WHAT WILL YOU PUT IN YOUR HEART
MARK 7:14-23 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – As we embark on a new year we often become concerned with what is going into our mouths.  Jesus teaches us a valuable lesson that we need to be concerned with what is going into our hearts.   The purpose of this lesson is to remind us of some things we should desire to put into our hearts in 2010.

THINGS WE SHOULD HAVE IN OUR HEART:

I. THE WORD OF GOD – 
A. PSA. 119:11 – The psalmist declares the reasoning behind his need for the word of God in his heart.  We need the word of God in our heart so we will not sin.  I.E. – Jesus tempted and his avoidance of sin – MATT. 4
B. PSA. 1:1-2 – If God’s word is in my heart it gives me something positive to think about.

C. EZRA 7:10 – Is our heart prepared to not only know the law of the Lord, and to seek it, but also to do it???

D. JAMES 1:21-22 – Part of receiving the word that is able to save our souls is willingness to not only hear it but to do it.  I.E. – Nike advertising slogan is JUST DO IT!!!   What will we do with the word in 2010?

E. 2 TIM. 2:2 – How can we say the word of God is in our heart and not be willing to try to teach someone else the truth?   Do you have it in your heart to teach anyone the truth in 2010?   We need to try.
II. THE WILLINGNESS TO WORK AND SERVE – 

A. HEB. 9:14 – The blood of Christ has cleansed us from our sins so now we need to serve the living God. How do we look at our relationship with God? What we can get or what can we give?  Are you willing to serve the living God in 2010?
B. ROM. 12:3, 16 – It takes humility to be willing to work and serve.  We don’t need to get to the point where we think a certain task is beneath our dignity.
C. JN. 13:6-17 – What lesson did Jesus teach his disciples?  

D. HEB. 13:17 – We now have elders who are working with the flock and we need to recognize that humility must be present in our lives if we are to submit to their oversight.

E. 1 PET. 5:6 – Will we humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God in 2010?

F. NEH. 4:6 – The people had it in their mind / heart to work and look what they accomplished.
III. THE WILLINGNESS TO FORGIVE – 

A. MATT. 6:12-15 – Maybe one of the most difficult things for us to do is to forgive others, because it involves our pride. The Bible is clear if we seek forgiveness then we must extend forgiveness to others.

B. MATT. 18:21, 32-35 – Note in the teaching of Jesus on the importance of forgiveness that it comes from the heart.

C. EPH. 4:32 – The heart the Bible describes as tender will forgive others.  We must exercise patience in regard to forgiveness.
D. JAMES 5:16 – We need to be willing to seek forgiveness from God.  Will we be willing to admit our mistakes and correct them this year?  Do you think you will live thru this year without sin?
E. 1 JN. 1:9 – God provides a way for us to deal with our sins.   Will we find it in our heart to seek out the forgiveness that only 
God can provide for us thru his son?

CONCLUSION – 

What is in our heart is important – good/bad

What is in your heart?

Give God first place in your heart today!!!
