WHICH PIECE OF THE PUZZLE ARE YOU?
EPHESIANS 2:19-22- TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Have you ever put together a puzzle?  Sure we all have at one time or another.   Every piece of the puzzle serves a purpose.  If pieces are left out or they are missing the puzzle cannot be completed and so it is with the church.  EPH. 2:19-22 -  Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole building, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 

The Gentiles were learning how to fit in the church with the Jews.  They were learning to do their part so they would fit together and make the church grow into the holy spiritual temple God desired for it to become.
Paul later by inspiration instructs the Christians at Ephesus that all need to do their part if the church is to grow - EPH. 4:16 - from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. 

The church here at Mary Esther will not grow if every member does not do their part.  You may say I am just an insignificant part, we must remember there are no insignificant parts to a puzzle and so it is with the local church.  If one piece is missing the puzzle cannot be complete.

WHICH PIECE ARE YOU?

I. WILLING PARTICIPANT – One who desires to do his part and even pick up the slack of some other members.  Why is this member always involved?
A. COUNTED THE COST – 

a. LUKE 14:27-33 – They knew going in a deep commitment was involved in order to be a piece that does its part.

b. 1 THESS. 1:9-10 – Thessalonians knew what they would have to turn their back on in order to serve God.  They counted the cost and decided it was indeed worth it.

c. PHIL. 4:7-8 – The apostle Paul counted the cost and it was indeed high but he was willing to do his part in serving the Lord.

B. MAKE SACRIFICES – 

a. ROM. 12:1-2 – We cannot be conformed to the world and allow our priorities to be come the priorities of the world.

b. 2 COR. 8:1-7 – Churches in Macedonia had already made the sacrifice in regard to giving, but why did they do this? They gave themselves first to the Lord. The churches in Achaia had not done so yet.
c. JN. 12:26 – Service will require sacrifice – I.E. – Military.

C. IS A WORKER – 

a. NEH. 4:6 – Workers were needed to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem and in order to build up the Lords’ church workers are needed today.  Do you have a mind to work or is that the job of someone else.

b. EZRA 7:10 – Note the attitude of Ezra after the temple was rebuilt. He sought to do the will of God and teach his statues. He was a seeker and doer. Self starter.

c. JAMES 1:22-25 – We have too many in the Lord’s church who think their only job is to hear the word.  Hearing is important, but we must be doers of the word!!!

II. ONE THAT NEEDS ENCOURAGING – 

A. BABE IN CHRIST – 

a. 1 COR. 3:1-9 – Many of the brethren in Corinth fell into this category.  They needed to grow.

b. 1 PET. 2:2 – We are instructed to desire the sincere milk of the word that we may grow thereby.  In real life there has to be someone there to care for the baby, and so it is with Christians they must be nurtured and taken care of so they can grow to maturity.,

B. SPIRITUALLY IMMATURE – Weak not as strong as we need to be yet.
a. EPH. 4:11-15 - We have to grow up in Christ and this takes time.

b. 1 PET. 1:13-15 – As we grow our thinking changes we no longer conform to our former lusts but our conduct reveals the change in our thought process because we are striving to be holy in our conduct.

C. SPIRITUALLY MATURE – Why would the spiritually mature need to be gently nudged?  Because they need to be encouraged to; do not quit, do not give up, or give in. 
a.  TITUS 2:1-2 – There is still work for the older more spiritually mature members to do.  Many of the churches older members are retired but you cannot retire from your service to God.  God will retire you!!!

b. 2 TIM. 4:6-8 – Examples of Paul at old age and knowing his death was imminent.

c. 1 TIM. 6:11-12 – Paul’s instructions to Timothy – “But you O man of God…”

III. UNWILLING PARTICIPANT – Does not want to be included.  Long list of those recorded in the Bible that did not want to be included.
A. GEN. 7:1, 23; 8:15-18 – Noah was a preacher of righteousness for 120 years and there were plenty of people who had plenty of time to pitch in and help Noah build the ark and get on the Ark with Noah, but they did not want to be included.

B. GEN. 18, 19:12-17 – Not even all of Lot’s brethren (sons in law) wanted to be included in the escape from Sodom.

C. NUM. 14:6-9; 14:22-39 – Example of the Israelites who did not want to enter into the land of promise.  You may say you want to go to heaven but if you refuse the spiritual blessings of Christ that are available in him and the church he purchased you are in the same state of denial that Israel was in.  They proudly proclaimed they were the sons of Abraham but they did not exercise the faith of Abraham.

D. 2 PET. 2:20-22 – Maybe you are an unwilling participant because the things of the world are just more important to you.

E. ACTS 9:26 – Some do not desire to identify as be willing to work with a local church.  What are the reasons?

a. Do not want to be a part of the work of the local church.
b. Do not want to be subject to the oversight of the elders.

c. Do not want to be subject to correction and discipline.

d. Maybe the reason is you just do not understand what the bible teaches in regard to our responsibility to support the local church its assemblies, its, work and its worship.

CONCLUSION – 

Which piece are you? 

Are you willing, or do you need encouragement, or do you fall in the unwilling to participate category?
In order for the church here in Mary Esther to grow each piece must be willing to do its part.

Willingly submit to Jesus today!!!

