 WHAT TYPE OF MIND DO YOU POSSESS?

PROVERBS 4:23 - TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Have you ever heard an expression or one similar to it -  that person really has  an open mind or their mind is already made up and they will not change?

The dictionary defines the word mind as that which thinks, perceives, feels, wills, etc.   In other words the mind directs all the affairs of life as we know it.   That is exactly what the bible says in PROV. 4:23 - Keep your heart with all diligence, For out of it spring the issues of life. 

The bible refers to a great number of different kind of people who had a diversity of the types of minds they each possessed.  Some were good and some were bad.  In our study today we want to look in our bibles and study about the various types of minds possessed by people in the scriptures. 
VARIOUS TYPES OF MINDS SPOKEN OF IN THE BIBLE:
I. CLOSED MINDS – Not open to hear anything other than what they already believe.
A. ACTS 7:57 – They stopped their ears and refused to hear what Stephen had to say.  Some just will not listen to Jesus.

B. MATT. 13:15 – Ears became dull of hearing and they closed their eyes.  Many today close their eyes to the truth. 

II. BROAD MINDS – Accepting of anything that comes along, regardless of how foolish it is.
A. ACTS 17:21 – Spent their time in hearing and telling – ever searching but never finding.

B. EPH. 4:14 – We cannot have the type of mind that is tossed around by the newest fad.  I.E. – Bus ministry

III. DOUBLE MINDS – No real conviction regarding truth.
A. JAMES 1:8 – Unstable – inconsistent – no continuity in our example and pattern of life.

B. JAMES 4:8 – Double minded man is a hypocrite and his heart is not pure.

IV. HIGH MINDS – Those who are proud and haughty and look down on others. 

A. OBADIAH 3-4 – God states thru his prophet Obadiah that he will bring the Edomites down because they had become to proud too high minded.

B. 1 TIM. 6:17 – Paul instructs Timothy thru the Holy Spirit to charge those who are rich to not become high minded.  If we ra ehigh minded our trust will be placed in something besides God.

C. 2 TIM. 3:1-4 – Paul warns of perilous times because men will become high minded, headstrong, and haughty.
D. ROM. 12:14 – Do not set your mind on high things

V. CARNAL MINDS – Those whose minds are directed by fleshly desire and pleasures.
A. ROM. 8:6-7 – God states emphatically in his word that the end result of this type of mind is death because we become the enemy of God.
B. 1 COR. 3:1-4 – We might think since we are Christians we could not possibly have a problem with a carnal mind – the Christians in Corinth did and so can we.
C. PHIL. 3:17-20 – Where is your mind set?

VI. REPROBATE MINDS – A mind which will not allow God to have any control. Vine’s states a mind of which God cannot approve, and which must be rejected by Him, the effect of refusing
A. ROM. 1:28-32 – KJV - A reprobate or debased mind rejects the knowledge of God and refuses to acknowledge his wisdom.

B. 2 TIM. 3:8 – KJV - Those who resist the truth are reprobate concerning the faith.
C. TITUS 1:16 – KJV - Do we profess we know God but in our works deny him if so we also will be rejected by God

VII. OPEN MINDS – An open mind is needed in order to properly consider what God would have us to do.

A. ACTS 2:36-41 – Did everyone there receive the word? No, but those who gladly received the word were baptized.  Have you gladly received the word?  Have you submitted to the will of God?

B. ACTS 17:11 – An open mind is something we must continue to have as a Christian. Open to the will of God in our lives?  Did you at one time have an open mind and you obeyed the gospel but since then you have closed your mind to the rest of God’s revealed will.  Be like the Bereans be noble minded – search the scriptures.
C. MATT. 17:1-5 – An open mind will hear Jesus

VIII. SOBER MINDS – To be fair-minded and able to make proper decisions – sound minded – to be discreet, to watch.
A. TITUS 2:6 – Paul exhorts Titus to be sober minded

B. 1 PET. 1:13 – Gird up taken from the usage of men girding up their robes so they could work – take action so we need to do the same gird up our mind so we will take action. 

IX. FAIR MINDS – Not partial willing to examine truth and accept it.
A. ACTS 17:32 – Some said they would be willing to hear Paul again in regard to his preaching concerning the D/B/R of Christ.
B. JN. 6:66-68 - Are we fair minded? Are we willing to examine and accept the truth as revealed in God’s word? Or will we turn back and walk with him no more?
X. SPIRITUAL MINDS – Are you spiritually minded?

A. ROM. 8:6 – How can being spiritually minded bring life and peace?  Because it is the mind of Christ.

B.  PHIL. 2:1-8 – If we have a spiritual mind we will have the mind of Christ and the mind of Christ was one of lowliness, humility and a willing ness to put others ahead of self.  Do you have a spiritual mind?
C. COL. 3:2 – A spiritual mind does not dwell on the things of this earth but rather on the things above!!!

CONCLUSION – What type of mind do you possess?  Get your mind right with God!
