

B. JN. 11:38-44 – Not necessarily based on man’s faith.

C. JN. 9:14-16 – Reality of his miracles could not be denied.  Jesus never took up a contribution before, during, or after he performed miracles.

D. MATT. 9:35 – Jesus healed all manner of disease w/o a campaign before he arrived to stir up the people or to screen those in need of healing.

E. 1 COR. 13:8-10 – Duration of miracles was only for a specific time and purpose.  I.E. – Thru miracles God created man and the world he lives in but after creating man he allowed the natural laws of reproduction to take over.  It is the same in the Christian age God introduced Christ, the church and the gospel thru miraculous means but God’s natural laws given to us in his word govern us today. 1 PET. 1:23 – “having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible through the word of God that lives and abides forever.”
CONCLUSION – 

Do you believe?

JN. 20:30-31 - And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.
