WHAT THE BIBLE HAS TO SAY ABOUT SERVICE
REVELATION 2:19 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – REV. 2:19 - "I know your works, love, service, faith, and your patience; and as for your works, the last are more than the first
First of all we need to note that God knows the type of service we are offering to him. It should be an honor for us to serve a deserving master and this service begins when we initially obey the gospel.  The purpose of this lesson is to help us come to an understanding of what the Bible says about service and that God is the only one truly worthy of our service – LUKE 4:8 – Jesus understood this timeless truth - And Jesus answered and said to him, "Get behind Me, Satan! For it is written, 'You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.' " 
THE BIBLE AND SERVICE:
I. OUR SERVICE IS VOLUNTARY – 
A. JOSH. 24:15 – We have the power of choice.  Joshua made the decision for his house and we have this same freedom also.

B. ROM. 6:16-18 – God does not force us to serve him, but allows each individual as a free moral agent to make their own decision as to whom they will serve.

C. MATT. 11:28-30 – Jesus invites us to come to him but we can refuse.  I.E. – RSVP
D. MATT. 6:24 – We must confront the truth that we either serve God or Satan.

E. MATT. 12:30 – Note the words of the Savior that we are either with him or against him.

II. REASONABLE SERVICE – 

A. ROM. 12:1-2 – It is our reasonable service to be a good example by letting our light shine, it is reasonable service to do the things that are good, moral, honest, and to act with integrity.

B. HEB. 12:1-2 – To be engaged in our reasonable service we must lay aside the weights and sin that ensnare us.
C. EPH. 4:25 – It is indeed our reasonable service to God to speak in a truthful manner.  How much better would the world be if we all spoke the truth?

D. 1 TIM. 2:9 – It is our reasonable service to be modest.  This is now becoming more of a challenge even to the people of God!!!

E. PROV. 20:1 – It is our reasonable service to refuse strong drink.  This is not an unreasonable request of God.

F. 1 COR. 16:1-2 – It is our reasonable service to give bountifully.

III. SERVICE WILL BE REWARDED – 

A. REV. 2:10 – If (conditional) we are faithful to the end.

B. 1 COR. 15:58 – Our spiritual labor is not in vain.

C. 1 PET. 1:4 – An inheritance is reserved for the faithful.

D. COL. 3:23-24 – Why do we receive the reward?  Because we serve the Lord Jesus Christ.

E. 2 TIM. 4:6-8 – We must fight a good fight of faith just like Paul so we also can receive the crown of life.

F. REV. 14:13 – Our service will be rewarded if (conditional) we die in the Lord. 

CONCLUSION – 

Are you serving God?

The answer is no if you are not a Christian.

The answer is no if you are not a faithful member of the Lord’s church.

Begin serving God today!!!

