WHY AREN’T YOU A CHRISTIAN?

2 COR. 6:2 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – People often offer excuses why they are not Christians, but is what we need to do to become a Christian so difficult that we cannot understand it.  Not really – The scriptures clearly teach that we are sinners and that our sin separates us from God – ROM. 3:23 – “for all have sinned” in order to be reconciled back to God we must display faith on our part – HEB.11:6 – “but without faith”  This faith will prompt us to obey the gospel – ROM. 1:16 – which has the power to save us.  This obedience is not something so complicated that we cannot understand.  Jesus tells us to Believe – JN. 8:24 – Only believing in Jesus will cause us to turn away from sin and turn to God, this is called repentance – LUKE 13:3 – Jesus also tells us we must be able to confess our faith in him before men and if we do so he will acknowledge us before the father in heaven – MATT. 10:32-33.  The final faithful act of obedience that puts us into Christ is baptism – this is what we do by faith to have our sins forgiven – ACTS 22:16 – that is why Annais told Saul to arise and be baptized washing away your sin.

This is the simple gospel plan of salvation, but people often offer excuses for not being a Christian. Today we want to examine some of these excuses and see if there is truly a valid reason why you are not a Christian.

1. EXCUSE #1 – PEOPLE WILL REVILE ME OR RIDICULE ME -  

A. They will call me a sissy or softie – LUKE 9:26 – Jesus can give us the 

strength to overcome this problem.

B. Jesus said this can be a blessing – MATT. 5:10-12
C. It is an honor to suffer as a Christian – 1 PET. 4:14-16 – Only in this name can we glorify God

D. Attitude of Paul – PHIL. 3:8-11 – Paul counted the things he had lost as refuse

2. EXCUSE #2 – I WANT TO DO MY OWN THING – 

A. I am a lover of self – I, I, I – me, me, me – 2 TIM. 3:1-5 – One of the main causes of disobedience is man’s love of self and his desire to please himself.  A self willed person is only concerned about “I” – first.

B. Notice the excuses given - LUKE 14:16-24 – They refused to come

because they were desirous of pleasing self.  

C. The proper attitude – ROM. 12:1-3 – 

D. To serve self is foolish – TITUS 3:3-5 – 

3. EXCUSE #3 – SAVED BY MORALITY -  

A. Cornelius was a morally upright person – ACTS 10:1-2, 11:14 – Peter was sent to tell him words whereby he could be saved – the message of 

salvation

B. All are sinners – ROM. 3:23 – ROM. 6:23 – Sin pays wages

C. Jesus paid the price for our sins – 1 JN. 4:8-10 – if a man could be saved by being morally good then God was vicious and cruel to his own son.

D. We can only have victory in Christ – 1 COR. 15:55-57 – Do not allow death and the grave to have victory

4. EXCUSE #4 – I WANT TO SOW MY WILD OATS – 

A. Many parents are guilty of teaching this philosophy to their children – 1 TIM. 4:11-12 – Use your youth to be an example for Christ

B. We will reap what we sow – GAL. 6:7-9
C. Listen to the wise man – ECCL. 11:9-10; 12:1 – Honor thy creator in the days of thy youth 

D. Parable of the lost son  - He learned the hard way – experience is sometimes a cruel teacher – LUKE 15:11-14
5. EXCUSE #5 – I AM AS RIGHTEOUS AS THEY ARE – I DON’T WANT TO BE A HYPOCRIT –
A. Why find the worst example of a Christian and use them as an excuse to not obey the gospel – God does not approve of hypocrisy – MATT. 7:1-5 

B. God will clean out the hypocrites in the church – 1 PET. 4:17-18 – The ungodly hypocrite will not be saved.

C. Hypocrite is a person who loves and lives a lie – REV. 22:14-15- Heaven will not have one hypocrite within the city

D. In contrast hell will be full of hypocrites REV. 21:8 – All who ever lived in this world as a hypocrite will suffer eternal torment and you will be there with them, if you are not a Christian.

6. EXCUSE #6 – I AM UNWORTHY – TO BIG A SINNER  - 

A. Don’t judge yourself unworthy of eternal life – ACTS 13:46 – Don’t be as the  Jews who rejected the word of God and cast it aside

B. Don’t under estimate the value of your soul to God – MATT. 16:24-26 – 

C. God gave his son because of the value of your soul – ROM. 8:32 – he gave his son to die in our stead.  That is why Jesus left heaven – LUKE 19:10
D. Do not under estimate the blood of Christ – 1 PET. 1:18-20 – Redeemed by the precious blood of Christ

7. EXCUSE #7 – NOT THE RIGHT TIME – I WILL LIVE TO BE OLD – 

A. I am young now and want to enjoy life, I’ll have plenty of time to obey the gospel in my later years.  If this is our attitude we are being selfish, egotistical, and ungrateful. – JAMES 4:13-17 – Life is brief and death is certain – HEB. 9:27
B. ACTS 24:24-25 – Felix said I will hear the again at a later date

C. ACTS 26:24-28 – Agrippa was almost persuaded

D. PROV. 27:1 – We are not to boast of tomorrow for we do not know what a day will bring forth.

CONCLUSION – If you are not a Christian and you have used some excuses similar to the ones we have studied today, why don’t you obey the gospel today.  Do not allow your pride and arrogance to interfere – JAMES 4:7-10 – “ Submit yourselves therefore to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  Draw nigh to God and he will draw nigh to you.  Cleanse your hands ye sinners and purify your hearts ye double minded.  Be afflicted and mourn, and weep, let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to heaviness.  Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.”

