WHY BE A CHRISTIAN?

ACTS 11:26 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Why study this subject?  We have some who are young but will soon be reaching the age of accountability and it is a subject that needs to be discussed also by those who are members of the Lord’s church. – 2 PET.2: 12-15 – Paul said we need our memory stirred up at times.  

Note our text – ACTS 11:26 – The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch – This is the first time in the N. T. that the word is used.

Christian – is what Paul tried to persuade men to become – ACTS 26:27-28 – King Agrippa said Paul almost persuaded him to become a Christian – Not the hyphenated Christianity the world offers today.

If you are here today and are not a Christian you need to understand that life is filled with many choices, and you need to learn to make good choices, but the most important choice in life is to become a Christian. - ACTS 4:9-12 – Christian is the only name I can wear and find salvation in.

WHY IS THE LIFE OF A CHRISTIAN THE BEST LIFE?

1) For those of us who are Christians man’s greatest need is to understand what it

means to be a Christian and live a life that reflects Christ. - JN. 10:10 – God 

wants us to have an abundant life, the best life we can have here on earth and eternal life.

2) Paul realized that abundant life was in Christ, and it changed his attitude – PHIL. 1:20-21 – Paul’s goal was to have Christ magnified in his body, thru the life that he lived. As a result of having this attitude Paul realized the importance of teaching the lost – ROM. 1:14-17
3) Paul looked upon the life as a Christian as the best life – PHIL. 3:7-8 – to Paul this life as a Christian was the most excellent way to live – I.E.- Have you ever been around a Christian who never had a good thing to say about life.  How many people will they influence for good – LUKE 19:10 – Jesus came to seek and save the lost.  So if as a Christian I should imitate Christ, and if the life of a Christian is the best life, what should I urge others to do?

WHY BE A CHRISTIAN?  - In order to understand why we should be a Christian, we need to understand who is a Christian from both the positive and negative aspects.

NEGATIVE – WHO IS A CHRISTIAN?

1) NOT JUST SOMEONE WHO HAS BEEN BAPTIZED - Although you must be baptized in order to have your sins forgiven – ACTS 22:16, 1 PET. 3:20-21

Baptism is just the beginning of living the life of a Christian – ROM. 6:3-6 – we must walk in newness of life.  We must become good listeners – HEB. 2:1-3 – We do not want to neglect our salvation – 2 PET. 3:18 – But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and savior.  I.E. – Problem with a lot of Christians is that they were taught the truth, but did not grow so they fell away

2) NOT JUST A MEMBER OF THE LORD”S CHURCH – Although the

Lord adds to the church those who are saved – ACTS 2:47 – We must be a

disciple a follower of Christ – MATT. 21:28-31a – one who works in the

vineyard– I.E. – I don’t mind being a church member but don’t expect me to

do any work – MATT. 16:24-26 – Christ said I must deny myself.

3) NOT JUST A BELIEVER – MK. 16:16 – Even though Jesus said he that

believeth and is baptized shall be saved, JN. 8:24 – if you believe not that I

am, he you shall die in your sins. I.E. – JN.12: 42-43 – Note the chief rulers

believed, but would not confess him before men – they did not want to lose

their place and nation – JN. 11:47-48

POSITIVE - WHO IS A CHRISTIAN? 

1) A DISCIPLE – Notice the conditions placed on discipleship – JN. 8:31-32 – We must continue in the truth – because it is that which sanctifies us – JN. 17:17 – The scripture tells us how to identify a disciple – JN. 15:8 – We must bear fruit

2)
      ONE WHO HAS PUT ON CHRIST – We mentioned earlier that salvation

is in Christ – 2 TIM. 2:10 – Paul affirms this to be true. We put on Christ in baptism - GAL. 3:26-27 – This is how we become the children of God.  One who has put on Christ has realigned their priorities – COL. 3:1-14 – Notice the changes, no longer are our affections set on the things of this world, but we seek mercy, kindness, humbleness, meekness, longsuffering, forgiving spirit, and love.

3) 
     ONE IN WHOM CHRIST LIVES – GAL. 2:20 – This verse tells me the

commitment I should have to Christ, the purpose he gives my life, and reason I should have this commitment and purpose.  Paul never forgot what Christ did for him – 1 COR. 2:1-2

WHY SHOULD I BE A CHRISTIAN? 
1) TO RECEIVE THE SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS AVAILABLE IN CHRIST – Eternal life is available only in Christ – 1 TIM. 6:12 – We should be striving to lay hold on eternal life.  JN. 6:63-69 – Jesus has the words of eternal life.

2) TO BE AT PEACE WITH GOD – ROM. 5:1 – We are at peace with God when our sins are forgiven.  There is not a day on this earth that we do not need access to the blood of Christ – 1 JN. 1:3-10 – This how we can be at peace with God day by day.

3) BECAUSE ONLY AS A CHRISTIAN CAN I GLORIFY GOD – 1 PET.

4:16 – Christian is the only name I can wear and give glory to God - EPH. 3:21 – Must I be a member of the Lord’s church, yes if I am to give glory to God.  We noted earlier we glorify God when we bear fruit as his disciple.

4) SO I WILL HAVE A PURPOSE FOR LIFE – JAMES 4:14 – Life is so

short, it definitely needs purpose.  What purpose do you have for your life?  Look at the apostle Paul – PHIL. 3:13-14 – What are you pressing toward heaven or hell?  We need to be purposing to be prepared for the life to come – HEB. 9:27 – Death is not the end, judgment will follow.

CONCLUSION – Why should I be a Christian?  So I will receive the inheritance of a child of God. – 1 PET. 1:3-4 – John put it this way – REV. 22:14 – “Blessed are they which do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in thru the gates into the city.”  We offer the invitation to give you the opportunity to respond. Why not become a Christian today?

