WHAT TO SAY AND HOW TO SAY IT

JAMES 3:1-5 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Do you ever have a problem with your tongue?  Not knowing exactly what to say or how exactly to say it to some one.  Your intentions are good but the outcome would actually have been better if you had not spoken so much as a word.

This is going to be the topic of our lesson today what to say and how to say it.  We want to see what God can teach us through his word about this important subject.  

Let’s notice some things the bible tells us about what to say and how to say it:

1. EPH. 4:15 – “but, speaking the truth in love, may  grow  up  in  all  things  into  Him  who  is  the head, Christ”
A. WHAT TO SAY – TRUTH – NT:226 – aletheuo (al-ayth-yoo'-o); to be true (in doctrine and profession): KJV - speak (tell) the truth. – Strong's
B. TRUTH is important – JN. 8:32; 14:6; 17:17; EPH.  4:25 - "...Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor," for we are members of one another.
C. HOW TO SAY IT - LOVE – NT:26 – agape (ag-ah'-pay); love, i.e. affection or benevolence; specially (plural) a love-feast: KJV - (feast of) charity ([-ably]), dear, love. – Strong's.  Love must expressed even when we are stating the truth – 1 COR. 13:1-2 – “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. 2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.”
2. COL. 4:6 – Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.
A. WHAT TO SAY – SPEECH – NT:3056 logos (log'-os); something said (including the thought); by implication a topic (subject of discourse), also reasoning (the mental faculty) or motive; by extension, a computation; specifically (with the article in John) the Divine Expression (i.e. Christ): – Strong's. 

B. Our SPEECH is important - TITUS 2:8 – “sound speech that cannot be condemned, that one who is an opponent may be ashamed, having nothing evil to say of you.”    2 COR 8:7 – “But as you abound in everything--in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all diligence, and in your love for us--see that you abound in this grace also.”
C. HOW TO SAY IT - GRACE – NT:5485 charis (khar'-ece); graciousness (as gratifying), of manner or act (abstract or concrete; literal, figurative or spiritual; especially the divine influence upon the heart, and its reflection in the life; including gratitude): – Strong's

D. Do not be like the man described by JAMES 3:9-12 – “With it we bless our God and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the similitude of God. 10 Out of the same mouth proceed blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be so. 11 Does a spring send forth fresh water and bitter from the same opening? 12 Can a fig tree, my brethren, bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Thus no spring can yield both salt water and fresh.”
3. 2 COR. 10:1 – Now I, Paul, myself am pleading with you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ--who in presence am lowly among you, but being absent am bold toward you.  
A. WHAT TO SAY – PLEADING – NT:3870 – parakaleo (par-ak-al-eh'-o); to call near, i.e. invite, invoke (by imploration, hortation or consolation): KJV - beseech, call for, (be of good) comfort, desire, (give) exhort (-ation), intreat, pray
B. LUKE 7:1-4 – “Now when He concluded all His sayings in the hearing of the people, He entered Capernaum. 2 And a certain centurion's servant, who was dear to him, was sick and ready to die. 3 So when he heard about Jesus, he sent elders of the Jews to Him, pleading with Him to come and heal his servant. 4 And when they came to Jesus, they begged Him earnestly, saying that the one for whom He should do this was deserving,”  
C. HOW TO SAY IT – MEEKNESS – NT:4240 – prautes (prah-oo'-tace); mildness, i.e. (by implication) humility: – Strong's.  GENTLENESS – NT:1932 epieikeia (ep-ee-i'-ki-ah); suitableness, i.e. (by implication) equity, mildness: – Strong's
D. GAL.  6:1 – “Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.”
4. 2 TIM. 2:25 – in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth, 
A. WHAT - CORRECTING – NT:3811 – paideuo (pahee-dyoo'-o); to train up a child, i.e. educate, or (by implication) discipline (by punishment): – Strong’s.
B. HOW - HUMILITY – NT:4240 – prautes (prah-oo'-tace); mildness, i.e. (by implication) humility: – Strong's

C. TITUS 3:1-2 – “Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good work, 2 to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all men”
5. 2 TIM 4:2 – Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.
A. WHAT - CONVINCE – NT:1651 – elegcho (el-eng'-kho); to confute, admonish: KJV - convict, convince, tell a fault, rebuke, reprove. – Strong's
B. REBUKE – NT:2008 – epitimao (ep-ee-tee-mah'-o); to tax upon, i.e. censure or admonish; by implication, forbid: KJV - (straitly) charge, rebuke. – Strong’s
C. EXHORT – NT:3870 – parakaleo (par-ak-al-eh'-o); to call near, i.e. invite, invoke (by imploration, hortation or consolation): KJV - beseech, call for, (be of good) comfort, desire, (give) exhort (-ation), intreat, pray. – Strong’s
D. REV 3:19-20 – “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent.” 
E. HOW - READY – NT:2186 – ephistemi (ef-is'-tay-mee); to stand upon, i.e. be present (in various applications, friendly or otherwise, usually literal); – Strong's

F. LONGSUFFERING – NT:3115 – makrothumia (mak-roth-oo-mee'-ah); from the same as NT:3116; longanimity, i.e. (objectively) forbearance or (subjectively) fortitude: KJV - longsuffering, patience. – Strong's
G. 2 PET. 3:9 – “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.”
6. 1 PET. 3:15 – But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;”
A. WHAT - DEFENSE – NT:627 – apologia (ap-ol-og-ee'-ah); from the same as NT:626; a plea ("apology"): KJV - answer (for self), clearing of self, defense. – Strong's
B. 2 TIM. 2:15 – “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”
C. HOW - MEEKNESS – NT:4240 – prautes (prah-oo'-tace); from NT:4239; mildness, i.e. (by implication) humility: KJV - meekness. – Strong's

D. FEAR – NT:5401 – phobos (fob'-os); from a primary phebomai (to be put in fear); alarm or fright: KJV - be afraid, + exceedingly, fear, terror. – Strong's
CONCLUSION – 

We need to listen to the wise advice given to us by God and if we do we will be better equipped to know what to say and how to say it?

