WHY MUST I BE A PERSONAL WORKER?

MATT. 21:28-31 (TEXT)
INTRODUCTION – What does it mean to be a personal worker?  First you must be willing as the son in the text to go to the vineyard and do some work.  The term personal worker simply means the individual Christian who is working telling others of Christ and instructing them in God’s plan of salvation.  It is simply a Christian who is working as an individual rather that with a group.  Jesus who is our great example in all things was indeed a personal worker – LUKE 19:10

WHY MUST I BE A PERSONAL WORKER?

1. RESPECT FOR THE GREAT COMMISSION – 
A. MK. 16:15-16 – MATT.28:18-20 – Even though this great commission was given to the apostles and was accomplished in their lifetime, in this statement, Jesus places upon every individual baptized believer the responsibility of teaching the gospel to others.  The command is to carry the gospel to every creature, to disciple the nations, this cannot be done by pulpit preaching alone, nor by elders and deacons alone, yet it can be accomplished if each individual Christian is working in the vineyard of the Lord – JN.17:20-21 – Jesus prayed for us

B. Note what Paul by inspiration told Timothy – 2 TIM. 2:1-2 – Faithful men will teach others – See his instructions to the saints at Philippi – PHIL. 2:12-16 

Also I must be a personal worker in order to:

2. BE LIKE CHRIST – 

A. Each Christian in order to be like Christ must follow the example that the

Lord set for them – MATT. 10:24-25 – The servant is not above the

Master – JN. 13:12-17
B. Jesus lived and died for the souls of men so much of his time was spent 

dealing with individuals and teaching them to follow God – JN. 4:1-10 – Jesus did not let the opportunity pass to teach the Samaritan women

C. In order to be like Christ we are to seek to follow in His steps – 1
PET. 2:18-21 - Mission of the people of God – 1 PET. 2:9-12 – Is to show forth the praises of him who hath called us out of darkness. 
 

3. THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SOUL – 

A. It should be the normal impulse of one made right with God by obtaining the forgiveness of sins that they desire for others to enjoy the same blessing, and so he makes the effort to bring others to Christ – MATT. 16:26 – The soul is the most precious possession we have

B. The true value of man’s soul demands that we give every effort to save all – JN. 4:35 – There are souls dying in sin daily and younger converts look to older Christians for the proper example and encouragement

C. Indifference is deadly, it can kill enthusiasm – Note Israel’s indifference – AMOS 6:1 – What a tragedy when Christians are at ease and lose the compassion for the souls of men – MATT. 9:35-38 – See the compassion Jesus had for the souls of men 

D. What is the ultimate purpose of a Christian – ROM. 7:4 – To bring forth fruit

As we continue our study another reason I must be a personal worker is so I can:

4. BE LIKE THE EARLY CHRISTIANS -    

A. Were they involved in personal work? – ACTS 5:42 – Everyday at home and in the temple they ceased not to teach and preach Christ as Lord.

B. They were involved in personal work even in the face of persecution – ACTS 8:1-4 – Notice it was not the apostles that went everywhere but rather the Christians who were carrying the gospel to others. 

C. In order to carry the gospel to others we must be prepared – 2 TIM. 2:15, 1 PET. 3:15, COL. 4:5-6
Also I must be a personal worker for:

5. SELF PRESERVATION – 

A. A Christian must be a fruit bearer in order to please God – JN. 15:1-8 – each one who does not bear fruit is cast forth as a dead branch

B. The most prolific source of apostasy is fruitlessness – MATT. 25:24-30 – The one talent man was condemned for doing nothing

C. Personal growth demands that we be personal workers – 1 TIM. 4:16
Another reason that we must be personal worker is because it is the:

6. GREATEST FAVOR YOU CAN DO FOR ANYONE – 

A. JN. 1:29 – No greater favor you can do for man than to point out the Lamb of God that can take away his sin.

B. If you do not point it out he will die in his sin – ROM. 6:23 – The wages of sin is death.  By teaching them the gospel we introduce them to Godliness – 1 TIM. 4:8 – Godliness is more profitable than giving them money, food, clothing, or shelter because their life can have purpose – PHIL. 1:20-21 – 

C. Only a Christian can have assurance in death – REV. 14:13 – 

Another reason I must be a personal worker is for the:

7. JOY OF SOUL WINNING – 

A. PROV. 11:30 – “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life and he that winneth souls is wise.”

B. JN. 4:36 – Both God and the soul winner rejoice together that another is freed from the bondage of Satan and is on the road to eternal life

C. Paul said those who were brought to Christ were his joy and crown – PHIL. 4:1 – To lead others to Christ and to see them grow to the point that they can teach others also is a joy indeed.  Many Christians would be happier if they would be personally involved in the work of the Lord and striving daily to increase the borders of his Kingdom by teaching the gospel to others, inviting others to come to services 

And for our last point today, I must be a personal worker because:

8. GOD DESIRES THE SALVATION OF ALL MEN – 

A. 1 TIM. 2:3-4 – “For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our
Saviour: Who will have all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.”
B. 2 PET. 3:9 – “The Lord is not slack concerning his promises as some men count slackness but is longsuffering to us-ward not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.”
C. It is God’s desire for all men to be saved.  Can I please God if that desire is not in my heart also?  You can  be a soul winner the power is at your disposal – GAL. 2:20 – “ I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not I , but Christ liveth in me, and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”
CONCLUSION – As a Christian, is the life that I am leading one that shows that I live by faith in the Son of God.  Don’t be like the one talent man who did nothing.  Be involved in seeking the lost.  If you are hear and not a Christian you can become one today!

