WHY ATTEND OUR GOSPEL MEETING

INTRODUCTION – Just next week we are going to begin a week long series of Bible lessons.  This congregation has determined that this is a good work in which we can  be involved, in fulfilling the command of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ – MK. 16:15-16 Why should we attend the gospel meeting?  

1) FOR THE PREACHER – 

a. We have invited a wonderfully gifted preacher to come and speak and preach and teach us.- Brother Charles Littrell

b. A large portion of the burden of the success of the preacher, but he can’t do it alone, he needs your support and help.

c. HOW?

1. Support by your Prayers – 1 THESS. 5:25 – 

2. Why? Pray

a) Lord’s sake  and love of the spirit – ROM. 15:30

b) That the word may have free course to be preached – 2 THESS.3:1
c) For the preacher to preach plainly and boldly – EPH. 6:18-20

d) Your prayers can help in the preaching of the gospel – 2 COR. 1:11
3. Support by your presence

a) We should attend the gospel meeting to support and

encourage the preacher we have invited to be with us.

b) Simply praying for the preacher, for the preaching of

      the gospel and the success of the meeting without

      attending is pure hypocrisy. MATT. 23:23 
c) The request of our prayers should be backed by our

deeds.  Why ask God for a successful meeting and then not help make it a success. MATT. 21:28-31

d) There is nothing more discouraging to a preacher and

that will put a damper on his preaching than to come all prepared to preach his heart out and the members of the church that invited him not show up.  

e) There is nothing more encouraging to a preacher than

to see a building filled with members who are  interested in doing God’s will. – 1 THESS. 2:13
2) FOR THE VISITORS –

a. You need to attend the Gospel meeting for the sake of the visitors

b. 1 COR. 14:23 – What will visitors to this congregation think if even the members are not present and interested in the preaching of the gospel

c. Visitor who needed – greeting, class book, page in bible, 

d. The gospel meeting is an opportunity to let your light  shine before men – MATT. 5:14-16
e. Not attending the meeting is hiding your light, while being present at the meeting is a means to encourage another to hear and obey the gospel.

– 1 TIM. 4:8-12 – We need to be practicing and exercising ourselves to Godliness.

3) FOR THE BRETHREN  - 

a. You should attend the gospel meeting to encourage your brethren.

b. That is how Israel prepared for battle by encouraging each other – JDG. 20:22

c. We need to encourage one another for the spiritual battle we must face each day – EPH. 6:10-13
d. Paul spoke of the strength and comfort he would receive from his brethren – ROM. 1:9-12
e. We need to remember not to cause our brother  by our example – ROM. 14:12-13

4) FOR YOUR CHILDREN –

a. We need to attend the gospel meeting for our children – EPH. 6:1-2 –

How can children learn to honor their father and mother if they do not ever hear the truth

b. Remember the tragedy of the 2nd generation following Joshua – JDG. 2: 8-10

c. It is a tragedy indeed to see parents with seemingly no interest or regard for the spiritual welfare of their children – read, study, prepare, example

d. Jesus warned us about not offending or destroying the faith of a child- MATT. 18:6 – The gospel meeting is a full week for you and your children to be fed the Word of God

5) FOR YOURSELF – 

a. You should attend the gospel meeting for yourself, you are responsible for your own salvation – ACTS 2:40 – 

b. You must continue to work out your own salvation – PHIL. 2:12

c. You must take heed to yourself – 1 TIM. 4:16
d. The preacher will do his part to build you up and encourage you.

1. Like Barnabas – ACTS 11:22-24
2. Like Paul – COL. 2:1-2
3. Like Timothy – 1 THESS. 3:2
4. But he can’t build you up, strengthen, and encourage you if you are not here.  Do your part and be here – JAMES 4:17

5. We need to be like the Bereans and be ready to receive the word – ACTS 17:11 

CONCLUSION –

 You  can be sure that the preacher we have invited will come to us fully loaded and prepared to deliver to us the royal message of the Lord of lords and King of kings.  Are you ready to come to the feast?  MATT. 22:1-4 – Do not spurn the invitation of the Lord.  God has made all things ready for you today to get rid of sin in your life.  We urge you, we plead with you to submit to God’s will today. 

