WHY ARE THERE SO MANY CHURCHES?

  JOHN 14:6 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – When Jesus said “I am the way the truth and the life” do you think he really wanted their to be many ways, many truths, and many churches.  We are going to be studying the topic today of why are there so many churches. I want to relate a true story to you one I will never forget as it is permanently etched in my mind.  I.E. – My dad’s logical conclusion about many churches that if each church says there is a different way and different truth we must follow someone if not all has to be wrong.  It is with this thought in mind that I present this lesson.

WHY ARE THERE SO MANY CHURCHES AND WHERE DID THEY COME FROM?

1. DIFFERENT CHURCHES – 

a. Episcopalian

b. Pentecostal

c. Wesleyan

d. Seventh Day Adventist

e. Christian Church

f. Jehovah’s Witness

g. Lutheran

h. Mormon

i. Assembly of God

j. Roman Catholic

k. Holiness

l. Methodist

m. Baptist

n. Nazarene

2. TAKE A CLOSE LOOK AT THE BIBLE AND HISTORY –

a. The Bible only speaks of one church and it says Jesus is the builder

i. MATT. 16:18 – “And I say unto the, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”
ii. EPH. 1:22-23 – “And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be al things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all.”
iii. EPH. 4:3-6 – Jesus wanted unity among his believers.  Unity is based upon oneness – Notice Paul says there is one body, remember from chapter one that one body is the church Jesus promised to build.  You might well ask did Jesus build his church?  The answer is a resounding YES when we view the scriptures.

3. BIBLE RECORD OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CHURCH – 

a. The Bible clearly reveals the story of the church being built

i. ACTS 20:28 – Jesus bought the church with his blood that was the purchase price for our salvation.  The only church of the Bible is the one Jesus purchased with his blood

b. The saved are added to the church.

i. ACTS 2:36-38, 41, 47 – What were these saved people who Jesus had added to his church called?

ii. ACTS 4:32 – “the multitude of them that believed

iii. ACTS 5:11 – “the church”

iv. ACTS 6:1 – “the disciples”

v. ACTS 11:26 – “the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch”

4. PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED BY THE CHURCH THAT JESUS BUILT – 

a. External sources of problems for the church that Jesus built.

i. ACTS 4:1-22
b. Moral problems in the church which Jesus built

i. ACTS 5:1-4 – Example of pride. Lies and greed of Ananias and Sapphira

c. Persecutions against Christians became severe

i. ACTS 5:17-42 – They were put in prison and beaten

ii. ACTS 7:1-60 - vs. 58-59 - Steven was stoned to death. 

iii. ACTS 8:1-4 – Great persecution arose against the church in Jerusalem

d. Internal problem and it was doctrinal in nature.

i. ACTS 15:1 – Gentiles who become Christians must also keep the Law of Moses.  If they do not do so they cannot be saved.

ii. ACTS 20:17-38 – vs. 28-30 - Paul warns of problems that will arise because of leadership going astray.

iii. 2 PET. 2:1-22 – Peter warns about the falling away from the truth and the pattern revealed in vs. 1-3.

iv. 2 JN. 7-11 – John warns of deceivers who will come.

5. HISTORY OF THE FALLING AWAY – 

a. Early in the 2nd century a change in the organization of the church begins – On man as chief elder or bishop.  Even though the scriptures are very plain there is to be a plurality of elders

i. ACTS 14:23 – “And when they had ordained them elders in every church…”
ii. TITUS 1:5 – “…and ordain elders in every city”
iii. 1 PET. 5:2 – “Feed the flock of God which is among you”  Limited oversight
b. Later in the 2nd century the presiding elder over a church in a large city began to assume authority over smaller and rural churches.  This elder became known as the bishop or patriarch

i. 1 PET. 5:2 – Remember elders were only to exercise oversight over their flock not any other flock or flocks.

c. During the 2nd and 3rd centuries theses patriarchs of the capital cities of the Roman districts, became the 5 most important bishops.

