WHY SHOULD CHRISTIANS BE SOBER AND VIGILANT? 
1 PETER 5:8-9 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION -  We appreciate workers and co workers who are sober and vigilant.  We appreciate members of the body of Christ who are sober and vigilant.  Why should  Christians be sober and vigilant?  Because we have a great adversary – Satan seeks to devour us so we must watch out and be looking for this one who lurks for his prey as does a lion who stalks his next meal.  1 PET. 5:8-9 - Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world. 

WHAT CAN HAPPEN IF WE FAIL TO BE SOBER AND VIGILANT?
1. HEB. 12:15 – We can fail of the grace of God - looking diligently lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled;
2. 2 PET. 3:17 – We can be led away with the error of the wicked - You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked;
3. JAMES 5:19 – We can err from the truth - Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him back, 

4. 1 TIM. 5:15 – We can turn aside after Satan – For some have already turned aside after Satan. 

5. 1 COR. 8:9-11 – A weak brother can perish - But beware lest somehow this liberty of yours become a stumbling block to those who are weak. 10 For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol's temple, will not the conscience of him who is weak be emboldened to eat those things offered to idols? 11 And because of your knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died? 

6. 2 PET. 2:14-15 – We can forsake the right way - having eyes full of adultery and that cannot cease from sin, beguiling unstable souls. They have a heart trained in covetous practices, and are accursed children. 15 They have forsaken the right way and gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; 

7. 2 PET. 2:21 – We can turn from the holy commandment - For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them.
8. JAMES 5:12 – We can fall into judgment - But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath. But let your "Yes," be "Yes," and your "No," "No," lest you fall into judgment. 

9. 1 COR. 9:27 – We may be disqualified - But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified. 

10. JN. 15:1-6 – We can be cast forth as a branch to be burned - "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 

11. REV. 3:14-18 – We may become lukewarm - "And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write,  'These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God: 15 "I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. 16 So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. 17 Because you say, 'I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing'--and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked-- 18 I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see.
12. COL. 2:8 – We can be spoiled thru deceit - Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ.
13. COL. 1:23 – We can be moved away from hope - if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister. 

14. 2 PET. 2:1 – We can deny the Lord that bought us - But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. 
15. HEB. 3:12 – We can depart from the living God by having an evil heart of unbelief - Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God;
16. HEB. 10:26-30 – We can sin willfully and count the blood of Christ unholy - For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries. 28 Anyone who has rejected Moses' law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29 Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace? 
17. 1 TIM. 4:1 – We can depart from the faith - Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons,
18. HEB. 13:9 – We can be carried away with strange doctrines - Do not be carried about with various and strange doctrines. For it is good that the heart be established by grace, not with foods which have not profited those who have been occupied with them. 
19. 1 COR. 15:1-3 – We can believe the gospel in vain - Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you--unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 

20. HEB. 12:25 – We can refuse him who speaks from heaven - See that you do not refuse Him who speaks. For if they did not escape who refused Him who spoke on earth, much more shall we not escape if we turn away from Him who speaks from heaven,
CONCLUSION – As we look into God’s word it is very plain for us to see that God warns us constantly about to watch out and that we need to be sober and vigilant.
How are we doing?

