WHY HAVE A GOSPEL MEETING?

ROMANS 1:14-17 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – The question is sometimes asked why should we have a gospel meeting.  The answer is clearly stated by Paul when he addressed the Romans about the desire he had to preach them the truth. ROM. 1:14-17 – We need to have a gospel meeting and desire for the truth to be preached because only by boldly proclaiming the gospel do men have the opportunity to  believe. Also notice what Paul records later in the letter – ROM. 10:13-17 – It is clear in order for men to develop faith they must first hear the gospel by someone willing to preach .Going back to our text it is also important for those who are Christians to realize it is only in the gospel that the righteousness of God is revealed and how we should live by faith as his children.
WHY?

1. NOTIFICATION – 

a. JN. 14:6 – “Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” – We need to notify the world that Jesus is the only way and our world begins here in Mary Esther/ FWB.

b. MATT. 7:13-14 – “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.”  The current attitude of the world is everybody is going to heaven we must let them know that few will be saved  and what they must do to be saved!

c. 1 TIM.2:3-4 – “For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”  God does not want any to be lost, but Jesus says many will be lost.  So what is the narrow way that leads to eternal life?
d. HEB. 5:8-9 – It is the path of obedient faith – “though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him”
2. PRESENTATION – Our responsibility is to present the truth.

a. LUKE 8:4-11 – READ – The seed sown was the word of God.  In this gospel meeting the seed will be sown will there be any good and honest hearts to receive it only time will tell.
b. 1 COR. 3:4-7 – “For when one says, "I am of Paul," and another, "I am of Apollos," are you not carnal? Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers through whom you believed, as the Lord gave to each one? 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. 7 So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase.
c. 1 PET. 1:22-25 – “Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever, 24 because "All flesh is as grass, And all the glory of man as the flower of the grass. The grass withers, And its flower falls away,  But the word of the LORD endures forever." Now this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you.”  We need to present the truth because only the truth can purify the soul of man.

d. JAMES 1:21-25 – It is thru God’s word that he also plants his teaching in our lives as Christians. – “Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.”  As Christians we will be reminded of things we need to do to exercise our faith.

e. 2 PET. 1:10-15 – “Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; 11 for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 12 For this reason I will not be negligent to remind you always of these things, though you know and are established in the present truth. 13 Yes, I think it is right, as long as I am in this tent, to stir you up by reminding you, 14 knowing that shortly I must put off my tent, just as our Lord Jesus Christ showed me. 15 Moreover I will be careful to ensure that you always have a reminder of these things after my decease.   Do you ever need to be reminded of something?

3. RECONCILIATION – God’s word states that in sin man is at war with God yet God desires reconciliation for his creation.
a. JN. 8:21- “Then Jesus said to them again, "I am going away, and you will seek Me, and will die in your sin. Where I go you cannot come."
b. 2 PET. 3:9 – “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.” Whether we are outside of Christ or in Christ and unfaithful God is longsuffering with us giving us time and opportunity to repent.
c. 2 COR. 5:17-21 – “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. 18 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God. 21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

d. ACTS 2:36-38 – When sinners obey the gospel they are reconciled to God The Jews gathered on Pentecost wanted to know what to do to be reconciled to God. - "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" 38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
e. COL. 2:12 – “buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.”  This reconciliation takes place when God operates on our hearts in baptism and removes the deadly leprosy of sin
f. EPH. 2:13-18 – Even though we were the enemies of God in sin we can be reconciled – “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation, 15 having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace, 16 and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity. 17 And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who were near. 18 For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father. 

CONCLUSION – A gospel meeting should cause us to reflect on salvation and how God has made it possible for all to be saved.  We need to be concerned with the salvation of our soul first and then the salvation of those around us – Family – friends – neighbors – associates at work.  These are just some of the reasons why we should have a gospel meeting. You need to know if you are a member here god expects you to do your part to make this meeting a success and that starts with you being here and then inviting others
