WHY DID JESUS DIE ON THE CROSS?
ROMANS 5:8 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Have you ever pondered the question, “what put Jesus on the cross or why did Jesus have to die on the cross?”  ROM. 5:8 - But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  What comprised the love God has for us?
The ISBE tells us the crucifixion was a form of capital punishment reserved only for slaves or degraded persons.  This was your punishment if you committed the crimes of treason, desertion, robbery, piracy, assignation or sedition.  This form of death was so cruel it could not be used on one who possessed Roman citizenship.
How is the cross viewed?

1 COR. 1:18-23 – It is despised by the world.- For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent."  20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 22 For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness
GAL. 6:14- It is honored by Christians. But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 
What was the purpose of Jesus death on the cross?

COL. 2:14 – It removed the Old Law.- having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 
EPH. 2:16 – It reconciled man to God.- For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation, 15 having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace, 16 and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity.
WHY DID JESUS DIE ON THE CROSS?

I. NEGATIVE SIDE - 
A. Weakness – It was not weakness that put Jesus on the cross and caused him to die for you and me.
i. JN. 10:37-39 – Jesus did exactly what the Father sent him to do.
ii. LUKE 4:25-30 – Man was not strong enough to intervene and interrupt the time table of God.  So Jesus passed thru their midst.
iii. MATT. 26:47-53 – Jesus was not taken when Judas betrayed him because of weakness, but rather because he was submitting to the will of the Father.
iv. JN. 1:3 – No one had the power to take his life, but he freely gave it for you and me.
B. Ignorance – Jesus did not die because he was ignorant of the plans of the Jews to take his life.
i. MATT. 16:21 – Jesus not only knew he would die he knew he would be raised and tried to get his disciples to understand this also
ii. JN. 15:13 – Jesus willingly and knowingly laid down his life for you and me.
iii. JN. 3:14-15 – Jesus knew just as the serpent had been lifted up in the wilderness to provide salvation for those stung by its bite Jesus knew he was going to be lifted up so all could avail themselves of his mercy and grace if they would by faith obey him.
C. Lack of God’s Love – God loved Jesus his Son
i. JN. 15:9 – How do we know Jesus loved us?  He went to the cross.
D. Transgression of the Law – There was no sin in his life to condemn him.
i. HEB. 4:15 – Jesus did not suffer death because he had sinned rather he willingly suffered death because we have sinned.
ii. JN. 8:29 – Jesus always pleased the Father – no sin.
iii. LUKE 23:13-16 – Pilate could not find fault in Jesus
E. Mistake – It was not a mistake that Jesus was crucified
i. ACTS 2:22-23 – It was in the eternal plan of God he predestined how man would be saved. The scheme of redemption.
ii. EPH. 3:8-11 – God’s eternal purpose was accomplished in Christ Jesus.
II. SECONDARY REASONS  -
A. Hatred – JN. 3:19-20 – Those who practice evil hate the light.  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.”
i. JN. 7:7 – He exposed their sin.
ii. JN. 15:18-19 – He was not of the world and so the world hates him and his followers.
iii. JN. 15:23-25 – Without cause Jesus was hated.
B. Fear – JN. 11:45-48 – Some of the Jews were fearful that they would lose their place, status, or position.
C. Expediency – JN. 11:49-53 – It was an expedient thing for Jesus to die so the Jews could be assured their nation would not perish.
D. Envy – MARK 15:6-10 – Jesus was delivered to Pilate because of envy JN. 12:12-19 – Envious because of the reception Jesus received when he came into Jerusalem.
E. Greed – MATT. 26:14-16 – Greed prompted Judas to betray Jesus.
III. PRIMARY REASONS - 
A. Sin

i. ISA. 53:4-8 – Jesus died for our sins.
ii. ISA. 59:1-2 – Sin separates us from God.
iii. HEB. 10:4 – Blood of bulls and goats could not take away sin, it too k the blood of Jesus.
iv. JN. 1:29 – John the Baptist declares who it is that can take away the sins of the world.
v. 1 JN. 1:6-9 – Jesus continues to take away sin from our lives.
B. Love

i. JN. 3:16 – God so loved…notice what he gave to express his love.
ii. 2 PET. 3:9 – God does want any to perish.
iii. 1 TIM. 2:3-4 – God desires for all men to be saved.
iv. EPH. 5:25-27 – How much did Christ love the church?
v. PHIL. 2:5-8 – Love allowed Jesus to humble himself and become obedient to the death of the cross.
CONCLUSION – 
The real reason Jesus died on the cross is because we could do nothing about our sins that separate us from enjoying fellowship with God.
Jesus expressed his love for you and me on the cross of Calvary.
Will you express your love for him today?