i. Rome

ii. Constantinople

iii. Antioch

iv. Jerusalem

v. Alexandria

vi. Around 600 AD one became known as the universal bishop

d. 325 AD The first human creed was written for the purpose of imposing this set of man made rules upon all believers – The Nicaean Creed

e. 606 AD Boniface III was declared to be the universal bishop and the Roman Catholic church comes into existence – the first denomination can now be clearly identified – Catholic church.
f. 1054 AD – Pope charges the bishop of Constantinople with heresy.  When he ignored them he was excommunicated along with those who opposed the Pope in Rome.   So the patriarchs of Alexandria, Jerusalem, and Antioch align themselves with Constantinople, thus forming another denomination the - Orthodox church
g. 1520 AD – Martin Luther speaks out against the indulgences of the Catholic church by posting his 95 thesis on the church door because he desired to bring about reform in the Roman Catholic church.  The Pope also excommunicated him.  Against his wishes his followers after his death began to call themselves Lutherans.  So another denomination is established – Lutheran church
h. 1534 AD – King Henry wanted a divorce from his wife Catherine and the Pope refused him so he broke away from the Catholic church and formed the church of England or the Anglican church.  The Episcopal church in the US later developed from the Anglican church.  The falling away is well underway and is gaining speed two more denominations
i. 1568 AD- John Calvin began his movement in protest of Catholicism in Switzerland in 1534.  In 1541 Calvin’s teaching based the TULIP – Total hereditary depravity, Unconditional election, Limited atonement, Irresistible grace, and Perseverance of the saints, was made the official religion of Geneva.   In 1568 John Knox one of Calvin’s disciples, successfully established the Presbyterian church in Scotland.  Again another denomination is established
j. 1607-1612 – AD John Smythe, a congregational separatist from the church of England, was forced to flee England because of persecutions from King James I.  He baptized himself by pouring water on himself.  Later Thomas Helwys who held many of  Smythe’s beliefs. Returned to England and established the Arminian Baptist church and the drift continues further and further into denominationalism.

k. 1729-1784 – At Oxford University, John and Charles Wesley started a study group which were nicknamed “Methodists” because of the strict methods the adopted.  The club eventually became the Methodist church.  In 1784 the Methodist Episcopal church in America was organized, even though Wesley had opposed such a use of “Methodist”  saying, “Would to God that all party names, and phrases and forms which have divided the Christian world, were forgot..”  As we can see if that were true then only the church that Jesus built would exist.  Where is unity in denominationalism?
l. 1830 AD – Joseph smith claims to receive special revelation from visions, angels, and golden tablets so he started the Mormon church. So another denomination is formed - GAL. 1:8  - Paul said, “But though we or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.”
m. 1872 –AD in the late 1800’s early 1900’s the Jehovah’s Witnesses were gradually formed mainly thru the efforts of Charles Taze Russell and Judge Joseph Rutherford.  It is plain to see that each new denomination taught something not found in the Bible.
n. Recently many groups have formed claiming to offer man special powers. The term New Age describes them all, but they are not really new since they are based on philosophy rooted in ancient traditions.  False doctrine causes men to drift further and further away from the truth 

6. NEW DOCTRINES OF DENOMINATIONS NOT PRACTICED OR TAUGHT IN THE NT – 

a. 3rd Century – Infant Baptism

b. 394 AD – Latin Mass

c. 563 AD – Purgatory

d. 6th century – Instrumental music

e. 1015 AD – Priestly celibacy

f. 1192 AD – Indulgences

g. 1311 AD – Sprinkling

h. 1870 AD – Papal Infallibility

7. TWO SERIOUS QUESTIONS – 

a. When did your church begin?  If it was later than Pentecost and not in Jerusalem then you are not a member of the church, which Jesus built! 

b. Can you find its teachings in the Bible?  If not then you are following the teachings of man and you will lose your soul.

c. Parable of the sower – LUKE 8:4-18 

i. Seed was the word of God and it has to be planted.

ii. When the seed that was the word of God was planted people became Christians not members of denominations.

iii. Churches that were established in this way were the Lord’s church not denominations.

iv. Denominationalism came into being thru the teachings of men and as a result are not the Lord’s church!

CONCLUSION – Follow God’s pattern and become a Christian just as those we read about today in Acts chapter 2 did.

Hear – the teaching of God’s truth – JN. 6:44-45 - No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.       It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me.

Believe – In God and his son Jesus and follow their teachings in the Bible - JN 8:24

I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.

Repent – of your sins turn away from sin and turn to God – 2 PET. 3:9 - The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

Confess – Christ as the Son of the living God  - MATT. 10:32-33 - Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.

Be baptized – immersed – into Christ for the remission of your sins – ACTS 2:38 -  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

WHICH WILL YOU CHOOSE GOD’S WAY – REVEALED IN THE BIBLE OR MAN’S WAY
