“WHY CAN’T I CONVERT MY NEIGHBOR”

MATTHEW 7:1-5

INTRODUCTION – Have you ever wondered why the Lord’s church grew so quickly in the days, weeks, months, and years that followed Pentecost – God’s word explains the reasons for us – ACTS 8:1-4.  


The church today is not growing by leaps and bounds as it did in the early days of its establishment.  What could be some of the reasons?

1. The gospel has lost it effectiveness – ROM. 1:16 – NO

2. The Bible is just too difficult to understand – EPH. 3:3-5 – NO

3. Members of the Lord’s church are not aware they should teach the lost – MATT. 28:18-20 - NO 

Well then what is the problem, “Why can’t I convert my neighbor”?  Just maybe it is because we are sometimes our own worst enemy when it comes to striving to teach the truth to our parents, friends, neighbors, relatives etc.


Turn to our text – MATT. 7:1-5 - If I look at you it is easy to see your faults, but if I look at myself I often have a much more difficult time in discerning my weaknesses.


Today let’s all take an honest look at ourselves individually and let God’s point out our areas of weakness.

1.) Maybe I cannot convert my neighbor because I do not act truly converted to Christ myself -  

A. ROM. 12:1-2 – Those who are truly converted are not conformed to this world.

B. COL. 3:1-2 – A Christian’s affections are set on things above, not on the things of this world 

C. I.E. – Apostle Paul – PHIL. 3:7-8

D. Let’s note what Paul gave up vs.5 But how do I react – REV. 3:14-17
E. We need to give God first place in our lives – MATT. 6:33

When my neighbor sees that less important things take precedence over my loyalty and service to Christ.  How can I expect to influence Him for good, if he sees that I only give lip service to God?  He will conclude that it’s just not that important after all.

2.) Another reason why I can’t convert my neighbor is that I exemplify no real joy in serving Christ -  

A. PHIL. 2:12-15 – We are not to murmur and complain – I.E. – Israelites – 

fiery serpents

B. PHIL. 4:4-7 – Christians should be the happiest people on earth – What do we think on – Positive or negative

C. 1 PET.2: 9-12 – Many members of the body of Christ think of their life as a life of drudgery, but Peter said we are a royal priesthood, a holy nation

D. ACTS 8:35-39 – There is joy in true Bible conversion

If my neighbor hears me continually complaining about the little sacrifices I make for the cause of Christ aren’t they going to be reluctant to think there would be any joy in being converted and serving Christ.

3.) As we continue to look at ourselves, another reason that many of our neighbors are not converted is that Christians are not sold on the gospel enough to apply it to their lives -  

A. JAMES 1:22 – I must be a doer of the word

B. MATT. 5:13-16 – If I am not a doer of the word what type of influence do I have

C. PHIL. 1:27 – Follow the advice and example of the Apostle Paul – live worthy of the gospel.

D. If my neighbor sees that I do not think enough of the gospel of Christ to apply it to every facet of my life, it will be futile to try to convince him or her the gospel will solve all the problems of their life, even though God’s word says they can – 2 PET.1: 3 – We have all things that pertain to life and Godliness

4.) Another reason that I cannot convert my neighbor is that I do not have a higher standard of morals in Christ, than that neighbor of mine who is out of Christ -  

A. EPH. 2:1-3 – The faithful child of God does not walk after the course of this world.

B. TITUS 2:11-14 – Christians are to be a peculiar people when compared to those of the world.

C. 1 THESS. 5:22 – We are to, “abstain from all appearance of evil” our actions are different from the reactions of the world

As a Christian I ought to be the very finest parent, mate, citizen, worker, neighbor, and friend.  If applied Christianity has not made me morally and spiritually more upright than my neighbor who is not a Christian, it is very unlikely I will have the influence with him for good that I should.

5.) Also if I can’t convert my neighbor could it be that I don’t really believe in “Hell Fire”.

A. The scriptures teach there is such a place – MARK 9:43-48 – Hell is an 

everlasting fire.

B. 2 THESS. 1:7-9 – There will be everlasting destruction in the everlasting

fire for those who know not God and obey not the gospel.

C. If I really did believe there is an eternal hell where my neighbor will go,

because he is out of Christ, and if I loved his soul as I claimed I do, I would not want him to spend eternity in this horrible place of punishment – This motivated Paul – 2 COR. 5:10-11 – I. E. – Neighbors house on fire

You never mentioned him to me, you met me day by day and you knew I was astray.

6.) And probably the most realistic reason why I can’t convert my neighbor is that I just don’t care whether my neighbor is converted or not – 

A. Turn in your Bibles to – HEB.5: 12-14 – How long have you had to prepare yourself to tech someone the truth.

B. ROM. 1:14-17 – We should be like the Apostle Paul who was ready and willing to teach the gospel – are we ashamed of the gospel.

C. Those Christians in the first century were concerned about their neighbors being converted – ACTS 5:42
D. 2 TIM. 2:15 – We can only teach what we have a working knowledge of

CONCLUSION  - If I really cared for souls, I would prepare myself to teach others the truth of the gospel and then be on the lookout for an opportunity to teach this good news of salvation.


Solomon of old stated in PROV. 11:30 – “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life and he that winneth souls is wise.”

The last scripture we will consider in this lesson is found in JN. 4:35 – The fields are white unto harvest.

