`
WHO IS GOING TO HEAVEN
REVELATION 21:1-7 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – What is your destiny? Two eternal destinies await us all – MATT. 25:46 – Everlasting punishment (Hell) or eternal life (Heaven) "And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." 

 Going to heaven is really what life is all about.  Heaven is being with God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. It is being with the angels and all the faithful of history. Do we plan to go to heaven?  If we plan to go we need to know what heaven is all about.
HEAVEN IS…

1. HEB. 4:9 – A paradise of rest - There remains therefore a rest for the people of God. REV. 14:13 - Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, "Write: 'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.' " "Yes," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them."
2. MATT. 25:19-21 – A place of joy - After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20 So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, 'Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.' 21 "His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.'
3. LUKE. 19:37-38 – A place of peace - Then, as He was now drawing near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works they had seen, 38 saying: " 'Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the LORD!' Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!"  
4. REV. 4:9-11 – Glory - Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying: 11 "You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all things, And by Your will they exist and were created." 
5. REV. 22:5 – Light - There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever.
6. MATT. 25:46 – A place of eternal life - "And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.
7. 1 JN. 4:8  - A place of love -He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.
8.  REV. 19:11 – Righteousness -Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war
CHARACTERISTICS NEEDED TO REACH HEAVEN:

1. THOSE WITH THE PROPER TREASURE – 

A. MATT. 6:20-21 – Where is our treasure?  Is it being laid up in heaven?
B. MATT. 13:44-46 – How important is the kingdom of heaven to us?
2. THOSE WITH HUMILITY – 

A. MATT. 18:1-4 – Do we want to be great in the kingdom of heaven?
B. 1 PET. 5:6 – If we humble ourselves now in service to the Lord we will be rewarded.
3. THOSE WHO FOLLOW  CHRIST – 

A. MATT. 19:16-22 – We are called upon to make sacrifices and follow Jesus. Easy to follow him when there is no adversity.
B. LUKE 14:25-33 – We must bear our cross and come after him.
4. THOSE WILLING TO FORGIVE OTHERS –

A. MARK 11:25-26 – Be willing to forgive others
B. EPH. 4:32 – Christ has set the example in forgiveness for us by forgiving us so we should follow that example and extend forgiveness to others.
5. THOSE WHO ARE OBEDIENT – 

A. REV. 22:14 – Notice who has the right to the tree of life and is allowed to enter the gates into the city.  
B. HEB. 5:8-9 – Jesus is the author of eternal salvation to all those who obey him.  None will be there who has not obeyed Jesus.
6. THOSE WHOSE NAMES ARE WRITTEN IN HEAVEN – 

A. LUKE 10:20 – Jesus told his disciples to rejoice in the fact that their names are written in heaven.
B. REV. 20:11-15 – Our name must be found in the book of life!
C. REV. 21:22-27 – No sin, evil, or unrighteousness but only those whose names are written in the book of life.
HOW DO I GET MY NAME IN THE BOOK OF LIFE? – So I can go to heaven
1. COME THRU JESUS – 

A. JN. 14:1-6 – We have to come thru Jesus, there is no other way.
B. ACTS 4:12 – Why do we have to come thru Jesus? Because salvation is only in his name!!!  We must realize (come to believe) that we are sinners and he is the Savior.
2. DO GOD’S WILL – 

A. MATT. 7:21 – Do we call Jesus Lord yet not submit to God’s will?
B. 2 PET. 3:9-14 – God is lovingly giving us time and space to repent, but he will return and so when he comes again will be living godly lives.
3. CONFESSING CHRIST PUBLICLY – 

A. MATT. 10:32-33 – This confession definitely precedes our baptism into Christ (MATT. 16:16), but after this initial confession we must confess daily that Jesus is Lord of our lives by the life we live and the example we set.
B. 1 PET. 2:21 – We must confess Christ as Lord daily by walking in His steps.
      4. BEING IMMERSED IN WATER  FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS–  


      A. 1 PET. 3:20-22 – Baptism saves us.  Have you been immersed in 



water?
      B.  Have you buried the old man? ROM. 6:3-6

      C. ACTS 8:36-38 – When Phillip preached Christ to the Ethiopian 


          Eunuch he preached the necessity of baptism. How do we know this to 

          be true?
      5.  REMAIN FAITHFUL – 


      A. HEB. 10:23-39 – We must always maintain the proper view of the blood 

           of Christ.  Do not take his sacrifice for granted!!!

      B. 2 TIM. 4:6-8 – We like Paul must fight the good fight of faith, so we can 

           also receive a crown.

      C. MATT. 25:31-46 – Note what those who were recognized as sheep had 

           done during their life.

      D. REV. 2:10 – Be faithful till we die!!  Even in the face of persecution.
CONCLUSION – Everyone is not going to heaven only a few will make it to the Promised Land.  MATT. 7:13-14 – But one of those can be you.  You can be one of the few. "Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.
