WHAT THE BIBLE HAS TO SAY ABOUT PATIENCE
HEBREWS 10:36-40 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Do we need patience?  Sure we need patience it is very important to us as Christians.  We will not be able to endure and believe to the saving of our soul if we do not have patience.  Read – HEB. 10:36-40 – The Hebrew writer is encouraging us to be steadfast, to endure even under intense pressure or persecution.  Patience is something we always need in our lives whether in good times or bad whether we are in times of prosperity or poverty.  Patience is closely connected to longsuffering.  The problem with many Christians is that somewhere along the way they quit they do not endure.  The purpose of this lesson is to help us understand the importance of patience and our need for it.
PATIENCE:

I. IS PATIENCE NEEDED? – We are not born with the trait of patience it is something we must seek to develop and that this development of patience requires diligent effort.
A. 2 PET. 1:5-11 – Are we diligent to add to our faith patience?  Or is it something we think of as optional.

B. JAMES 1:2-4 – What is the outcome of our faith being tested?  We become perfect and complete (mature).

C. 1 TIM. 6:11-12 – Notice what Paul instructed Timothy to pursue – patience.
D. HEB. 6:4-12 – Patience allows us to inherit the promises. It allows us to be diligent to the end.  How are we doing?  I.E. – Retirement pension if we want to receive it we must patiently wait.
E. ROM. 15:5 – Since we seek to be like God and God is indeed patient then we can come to the conclusion that we definitely need patience in our lives
II. PATIENCE EXEMPLIFIED – We want to open our Bibles and look at some examples of patience being exercised in the lives of people approved by God.
A. JAMES 5:10-11 – Job is probably the first Bible character we think of in regard to the attribute of patience.
B. 2 COR. 6:4-11 – The apostle Paul needed patience so he would be approved by God.  If Paul needed patience then we certainly do also.  Every relationship we sustain in this life will be improved if we display patience and have the ability to get along with others.

C. 1 THESS. 1:3-4 – The local church in Thessalonica displayed patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
D. HEB. 12:1-2 – What personal characteristic of Jesus made the crucifixion possible?  He patiently endured all the tribulation that led him to Calvary. 

E. 2 PET. 3:14-15 – Salvation is only available for you and me because of the longsuffering or patience of the Lord.

III. SALVATION/ REWARDS – Does our patience have anything to do with our salvation and our eternal reward.
A. MATT. 24:12-13 – The bible is very clear we are assured of salvation if we endure to the end.   We cannot endure without patience!!!

B. LUKE 21:19 – Luke states our salvation is conditional upon our patience.

C. REV. 3:10-12 – The only way we can overcome is by exhibiting patience.  Do we desire to be recognized by God?  Then we must possess patience!!!
D. ROM. 2:6-7 – Eternal life is promised to those who patiently continue in doing good.  How are we doing?

E. REV. 14:12 – How do we display our patience?  By keeping the commandments of God given to us in his word.
CONCLUSION –

Do you desire to be victorious?

Do you desire to overcome?

God is patient and longsuffering? 2 PET. 3:9 – God wants all men to repent

Are you willing to follow God’s plan for your life?
