WHY ARE WE HERE?

EPHESIANS 2:19-22 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Paul relates to the church at Ephesus they were fellow citizens with the saints and part of the family of God (household of God).  We need to understand that the church of Christ in Mary Esther is not the building; the church is the collective of Christians.  ACTS 2:47 – “The Lord added to the church such as were being saved”

The church is to be the pillar and ground of the truth – 1 TIM. 3:15 – How are we doing?  We need to take stock of our situation.  Are we laboring as if we are the only congregation on earth?  That is what the church at Jerusalem did.

WHY ARE WE HERE?  

1. TO SUPPORT THE TRUTH –  JN. 8:32;  JN. 17:17
a. Look at the early church - 
i. ACTS 2:36-42 – Did they defend their actions or obey truth?

ii. ACTS 4:8-21 – Threatened for teaching the truth

iii. ACTS 4:32-37 – Made sacrifices for those obeying the truth

iv. ACTS 5:28-32 – We have the evidence of eyewitnesses, we need to fill Ft. Walton with his doctrine  (teachings).

v. ACTS 8:1-4 – Even when persecution came and they were scattered they went everywhere preaching the word.  We do not face persecution and what are we accomplishing.  WHY ARE WE HERE?

b. Importance of truth - 
i. 2 JN. 1-4 – As Christians we need to know the truth, it needs to dwell in us, and we must walk in truth.  Do you know the truth?  Does it dwell I you?  Do you walk in it?

ii. 1 COR. 2:7-13 – Important enough that God revealed it by the Holy Spirit.   

iii. 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – It is an inspired message. Many take the approach that what God says is not that important.  They argue we do not need book, chapter and verse for what we do.

iv. 1 THESS. 2:13 – Notice how the church reacted to truth.  As the message from God and they gladly received it.  If we receive it and do not let man insert his twist on the scriptures it will effectually work in us also.

c. Holding to the pattern of truth - 
i. 2 TIM. 1:13 – Holding to sound doctrine

ii. TITUS 2:1, 7 – Sound doctrine, not showing any corruptness.

iii. JUDE 3 – Contending for the faith, that there is a pattern for us to follow.

iv. 1 PET. 4:11 – If any man speak let him speak as the oracles of God.

d. Being set to defend truth - 
i. PHIL. 1:17 – Example of Paul being set for the defense of the gospel

ii. PHIL. 1:27 – He encourages the brethren at Philippi to stand fast for the faith of the gospel.

iii. 1 COR. 15:58 – Be ready to stand fast and be steadfast so we can abound in the work of the Lord.

iv. 1 PET. 3:15 – Peter charges us to be ready to answer and that answer could come in defense of the gospel.

2. WE ARE HERE TO GUARD AGAINST ERROR – COL. 2:6-8
a. Do we need to beware?  Some act as if there are no false prophets or teachers

i. MATT. 7:15-20 – We must be careful fruit inspectors

ii. MATT. 15:7-9 – Jesus exposed the Scribes and Pharisees for their teaching the doctrines of men.  Note the warning – vs. 13 – “Every plant which my heavenly Father hath not planted shall be rooted up.”
iii. ACTS 20:29-31 – Greatest danger from within.  Putting faith and trust in man and not in God and his word of truth.

iv. 2 TIM. 4:2-4 – Paul warns there will come a time when Christians will not endure sound doctrine, but will turn their ears away from the truth. 

1. Do not preach the truth on MDR. 

2. Do not preach against unity in diversity after all then we can have all the differences we want to have and doctrine and truth are no longer important, because your idea is just as good as mine.  (Romans 14)

3. Do not be too specific – do not call any names – we would not want to upset anyone.

v. 1 TIM. 1:18-20 – Named their names

vi. 2 TIM. 2:17-18 – Identified their false teaching as well as their names.

CONCLUSION – This lesson will serve as an introduction to a series of lessons on false teachings of men vs. the Bible and we will start with our own problems first within the church and then we will look specifically at various denominations and what they each vs. what the Bible shows to be the truth.  We must fully understand that there is a reason why we are here and we must be willing to fulfill those reasons.  As we consider these lessons we must always remember that only truth can set us free from sin.

