WHY HAVE A GOSPEL MEETING?

ROMANS 1:14-17 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Why do we have a gospel meeting?  ROM. 1:14-17 – We meet to hear the gospel proclaimed.  It is the only message that has the power of God and can save us from our sin. 

Jesus instructed the apostles to go into all the world and preach the gospel. – MATT. 28:18-20 - By having a gospel meeting we are endeavoring to carry out the great commission given by Jesus. 

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF A GOSPEL MEETING:

1. GREATNESS OF GOD – To remind us of God’s greatness

a. DEUT. 11:1-4 – Israel reminded why they needed to obey God

b. ISA. 40:18-26 – The prophet describes the greatness of God

2. OBEDIENCE UNTO GOD – To remind us of our choices.

a. 1 PET. 4:16-18 – The end of those who obey not God is tragic indeed.

b. ROM. 6:16-19 – The choice is totally up to me, it is an individual decision.

c. JAMES 1:12 – Note the reward of a life of faithful service to God.

3. SALVATION IS FROM GOD – We cannot save ourselves.

a. EPH. 2:8-10 – We are saved by grace thru faith.  In this meeting it will be emphasized that salvation is a gift from God, but we must obey what God has told us to do (faith).

b. HEB. 2:1-4 – We need to hear God’s message of salvation and obey it, not neglect it.

4. PROPITIATION IS BY GOD – We are reminded of his love for us.

a. JN. 3:16 – “For God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten son”

b. ROM. 5:6-11 – Jesus paid the ultimate price for us.

c. 1 JN. 2:1-2 – Christ was the sin offering for the whole world.

d. HEB. 2:8-11, 17-18 – Jesus made reconciliation to God possible.

e. 1 JN. 4:8-10 – Jesus is the propitiation for our sins.

5. EVANGELIZE FOR GOD – Evangelization begins here in our community, then we reach out to other areas.

a. MK. 16:15 – This meeting is an opportunity to evangelize.  

b. 1 TIM. 3:15 – This is the primary mission of the church to be the pillar and ground or support of the truth.

c. What is the message? Listen to the words of Jesus

i. Hear – JN. 6:44-45
ii. Believe – JN. 8:24 

iii. Repent – LUKE 13:3
iv. Confess - MATT. 10:32-33 

v. Baptized – MK. 16:16
6. LOVE FOR GOD – It is an opportunity for us to express our love for God.

a. MATT. 22:36-39 – Do we love God?  Do we love ourselves?  Do we love our neighbor?

b. MATT. 7:21-23 – Do you think these people thought they loved God?

c. JN. 14:15 – Love is expressed thru obedience.

d. 1 JN. 3:16-18 – Do we truly love God?  Does it show in our actions?

CONCLUSION – Hopefully we can now see not only the importance of having a gospel meeting but the great amount of good that can be accomplished as a result of this meeting.  The purpose is always to bring people to a closer relationship in their service to God.

