WHAT TO DO WITH THE WORD

JAMES 1:22-25 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – We have just concluded our gospel meeting.  The word of God was preached with boldness, courage and enthusiasm by brother Sasser.  We discussed the view Jesus had toward the scripture and the respect he had toward the word of God, we studied lessons on being ashamed of the gospel, the church, and associating with other Christians.  We took a compelling look at martyrdom and suffering for the cause of Christ.  We viewed the Bible from a standpoint of balance and knowing all that the scriptures have to say on a subject before drawing a conclusion.  We talked about honoring your parents and that is not just while we reside with them as children but extends basically thru out our life.  We studied the importance of discretion doing things the right way at the right time and in the right place.  We also discussed the importance of being enthusiastic workers in the kingdom of God.
We have been edified, we have been exhorted and in some cases rebuked if we needed to make changes in our lives but what do we do now?  That is what our lesson is about today – “What to Do With the Word of God” well let’s go to the word of God to find out.

JAMES 1:22-25 – TEXT - But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.
All the things we have learned from the word of God this week must be used in a positive way we must be doers of the word.  Are we ready to engage in this awesome responsibility?  You might ask what God wants me to do with his word.  That is a good question and there are many things taught to us in the NT about what men are supposed to do with the word of God.  We will consider several of these in our lesson today.
WHAT TO DO WITH THE WORD OF GOD:
1. RECEIVE IT – The first thing we must do is receive the word.
A. JAMES 1:21 – Notice we are to receive the word and you may reply well I have already received it I heard what Whit had to say.  Just hearing will not insure that we receive the word.  Notice that James says we must receive it with meekness we are going to be willing to humble ourselves to the point of obeying.

B. MATT. 7:24-27 – It is the difference between being wise and foolish according to the teachings of Jesus.  The difference in the wise man and the foolish is not in the hearing but in the receiving with meekness and humbly submitting to obey the Lord.

C. ACTS 2:36-41 – Until the word is received it cannot help you.  When those at Pentecost received the word they were saved.
D. ACTS 11:1 – The Gentiles received the word of God too as Peter affirms.

2. BELIEVE IT – We must believe the word.

A. JN. 2:22 – The disciples believed the scripture but it was not blind believe it was based on evidence.  All or none proposition we either come to a point of faith or we reject the scriptures.  Many people today are seeking middle ground – compromise.

B. HEB. 11:6 – Without faith it is impossible for man to please God and be saved.  Examples in chapter 11 of men who had faith and it prompted them to obey God.
3. REMEMBER IT – We must remember the word too.  We cannot be a forgetful hearer and please God

A. JAMES 1:25 – Could we imagine someone who receives instructions about how to get to a certain place and as soon a s he receives them he tries to forget them.  This would be an accurate picture of a man who learns the message of the word and does not try to remember.  God in his word is giving us the roadmap as it were from earth to heaven.

B. PSA. 119:11-16 – Is the word of God hidden in your heart?  The psalmist says I will not forget your word.   We remember what is important to us?  Birthdays, anniversaries – Is the word of God important to us?  YES, so let’s strive to remember it.
4. OBEY IT – Directions unless followed are not worth much in any walk of life.

A. ROM. 2:6-8 – Notice the end result of those who do not obey the word of God.
B. ROM. 6:16-18 – If we want to escape sin which leads to death we must obey the doctrine contained in God’s word.

C. HEB. 5:9 – Jesus is the author of salvation to all – No to all who obey him - And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him, 

D. JN. 8:31 - Obedience means we must continue in his word so it can continuously help us
E. 2 JN. 9 – If we do not abide in the teachings of Christ we do not have God.
5. EAT IT – The word is the formula to live by.
A. MATT. 4:4 – The word is th formula to live by - But He answered and said, "It is written, 'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.'
B. HEB. 6:5 – We must taste the good word of God and feast upon it.

C. 1 PET. 2:1-3 – We should desire to taste the graciousness of the Lord.

D. 2 TIM. 2:15 – Study or give diligence so the word of God can be rightly divided.  We learn by experience – I.E. – Driving a car – Alice.  Also we learn that things have to handled well and right to serve the purpose for which they are intended – I.E. Gas, oil, and water for a car

6. SHARE IT - We want to note that to properly use the word of God we must share it.  What it has done for you it can do for others

A. 2 TIM. 2:2 - And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.
B. PHIL. 2:16 - holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain.
CONCLUSION – 

What are you doing with the word?

If you are not a Christian have you heard the soul saving message of the gospel?

If you are a Christian a disciple of Christ are you abiding and continuing in his word?

We have heard the wonderful words of life the question is what will we do with the word of God?
