WHY DOES OUR FAITH FALTER?
LUKE 22:32
INTRODUCTION – We know the Bible clearly teaches us we must have faith to please God.  But we must ask the question why at times does our faith falter? Why does it fail?  Some contend that once we are saved we are always saved so our faith is not able to fail us.  Then why do we have warnings from the word of God concerning our faith?  Our faith can fail – LUKE 22:32 – Jesus would not have prayed for Peter’s faith to not fail if it was impossible for it to happen - But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren." We should pray that our faith does not fail, but it can – 1 TIM. 1:19 – If we put away a good conscience our faith will fail - having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck,
We can choose to cast off our faith – 1 TIM. 5:12 - having condemnation because they have cast off their first faith.  But if we do so we will receive condemnation.  There are consequences for our faith faltering.

The Hebrew writer warns us to take heed lest we depart from the faith – HEB. 3:12 - Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; 

WHY DOES OUR FAITH FALTER?
I. UNFILLED EXPECTATIONS – 

A. EX. 16:3 – This was true in the case of ancient Israel.  They thought when they left Egypt for the land of Canaan that all there problems were behind them and everything was going to be better from day one of their journey.

B. JN. 6:14-15, 25-26, 60-66 – This was true in the day of Jesus.  The people were looking for a king but Jesus did not meet their expectations.  They hade a different concept of a king and Jesus did not fit their concept so they rejected him.

II. WHAT ARE SOME UNFULFILLED EXPECTATIONS?
A. 2 TIM. 3:12 – That we will be in a continuous state of joy after our conversion.  We will never have any more problems or bad days – I.E. - Marriage.  This is not what Paul told Timothy rather he spoke of persecution that would come the way of all who are Christians.  

B. 1 COR. 11:19 – That there will always be unity and harmony among brethren. Sometimes when brethren find there are problems and contentions their faith fails.  ACTS 15:36-41 – Example of Paul and Barnabas.

C. 1 COR. 10:13 – Expect to be free from temptations, but we are actually under the same pressure to sin, but God is faithful in two ways – 1. He will not allow us to be tempted above that we are able to bear and, 2. He will provide a way for us to escape.
D. MATT. 10:34-37 – To be able to convert the entire family.  Jesus tells us this is an unrealistic expectation in most cases.

E. 1 PET. 4:4 – We will no longer receive ridicule.  We will no longer be made fun of.  Just the opposite.

III. LOOK AT THE CAUSES OF WHY OUR FAITH FAILS – 

A. Cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches – 

1. MARK 4:18-19 – Cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word..

2. 1 TIM. 6:6-12, 17-19 – We never learn to be content with the physical things of life.

3. 2 TIM. 4:10 – Why did Demas forsake Paul?   “Having loved this present world.”  Spoken of as one held in high regard in COL. 4:14
B. Lust of other things steal our affection – Sometimes the things in and of themselves are necessary.
1. LUKE 10:39-42 – Martha became cumbered with serving.  You can make a sin out of anything.  Golf – Hunting – Camping – Hiking – Sports.

2. 2 PET. 1:10 – Give diligence to make your calling and election sure.  Do not allow things to steal our love for the Lord.  I.E. – Education – Get a degree but do not allow it to consume you.  Seek to do your job well so you can be promoted but do not become obsessed with climbing the corporate ladder.

C. Lack of zeal – Lack of a friendly and caring attitude – Lack of attendance are signs the cares of this world are overtaking us.  
1. 2 PET. 2:20-22 – If you have escaped and are again entangled the last state is worse for you than the beginning.

D. Erring brother disappoints you – 

1. PROV. 25:19 – One thing is certain people will let you down so do not put your trust in them put it in the Lord.

2. PROV. 3:5-6 – Put your confidence in the Lord not men – David and Peter were great men who failed - Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths. 

E. Painful tragedies of life bring us to doubt and despair – Some cry out to God for help thru this difficult time while others cry there can be no God for he would not allow me to go thru this difficult time.  Why the different reactions? Different soils
1. 2 COR. 1:8-11 – Paul states he had placed in his trust in God to deliver him.
2. 2 COR. 4:8-12, 16-18 – Light affliction is  just for a moment  in comparison to the eternal weight of glory

3. ROM. 8:18 – The things we suffer cannot begin to compare to the glory that awaits us as children of God.

CONCLUSION – What is the condition of your faith? 2 COR. 13:5 - Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?--unless indeed you are disqualified.
